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Thank you, Mister Chair.
Excellencies, colleagues, distinguished panelists, good morning.

As the Pact for the Future states, science, technology, and innovation can accelerate the
realization of the aspirations of the United Nations across the three pillars, which are
sustainable development, peace and security, and human rights.

To fully maximize the potential of STI, the Philippines believes that there must be a
conducive environment not just for experts but also for all stakeholders of the society to
thrive through the application of STI.

First is through enabling policies. The Philippines has put in place policies that will help
scientific and technological innovations in the country flourish. These include the
Philippine Innovation Act and the Philippine Technology Transfer Act of 2009, among
many others. Focusing on Sustainable Development Goal 8, the Philippine Innovative
Startup Act was enacted to foster inclusive growth through an innovative economy by
streamlining government and nongovernment initiatives to create new jobs and
opportunities, improve production, and advance innovation and trade in the country. This
law also paved the way for the Startup Grant Fund.



In SDG 5, the country also has a Magna Carta of Women which guarantees the civil,
political and economic rights of women in the marginalized sectors. It particularly states
women'’s right to employment, livelihood, credit, capital and technology.

Second, governments should also promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable
economic growth through productive employment and decent work. The Philippines
implements a Community Empowerment thru Science and Technology (CEST) Program
which is a package of S&T interventions that aims to build progressive, empowered and
resilient rural communities, including through livelihood programs directed for women in
communities. The government also provides support for the advancement of
technological needs of local MSMEs through the SETUP 4.0 Program.

Third, the Philippines recognizes that science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
education is a powerful tool to prepare the younger generations for more opportunities.
We have been providing scholarship opportunities for secondary education through the
Philippine Science High School System and STEM undergraduate to postgraduate
scholarship offerings through the Department of Science and Technology and its
partnership with international partners.

There is a crucial need to retool, reskill, and upskill the workforce in this rapidly changing
world. Hence, the has been upskilling tens of thousands of individuals in data science
and Al, preparing the workforce for an Al-driven economy.

Excellencies, lastly, international cooperation would further help us collectively work
towards sustainable development and advance inclusive science- and evidence-based
solutions. Technical cooperation among Member States in the CSTD and in the UN built
on trust and equally beneficial partnerships would help us all harness the benefits of STI.
We could promote talent mobility, knowledge sharing, joint research and development
and STI initiatives, and transfer of environmentally sound technologies, especially to
developing countries, while ensuring equal access for all genders.

Together, we could create just and science-based policies and promote the ethical use
of science, technology, and innovation for the greater good.

Thank you.
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