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One step back: what are non-tariff measures 
(NTMs)
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Definition of non-tariff measures

• NTM definition by UNCTAD / GNTB-MAST:  
• “Non-tariff measures (NTMs) are policy measures, other than 

ordinary customs tariffs, that can potentially have an economic 
effect on international trade in goods, changing quantities 
traded, or prices or both.”

→ Neutral concept!

→ Including mostly good, legitimate policies! 

→ Including measures that apply to domestic producers, too
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Why do NTMs matter?
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Costs of non-tariff measures
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COMSUMERS 
Increased cost of imported 
food / consumer products

Protection of domestic 
producers, but…
Pass-through of higher 
prices to consumers
= wide population

NTM costs 
Who pays the price? Not only exporters, but also…

VALUE CHAINS

• Increased cost of imported 

production inputs (e.g. 

vaccines/feed for poultry)

– Protection of domestic inputs 

suppliers (vaccines/feed)

– Increased production cost of 

final product (poultry)

– Loss of competitiveness of 

domestic producer in final 

product market (poultry market)

– Pass-through of higher prices 

to consumers
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NTM benefits

• Usually, applied equally to domestic producers
• They directly impact on sustainability
✓food security (SDG 2),
✓nutrition and health (SDG 3), 
✓protect endangered species and the environment (SDGs 14&15), 
✓ensure sustainable production, consumption (SDG 12) and 

energy (SDG 7), 
✓combat climate change (SDG 13)

➢No elimination/reduction, rather more to be expected
➢Not less, but “better”
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NTM data collection: from text to data

25’000 different regulations...

On several millions of pages 
from numerous agencies, 
various websites or offline

100’000 measures
→ Easy access by:

• Product (HS codes)
• Type of measure
• Country
• Keywords
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UNCTAD global transparency initiative: 
already available in most countries
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https://trainsonline.unctad.o
rg
e.g. poultry to Togo



Search by country and product



Search by country and product: results



Search by country and product: results



Search by country and product: results

Measure type
Measure description 

and text reference

Affected 
products

Responsible 
regulator

Regulation 
title

Link to full 
text

Implementation 
date
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What do we learn from the data?
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Non-tariff measures 
and deep regulatory 
integration in the 
African Continental 
Free Trade Area

→Africa-wide results

Over 7 billion US 
dollars in welfare 

gains

Recommends 
following regional 
and international 

standards

Increases wages and 
grows investment

Export growth in 
processed agri-food and 

manufacturing 
→ structural 

transformation



- Transparency is a necessary condition for regulatory
cooperation and convergence. And has benefits in
itself.

- Gains from regulatory cooperation and convergence
are much bigger than those of tariff reductions

- Most countries worldwide and in Africa have already
completed data collection

Conclusions
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…so how do we collect the data?
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Work flow of the data collection

1. What type of regulations are we 

looking for? 

2. How do we get comprehensive 

information?

…and to keep up-to-date

3. NTM classification

4. HS classification

5. Registering affected countries 

A) Identifying all relevant 

regulations from official 

sources and documents

B) Classifying and registering the 

information

Government to take the lead
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Scope of data collection

Currently applied
Affecting

international

trade

Official and 

mandatory 

Detailed and specific
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Affecting international trade

Currently applied
Affecting

international

trade

Official and 

mandatory 

Detailed and specific
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UNCTAD-MAST Classification

Voluntary standards 

Mandatory standards ✓

The International NTM 
Classification gives a 
good indication of 
types of regulations

Also regulations that 
apply equally to 
domestic and foreign 
products  
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Currently applied

Currently applied
Affecting

international

trade

Official and 

mandatory 

Detailed and specific
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Currently applied

2024

1990 Food safety law

1991 Food safety 
implementation regulation

2000 Food safety law 
amendment

What's in force today?
Considering amendments, 
revoke, repeal

Not the law as it was in 1990,
Not only those recent amendments
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Official and mandatory / comprehensiveness

Currently applied
Affecting

international

trade

Official and 

mandatory 

Detailed and specific
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Official and mandatory
➢ Identifying all trade-related regulations of a country is one of the 

biggest challenges of the data collection – but also one of the most 

important ones

➢ Every country has a different institutional framework

➢ Country-expertise is indispensable, no “one size fits all”-approach

1

2

Centralized sources/publications 
Some countries compile and publish all their laws, regulations, acts, 
decrees, etc across all government institutions in one centralized 
publication

Decentralized sources
When a centralized source is missing, regulations need to be 
obtained from various ministries and institutions that regulate trade 
(it is essential to obtain all regulations from each source)

Types of official sources: 
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Detailed and specific

Currently applied
Affecting

international

trade

Official and 

mandatory 

Detailed and specific
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Law and regulations

Law / Act

Passed by 
Parliament

Published in 
Gazette, other

"Delegated 
legislation"

Issued by 
Specialized 

departments, 
Ministries

Published in

Gazette, Web 
site, other

Decree, Ordinance, 
Order in Council, 
Edict, Directive, etc

Usually, these are more specific

Delegated legislation is 
based on authority 
conferred by an 
Act/Law
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Preliminary results of trade-related 
regulations collected by AI
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