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Africa’s energy transition strategy, the AfCFTA 
and Regional Economic Communities – 

supporting services sectors relevant for energy 
transition 



7 Strategic Objectives 

•  Accelerate Africa’s energy 
transition and transformation

• Driven by AU Agenda 2063, 
SDGs and Paris Agreement

LINKS to trade 
agenda (in 
services and 
goods)



Energy transition at national level: 
case of South Africa



RECs are building blocks of the 
AfCFTA – case of SADC’s trade 
in services agenda

SADC: Priority Sectors in the first round of negotiations



SADC: trade in services cont’d



SADC: trade in services cont’d



Completing first round …
potential for energy transition 
agenda



African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) – trade in services supporting 

energy transition

AfCFTA is more than a free trade area agreement



• Comprehensive broad-based references to climate and  
sustainability across the legal compact: Protocols: trade in 
goods, trade in services, investment, intellectual property, 
competition policy, digital trade, women and youth in trade

• Synergies with Agenda 2063: AfCFTA is a Flagship project of 
the African Union – providing links to the AU’s energy 
transition strategy

• AfCFTA  - a Framework for Africa’s industrialization
• AfCFTA trade facilitation agenda (e.g. green corridor 

development programme) – links directly to trade in services 
agenda (Note: sectoral coverage and modes of supply (e.g. 
modes 3 and 4)

Supporting energy transition 
through the AfCFTA



AfCFTA Trade in Services Agenda  - 
opportunities to support energy transition?

FIVE Priority Sectors (First Phase) – 
State Parties will add others e.g. 
distribution
• Financial Services
• Communication Services
• Transport Services
• Tourism
• Business services

• Financial Services
• Communication 

Services



Conclusion: 
Supporting 
energy transition: 
leveraging trade 
in services 
linkages  across 
the AfCFTA

• Trade in goods (environmental goods, tariffs….., 
standards (TBT))

• Investment – mode 3 connections  (e.g.
infrastructure: generation, transmission and 
distribution  - transformation)

• Competition  Policy (energy transition  - Public 
Interest matter)

• Intellectual Property Rights (technology 
development and transfer) 

• Trade facilitation (financial services, transport incl
green corridor developments, professional services 
– capacity building  and technology development: 
links directly to trade in services)

• Industrialisation Agenda: energy transition for 
sustainable industrial, agricultural development


