
Statistics on international 
trade in services

• are needed

• are difficult to compile

• are worth being improved



Growing importance of statistics on 
international trade-in-services
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Needed for …

• assessment of international competitiveness

• trade negotiations, trade policy formation

• market analysis

• research

• balance of payments

• …

21.8%

Value of global 
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Services Goods



Difficult to compile

Data sources

• Administrative data not always 
an option

• Importance of surveys

- Need for a sample frame 
(business register)

- Non-response

- Survey costs

• Multiple data sources 
(specific to categories)
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Statistical system

• IT infrastructure

• Knowledge

• Institutional 
arrangements

• Financial resources

• Confidentiality, trust
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Nature of services

• Intangible

• Production activities 
rather than physical 
objects

• Trade not separable 
from production
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Availability of national TiS data

0

50

100

150

200

Total services:
Level-1

Transport: Level-2 Other business
services: Level-3

Professional and
management

services: Level-4

Legeal,
accounting,

management:
Level-5

Number of reporting countries by level of produt detail

Developing economies Developed economies



Building up capacities

TrainForTrade e-learning

TiSSTAT



Reviewing the compilation standards

UNCEBTS Task-Team on 
International Trade Statistics 



UNCTAD information products

UNCTADstat Data Center

ITS 
Bulletin

Nowcast


