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I. BACKGROUND  

Regional Seminars on Trade and Competition in Latin America and the Caribbean were held in 
April 2009 and May 2010 in Caracas and Brasilia. Both meetings were attended by authorities in 
charge of foreign trade and competition from the Member States of SELA, as well as officials of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

The agendas of the seminars included issues such as the relations between the areas of foreign 
trade and defence of competition, the potentials for regional cooperation in matters related to 
trade and competition, the enforcement of competition rules and the contribution of competition 
policy to economic development, the needs for technical assistance for institutional capacity-
building, and the experiences gained from implementing the Set of Multilaterally Agreed Equitable 
Principles and Rules for the Control of Restrictive Business Practices. 

The Working Group on Trade and Competition (WGTC) was formally established through Decision 
N° 519 of the XXXVI Latin American Council of SELA, which was held from 27 to 29 October 2010. 
It is made up by the Permanent Secretariat of SELA and the General Secretariat of UNCTAD. 

The First Meeting of the WGTC took place in Bogotá, Colombia, on 4 and 5 July 2011. It was aimed 
at confirming and formalizing the Working Group as a unique regional forum of authorities for 
regional cooperation, consultation and coordination, and at promoting coherence among trade 
and competition policies in Latin American and Caribbean countries. 

The II Meeting was held in Lima, Peru, on 18 and 19 June 2012. There, participants discussed the 
contribution of competition clauses in regional trade integration agreements, public procurement 
and its relation with trade and competition, and the challenges posed by cross-border anti-
competitive practices for emerging and developing countries. 

The III Meeting, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on 24 and 25 September 2013, focused on trade 
and competition in the energy and hydrocarbons markets, regional institutional capacity building 
in both sectors, competition policy in the telecommunications sector, provision of goods and 
services, promotion of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), inter-institutional cooperation, 
and recent legislative reforms in the areas of trade and competition in the countries of the region. 

This IV Meeting will provide the first opportunity for the WGTC to gather in the Caribbean 
subregion, as a meeting space for national authorities responsible for outlining trade and 
competition policies and for the participation of multilateral and regional integration 
organizations. 

II. DATE, VENUE AND LANGUAGES FOR THE IV MEETING OF THE WGTC  

The IV Annual Meeting of the WGTC will take place at the Hotel Barceló Bávaro Beach Resort 
and Convention Centre, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, on 5 and 6 November 2014.  

There will be Spanish-English interpretation services. 

 

III.  OBJECTIVE 

Analyze various issues of regional interest related to trade and competition, make a 
comprehensive assessment of the work of the Working Group during its four years of existence, 
and consider its usefulness for the Member States of SELA in the future. 
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IV. SESSIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS FROM PARTICIPANTS 

The meeting will deal with the following subjects:  

 Litigations of Latin America and Caribbean countries at the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and underlying competition issues (to be discussed during the high-level section) 

 Trade and competition in the food market: The effects of purchasing power on the food 
chain 

 Collusion and transparency in government procurement: Case studies 

 Air transport and free competition 

 Mass media as strategic tools for the promotion of competition 

 Competition policy and trade facilitation measures 

 Future of the Working Group: Need to continue with the WGTC or possibility to 
incorporate or merge it with other regional initiatives 

V. PARTICIPANTS 

 Official representatives, from the area of trade and from the area of competition from each 
Member State of SELA 

 Representatives of multilateral and regional integration organizations 

 Representatives of the Permanent Secretariat of SELA 

 Representatives of the General Secretariat of UNCTAD 

 High-Level officials of Dominican Republic 

 

VI. ORGANIZERS AND CONTACTS 

For any query concerning the organization of the meeting, please contact: 

