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ITU is the United Nations specialized agency 
for information and communication 

technologies (ICTs) 

@ITU

ITU Radiocommunication
Coordinating radio-frequency spectrum 
and assigning orbital slots for satellites

ITU Standardization
Establishing international standards

ITU Development
Bridging the digital divide

Each sector has a separate 

mandate, but all work 

towards connecting the 

world

Our sectors:





Estimated USD 1 Trillion in GDP Growth by 2030

AI in Southeast Asia



AI Risks



Recruitment Finances

Gen AI stereotyping Facial and voice 

recognition

Examples



Underrepresentation 

of women in AI

Lack of inclusion of 

gender perspective in AI 

instruments

Intersectionality

Systemic Challenges



Our Project

Supported by the Australian Government’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade under 

the Cyber and Critical Tech Cooperation Program

Project focus:

• Artificial intelligence 

+ gender equality + 

social inclusion

• Development of 

standards, policies, 

frameworks, and 

initiatives

Timeline: 

June 2021 – December 2024

Project countries: 

• Indonesia

• Malaysia

• Thailand

• The Philippines

“Enhancing the Development of Standards and Frameworks 
for Critical Technologies in Southeast Asia”



Approach

Multi-stakeholder 

approach

Awareness 

raising about AI 

risks

Capacity 

development and 

training

Information sharing 

and research

Technical assistance



• AI Trainings and Workshops

• Women in AI Networking 

• Webinar Series on Inclusive AI 
Policies and Standards

• Research on Inclusive AI Policies in 
Southeast Asia

• Collaboration with UNESCO on 
RAM

• AI Policy Co-Creation Workshops

• Etc.

Project Activities



1. Create specific guidelines 
on gender and AI

2. Establish committees and 
task forces to lead 
gender/societal impact 
assessments

3. Develop gender-sensitive 
AI standards

4. Invest in efforts that 
accelerate women’s 
participation in AI

Report Recommendations



Policy Updates

Indonesia Malaysia Thailand

The Philippines



Project Takeaways

1. Need for continued information sharing and capacity 
building on gender-sensitive and socially inclusive AI

2. Need for integrated, intersectional, and inclusive 
approaches to AI 

3. Need to actively counter AI risks to women and vulnerable 
groups

4. Need for continued investment in 
women/girls/minorities/groups’ participation in and 
ownership of AI 

5. Need for partnerships and collaborative approaches



Thank you!
United Nations specialized agency for information and

communication technologies – ITU

Contact Us

ITU Regional Office for Asia

and the Pacific: 

ituasiapacificregion@itu.int
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