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Speech,  
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Item 2: High-level  roundtable  on progress  made  in the  implementation  of  and  follow-up

to the  outcomes  of  the  World  Summit  on the Information  Society  at the  regional  and

international  level

Commission  on Science  and Technology  for  Development,  twenty-second  session

"14 May20l9,  15-18h

Palais des Nations, Room XVII, Floorl  E Building
Geneva,  Switzerland

Ladies  and  gentlemen,

Let me start  by all distinguished  speakers  and panelists,  expecially  the kpynots  spe:iksr

H F Ambassador  Janis  Kqrklinq,  who  knows  UNESCO  so wall for their  remarkable

interventions.

UNESCO  works  to create  inclusive  knowledge  societies  and empower  local  communities

by increasing  access  to and preservation  and sharing  of information  and knowledge  in

its domains  of action.  Our  vision  of Information  and Knowledge  Societies  embraces  a

vision  of inclusive,  multi-stakeholder,  right-based,  open,  diverse  and  participatory

approaches.

UNESCO  has been  at the forefront  of the WSIS  process  since  its inception  and was

involved  in organizing  regional  pre-WSIS  preparatory  consultations.  We  continue  to

serve  as the  facilitator  for  6 of the  WSIS  Action  Lines  coordinating  global  actions  in the

areas  of:

Access  to information  and  knowledge  (C3)

E-learning  (C7)

E-science  (C7)

Cultural  diversity  and identity,  linguistic  diversity  and  local  content  (C8)

Media  (C9),  and

Ethical  dimensions  of the  Information  Society  (C1 0)

UNESCO  and stakeholders  have  achieved  significant  progress  in a wide  range  of  areas

related  to advancing  freedom  of expression  and access  to information.  Specifically,

UNESCO  has  explored  the  impact  of  emerging  issues,  such  as Al, the Internet  of  Things,

big data  and blockchain  on freedom  of expression  and privacy  in the digital  age. It is
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UNESCO's  IPDC  i 9es t6 support  an extensive  range  of media  :lev-elopment

activities in de jying countries and countries in tra7  i e. The efforts of the
IPDO  e had an important  impact  on a range  of  fields  covering,  among  others,
protecting  safety  of journali  promotion  of media  independence  and  i

In the  framework  of UNESCO's  work  as facilitator  for  action  line  C1 0 (Ethical  Dimensions

of the  Information  Society)  of the  WSIS  process  and  follow  up and  within  the  realm  of its
work  on  information  ethics  as  part of its  Intergovernmental  Information  for All
Programme,  the Organization  has  promoted  cooperation  to ensure  the development  of
universally  held  values  and principles  to furtherinclusive  knowledge  societies,  notably  in
a world  of rapid  technological  change  and the development  of  artificial  intelligence.

In the field  of UNESCO's  work  on artificial  intelligence,  UNESCO's  mandate  ca!Is
inherently  for  a human-centred  approach  to Al; to shift  the  conversation  to include  Al's
role  in addressing  current  inequalities  regarding  access  to knowledge,  research  and the
diversity  of cultural  expressions  and to ensure  Al does  not widen  the technological
divides  within  and between  countries.  The  promise  of "Al  for  all" must  be that  everyone
can take  advantage  of the technological  'revolution  under  way  and access  its fruits,
notably  in terms  of innovation  and  knowledge.

UNESCO  is committed  to facilitating  a philosophical  reflection  on the  impact  of Al and
what  it is to be human,  how  this  technology  will  affect  humanity,  and on the  ethics  of Al
in subjects  such  as  education,  culture,  the  sciences,  and  communication  and
information.

Ladies  and  gentlemen,

In closing,  I would  like  to underline  that  one  of the  two  priority  themes  of  the Commission
this  year  - the  impact  of rapid  technological  change  on sustainable  development  -  is at
the heart  of UNESCO's  current  reflections  and actions  to ensure  that ICTs are
harnessed,  across  the  Organization's  mandate,  to contribute  to Agenda  2030.  UNESCO
looks  forward  to continuing  to work  closely  with  the CSTD  and ECOSOC  to formulate,
alongside  stakeholders,  proposals  and  chart  a roadmap  forward  to ensure  cooperation
in the  field  of ICTs  for  sustainable  development
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