






•

–

–

–

–



 

• Poverty eradication 
means doubling the 
lowest household 
incomes globally in just 
15 years… 

• …after they have 
stagnated for the last 
20-30 years 
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But higher non-farm % does 
not necessarily mean more 
transformation, because it 
includes survivalist 
"entrepreneurship by 
necessity" as well as 
dynamic "entrepreneurship 
by choice" 
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Statistics 



  Labour force 

  

Total  

(Thousands) 

Share in agriculture 

(% of total) 

Female share of agricultural 

labour force  

(%) 

  1980 1995 2010 2014 1980 1995 2010 2014 1980 1995 2010 2014 

LDCs 161'032 242'811 368'329 410'983 79 73 66 64 46 47 49 50 

African LDCs and Haiti   92'854   142'046   227'337   258'984  82 78 71 69 47 48 49 50 

Asian LDCs   67'619   99'936   139'816   150'690  75 66 57 54 43 44 48 49 

Island LDCs  559   829   1'176   1'309  76 72 66 64 46 45 47 48 

Findings 

Female share of the agricultural 
labour force, LDCs 

Source: FAOSTAT, Population Statistics (retrieved on 05/05/2015).  
Female share of the agricultural labour force: total number of women economically active in 
agriculture divided by the total population economically active in agriculture 
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specific 
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Gender gap in agricultural 
productivity 

Inhibits growth and  diversification 
potential of the rural economy 
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