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UN Trade and Development Quadrennial 
conference

Geneva Consensus 

• 4 days
• 170 national delegations
• 80 ministers and vice ministers

• UNCTAD’s path forward
• Concrete mandates and roadmap

On the digital economy: countries underscored
that technological advances are creating both
opportunities and divides and called for UNCTAD
to support developing countries in building the
skills, infrastructure and frameworks necessary
to harness an inclusive and sustainable digital
economy.



Geneva consensus

Digital economy measurement
22 […] creating better service trade data 
while addressing both the persistent 
challenges of sparse data on services trade, 
informality and low productivity in some 
service sectors and the emerging challenges 
of digital service provision […].

42.bis (a) Continue its efforts in enhancing 
developing countries’ capacities to harness 
the digital economy and narrowing digital and 
data divides by means of research, capacity 
building, […], and knowledge sharing, and in 
synergy with other relevant international 
organizations and related public and private 
stakeholders, and civil society organizations, 
including by addressing challenges of digital 
and emerging technology, including AI, 
identifying and supporting an enabling 
environment for digital infrastructure 
development,  improving digital literacy and 
skills, and supporting the participation of 
MSMEs, women, and youth-led business in 
the digital economy;

42(b) Enhance support to developing countries 
in their capacity for electronic commerce, 
including through digital trade negotiation 
support, and in the assessment of their readiness 
for the digital economy and for harnessing gains 
from digital trade, including through eTrade 
Readiness Assessments and follow up on the 
implementation of its policy recommendation.

42(b).bis. Continue producing analysis to, as well 
as promoting and facilitating discussions on, the 
challenges faced by developing countries on 
their public revenue generation capacity, in view 
of digital transformation process, in order to 
foster international cooperation on this subject.

42bis(m) Contribute, in accordance with its 
mandate and in synergy with the UN system and 
other organisations, to initiatives, debates and 
events on digital trade and digital economy from 
a development perspective



ECDE measurement 

acting across all UNCTAD pillars

E-commerce and Digital economy 
measurement

ICT usage in 
business

ICT sector and 
trade

E-commerce 
value Digital trade
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Research and 
analysis

Intergovernmental

Technical 
cooperation

In close collaboration with UNCTAD Statistics, Data and Digital Service



A key foundation for research and 
analysis by UNCTAD and others

https://unctadstat.unctad.org/datacentre/

Research and analysis

International databases

https://unctadstat.unctad.org/datacentre/


ICT usage in business

Core indicators:

• Established through the Partnership on Measuring ICT 
for Development 

• Set out in the UNCTAD Manual for the Production of 
Statistics on the Digital Economy

Used for national and international analyses

Collection conducted every 2 years

Where possible, filled from Eurostat and OECD
databases

Other economies provide figures directly to 
UNCTAD through an online collection tool

Requests for participation are sent to all 
permanent missions in Geneva, WG-ECDE 
participants, and previous respondents



ICT usage in business

2025 update live soon

• Includes figures submitted by Member States through 2025 collection

• Forthcoming updated Eurostat (2025) and OECD data will be 
incorporated early in the New Year

Response remains limited

• Statistics on ICT usage in business are only produced in a minority of 
countries

• Production of statistics can be irregular

• More countries have these indicators, but don’t respond to the collection

• Broader participation will be crucial to ensure the viability of this 
collection going forward

Future plans

• Finalise review against UNCTAD Statistics Quality Assurance Framework

• Next collection in 2027
• Review of core indicators Source: UNCTAD Core indicators on ICT use in business 

databases (https://unctadstat.unctad.org/datacentre/)



Digitally deliverable trade

Aggregated from trade in 
services by products

• only services can be 
delivered digitally

• joint UNCTAD-WTO 
collection of underlying 
services statistics

• Updated annually 
(September)

Useful indicator in the 
absence of collecting 
data on digitally 
delivered trade



NEW database on e-commerce value



NEW database on e-commerce value

Availability and 
comparability 
can still be 
much improved 

→ TG-eCOM



Intergovernmental

Working Group on Measuring E-commerce and the 
Digital Economy (WG-ECDE)

The WG-ECDE provides a forum that:

• Supports the exchange of experience and institutional cooperation 

• Showcases relevant developments in statistics – with a focus on business / economic aspects of digital 
economy measurement

• Encourages member States to produce and disseminate relevant statistics

• Reviews relevant statistical definitions, methodologies and guidelines

• Identifies areas where methodological improvement should be undertaken

• Reviews progress in the implementation of definitions, methodologies and guidelines if needed, along with 
any obstacles to their implementation

• Identifies needs for statistical capacity building in developing countries, especially LDCs

• Explores new avenues for South-South cooperation

Meets annually, in Geneva (hybrid format currently not possible due to funding 
constraints)

Participants with relevant expertise: government, international organizations, expert 
organizations, civil society 

Source: https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/tdb_ede2019_WorkingGroupToRs_en.pdf



Intergovernmental

Task Group on Measuring E-commerce Value (TG-
eCOM)

Group orientated around the specific task of developing Guidelines and 
Recommendations on Measuring E-commerce Value

Focused discussions following work plan of topics established by the members

Meets quarterly, usually online

Participants with hands-on experience of developing e-commerce statistics

Financial support by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia



Technical Cooperation

Regional and bi-lateral support
Workshops on measuring digital trade: 130 participants from 56 countries in 2025

• Delivered jointly with IMF / OECD / WTO / UNECLAC / SPC 

• Funded by CDB / IDB / UNCTAD / WTO

Bilateral technical assistance:
• Fiji
• Saudi Arabia



Priorities for 2026

Core indicators on ICT in business and the ICT sector

• Review of core indicators (through WG-ECDE)

• Complete quality review of indicators database and enhancements to collection platform

E-commerce and digital trade

• TG-eCOM: finalization of guidelines and recommendations on measuring e-commerce value 

• Development of capacity building / technical assistance offer

• Maintaining and enhancing database on e-commerce value and digitally ordered trade

• Integration of digital trade in TISSTAT

Capacity building and technical assistance 

• Including with partners (IMF, OECD and WTO)

7th Meeting of WG-ECDE 3-4 December 2026 (TBC)



Thank you
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