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Business contribution to addressing climate 
change

• 2010: Overview of government policies 
and corporate practices  supporting a 
transition to a low carbon economy

• 2011: Stocktaking on current practices 
in OECD (and other) countries on 
climate change reporting  
(research/consultations/survey)

• Part of joint project with the Climate 
Standards Disclosure Board (CDSB), 
Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) and 
UNCTAD to inform discussions on 
consistency of climate disclosure rules



Increase in government reporting schemes
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Government drivers of carbon disclosure     



Business drivers



Investors’ drivers



Challenges



Current research at OECD: Stocktaking 
of existing schemes

Research questions:
• What are the common elements of carbon 

reporting schemes?
• How can divergences be explained? 
Methodology:
• Comparative analysis of building blocks of 

existing voluntary and mandatory carbon 
reporting provisions in the OECD 

• Case study analysis of carbon reporting 
provisions in UK, France, Australia and Japan
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Preliminary Findings
1. Common elements of reporting schemes concern the 

measurement, calculation and reporting methodology: 
GHG Protocol is „quasi“ international standard.

2. Divergences are due to different motivations for 
governments to put in place carbon reporting 
provisions, the ultimate use of information and different 
target audiences.

3. Voluntary schemes often demand a larger scope of 
information than mandatory schemes.

4. Verification of information is rarely required  (excepct 
where linked to emission trading scheme).

5. In countries with multiple regional initiatives a need for 
consistency has led to reforms.
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