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SDG Indicators Data Reporting Form – Metadata 
SDG indicator 16.4.1: “Total value of inward and outward illicit financial flows (in current United States dollars)”.
Tax and commercial illicit financial flows estimates
Module 1 – Trade misinvoicing
This form is dedicated to the collection of metadata information related to the compilation of estimates of tax and commercial illicit financial flows (IFFs) for SDG indicator 16.4.1, specifically on trade misinvoicing. The information submitted in this form shall refer to the data submitted in the corresponding Excel form “SDG16_4_1 - Data reporting template_for countries_for_review_FINAL_EN.xlsx”. The form shall be compiled even if only total estimates are being provided in the Excel file.
Countries are invited to submit information as detailed as possible, making particular reference to deviations from prescribed methodologies and assumptions adopted at each stage of the estimation process. 

1. Reported method 

1.1. Please indicate the method you are submitting information on. If both methods recommended by UNCTAD (Method #1: Partner Country Method “plus”, and Method #2:  Price Filter Method “plus”) have been applied, please report here information related to the application of one method only, and use another copy of this template to submit details on the application of the other method.

	☐	Method #1 – Partner Country Method “plus”
	☐	Method #2 – Price Filter Method “plus”
	☐	Other methods (please specify) 

2. Agency responsible for submitting the data

[free text]

3. Contributing agencies

3.1. Please indicate all agencies that contributed to the production of trade misinvoicing estimates at any stages of the measurement process.
[free text]

4. Time coverage 

4.1. What years are covered by estimates?
[start year] – [end year]
4.2. If estimates do not refer to the calendar year (e.g., fiscal year or any other deviations), please specify the time period covered?
[free text]
4.3. If relevant, please specify any other details regarding time coverage (e.g., estimates were carried out monthly or quarterly) that could not be specified in the Excel file.

[free text]

5. Geographical coverage 

5.1. Do estimates cover the whole territory of your country (i.e., general trade system)?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No

5.2. If not, could you please specify exclusions? (e.g., specific regions, overseas territories, special economic zones…)

[free text]

5.3. Are all possible trade destination countries (of your exports) covered, or only a selection of destination countries? 
☐ Yes
☐ No

5.4. If not, please specify the destination countries excluded from the estimates, and the exclusion criteria:
[free text]

5.5. Are all possible trade origin countries (of your imports) covered, or only a selection of origin countries? 
☐ Yes
☐ No

5.6. If not, please specify the origin countries excluded from the estimates, and the exclusion criteria:
[free text]

6. Products coverage (by HS)

6.1. Do estimates cover all products, based on the Harmonized System (HS) nomenclature?
☐ Yes
☐ No

6.2. If not, which commodities have been included or excluded, and for which reasons/following which criteria? If possible, please indicate the commodities excluded, possibly by making reference to the HS[footnoteRef:1] nomenclature (including specifying the HS edition – e.g., HS 2017). [1:  https://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/nomenclature/instrument-and-tools/hs-nomenclature-2022-edition.aspx ] 


[free text]

7. Estimates granularity

7.1. Please indicate the granularity of estimates, by selecting the highest (most detailed) HS nomenclature digits used to produce estimates:

	☐	Chapter level (denoted by Roman numbers I, II, III…)
	☐	2 digits
	☐	4 digits
	☐	6 digits
	☐	Other (please specify) ….

7.2. If needed, please provide more details on granularity of estimates (possibly making reference to the HS nomenclature).

[free text]

8. Methodological steps

8.1. Please describe methodological steps adopted to develop estimates, (e.g., including the specific adjustments of the trade discrepancy).

Step 1: … [free text]
Step 2: … [free text]
Step 3: … [free text]
…

9. Methodological adjustments

9.1. Please explain methodological adjustments adopted along the estimation process (if not already provided in the “Methodological steps” section above), particularly if this deviates from the UNCTAD methodological guidelines[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  E.g., https://unctad.org/publication/towards-statistical-framework-measurement-tax-and-commercial-illicit-financial-flows] 


[free text]

10. Aggregation

10.1. If applicable, please provide details on how estimates on trade misinvoicing have been aggregated with estimates on aggressive tax avoidance (and/or tax evasion) to generate estimates of total IFFs in your country provided in the Excel file. If both trade misinvoicing measurement methods have been applied, include criteria used to select estimates for the calculation of the total IFFs (inward and/or outward): 
[free text]

11. Data sources

11.1. Please indicate the sources of data used to produce estimates, possibly including data source institution (e.g. UN Statistics Division), name of the data used (e.g. UN Comtrade) and series name(s) (if any).

[free text]

12. Comparability

12.1. Please explain if the estimates are comparable, making reference to 2 criteria: 
· Internal: comparability of estimates over time and products
· External: comparability with other country estimates, particularly as a result of deviations from UNCTAD guidelines.
[free text]

13. Treatment of missing values

13.1. Please explain how missing values have been handled in the estimation process.

[free text]

14. Quality management

14.1. If any, please report limitations in the quality of data and adopted mitigation measures. 

[free text]

14.2. If any, please report limitations in the application of the methodology and the adopted mitigation measures.

[free text]

15. Suggested future adjustments 

15.1. Please feel free to indicate any data (source) adjustments that you would suggest for the future, based on your pilot testing experience.

[free text]

15.2. Please feel free to indicate any methodological adjustments that you would suggest for the future, based on your pilot testing experience.

[free text]


16. Other relevant information

[free text]
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