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United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

(1992)

The multilateral process - Timeline and milestones

Copenhagen 
Accord 
(2009)

Cancun 
Agreements 
(2010)

Paris 
Agreement 
(2015)

Katowice 
Climate 
Package 
(2018)
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Paris Agreement | Purpose
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Paris Agreement | Long-term goals
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Paris Agreement | Structure

Source - The Paris Agreement:  
Analysis, Assessment and Outlook 

A new approach – pledge and review (except for adaptation)
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Paris Agreement | The “ambition” cycle

Talanoa
Dialogue
2018

NDC
2020

Submit new (2025)
or update (2030) 
9-12 months before

Communicated individual 
efforts

iNDC
submission
2015

Paris
Agreement
2015

Parties join PA 
iNDC → NDC
2016

PA enters
into force
2016

Inform updating NDCs in a 
nationally determined manner 

(progression clause)

Action at national level!

5 years cycle

Enhanced
transparency
framework

Reported 
individual efforts

2025

2030
…

Key to catalyze progress

2033

2028

Assess collective progress 
towards purpose and 
long-term global goals

Global 
Stocktake

2023

(I)NDCs: Put us at a median global mean temperature increase of 2.6–3.1 degrees Celsius by 2100

(probability + uncertainty)

The GST will lead to enhanced action over time, thus reducing median global temp
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Paris Agreement | Adaptation

Global stocktake

Recognize adaptation 
efforts of developing 

countries

Enhance the 
implementation of 
adaptation action

Review the adequacy 
and effectiveness of 

adaptation action and 
support

Review the overall 
progress in achieving 

the global goal on 
adaptation

Parties submit 
AdComsNAPs

NDCs

NatComs

Multilateral 
facilitative 

consultations
Parties report under 

ETF Information on good 
practices, priorities, 

needs and gaps

Information on climate 
change impacts and 

adaptation

Information on state of 
adaptation efforts, 

support, experiences 
and priorities

Information on science

Legend

Information from Parties

Information from NPSH

Purpose and long-term mitigation goals

AdComs recorded in 
a public registry

Technical expert 
review

Communicated 

information

Reported 

information

Individual 

efforts

Collective 

efforts

IPCC AR6 products

Yearbook (?)
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Paris Agreement | (I)NDCs

❖ Parties with a 2025 target in their 

NDCs need to “communicate new” 

NDCs by 2020 → 31 countries are in 

this position;

❖ Parties with a 2030 target need to 

update their NDCs by 2020

❖ Seven Countries are currently in a 

position of possibly overachieving 

their NDCs;
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Paris Agreement | Adaptation priority sectors in (I)NDCs

Water; 121

Agriculture; 108

Health; 89

Ecosyst; 75

Forestry; 75
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75 % (132) of (I)NDCs prioritize climate action in the transport sector – mostly 

mitigation



11

Paris Agreement | Climate hazards identified in adaptation components of (I)NDCs

Extr. weather; 106

Floods; 84

Precip. change; 82

Droughts; 77

Temp. rise; 75

Sea level; 61
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Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action (MPGCA) – established at COP 22 for pre-2020

• MPGCA has organized Transport Action Events at each COP since the 21st session (2015) → some topics 

at COP24: setting strategic visions and tools, and developing safe and affordable services for the sector

• Works under the leadership of two climate champions charged with triggering more ambitious action, 

mostly by non-Party stakeholders, including in the transport sector

• At COP 22, over 395 individuals and 55 organizations signed a declaration on resilient transport in a 

changing climate committing to accelerate efforts to make transport infrastructure, systems and 

services more resilient to current and future climate change by integrating adaptation into all their 

relevant policies or guidelines, investment decisions, infrastructure design and construction parameters, 

and transport operations

• As of Dec 2018, there were 22 MPGCA transport initiatives touching on all transport modes  → the 

initiatives are at various stages (defining targets, indicators, etc.,)
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Knowledge platform: contains Adaptation case studies; Methods and tools; Relevant 

publications, technical documents, training material and online portals; Latest news on 

adaptation under UNFCCC process, and from NWP partner organizations.

Some relevant resources | Nairobi Workprogramme
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Closing remarks

• Climate change is having and will continue to have devastating impacts → Every half a 

degree matters. Each year matters. Each choice matters!

• The benefits far outweigh the costs of inaction and international collaboration on 

addressing climate change is essential!

• Adaptation in transport needs more attention!

http://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWP/Pages/Tools.aspx
http://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWP/News/Pages/All.aspx


Thank you

Tubua Walters, Assoc. Programme Officer

Adaptation Programme, UNFCCC

wtubua@unfccc.int / unfccc.int
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