Competition and Consumer Protection for 
Latin America Programme  

UNCTAD Secretariat 

www.unctad.org/competition 

www.programacompal.org 

Pedro Lagonegro 

Tel: +41 22 91 75072 

pedro.Lagonegro@unctad.org 

Permanent Secretariat of SELA 

www.sela.org 

José Gabriel Villegas 

Tel: +58 212 955.7112/ 955.7111 

jvillegas@sela.org  

National Commission on Defence of 
Competition of Dominican Republic 

http://procompetencia.gov.do/  

Ocirema Caminero 

Tel: +1 829 547-0467 Ext. 239 

ocirema.caminero@procompetencia.gov.do  

 

http://www.unctad.org/competition
http://www.programacompal.org/
mailto:pedro.Lagonegro@unctad.org
http://www.sela.org/
mailto:jvillegas@sela.org
http://procompetencia.gov.do/
mailto:ocirema.caminero@procompetencia.gov.do
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VII. AGENDA 

First day (Wednesday, 5 November 2014)  

15:30-16:00 REGISTRATION 

16:00-17:00 OPENING SESSION 

  José Del Castillo Saviñón, Ministry of Industry and Trade of Dominican 
    Republic  

  Representative of the Permanent Secretariat of SELA  

  Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD 
 

High-Level Section  

LITIGATIONS OF LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES AT THE 
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO) AND UNDERLYING COMPETITION 
ISSUES 

Moderator: Representative of Dominican Republic 

 Ambassador Guillermo Valles, Director of the Division on International Trade 
and Commodities (DITC), UNCTAD 

 Fernando Piérola, Senior Lawyer of the Advisory Centre on WTO Law 

 Pedro Páez, Superintendent, Superintendence for Control of Market Power of 
Ecuador  

 Delroy Beckford, Legal Counsel, Jamaica Fair Trade Commission  

 Márcio Naves de Lima, Director of International Negotiations, Secretary of 
Foreign Trade of Brazil 

Debate 

17:00-17:15 COFFEE BREAK 

17:15-19:00 SESSION I: TRADE AND COMPETITION IN THE FOOD MARKET: THE 
EFFECTS OF PURCHASING POWER ON THE FOOD CHAIN 

Moderator: Representative of the Latin American and Caribbean Economic 
System (SELA)  

 Juan Luis Crucelegui, Deputy Director, Competition and Consumer Protection 
for Latin America Programme, UNCTAD  

 Heloísa Guimarães Menezes, Secretary of Production Development of Brazil 

 Fabián Pettigrew, Member, National Commission for the Defense of 
Competition of Argentina  

Debate  

19:30-20:00 WELCOME COCKTAIL 

20:00 DINNER  
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Second day (Thursday, 6 November 2014)  

 

09:00-10:30 SESSION II: COLLUSION AND TRANSPARENCY IN GOVERNMENT 
PROCUREMENT: CASE STUDIES  

Moderator: Pierre Horna, Head of the COMPAL Programme, UNCTAD 

 Alejandro Castañeda, Commissioner, Federal Economic Competition 
Commission (COFECE) of Mexico  

 Christian Campos, Member, Commission for the Promotion of Competition 
(COPROCOM) of Costa Rica  

 Heloísa Guimarães Menezes, Secretary of Production Development of Brazil  

 José Plata Puyana, Coordinator of the Competition Advocacy Group, 
Superintendence of Industry and Commerce of Colombia  

Debate  

10:30-11:00 COFFEE BREAK 

11:00-12:30 SESSION III: AIR TRANSPORT AND FREE COMPETITION  

Moderator: Representative of the Latin American and Caribbean Economic 
System (SELA) 

 Pierre Horna, Head of the COMPAL Programme, UNCTAD 

 Christian Campos, Member, Commission for the Promotion of Competition 
(COPROCOM) of Costa Rica  

 Alejandro Castañeda, Commissioner, Federal Economic Competition 
Commission (COFECE) of Mexico  

Debate  

12:30-14:00 

 

SESSION IV: MASS MEDIA AS STRATEGIC TOOLS FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
COMPETITION  

Moderator: Representative of the Dominican Republic 

 Mónica Salamanca, Head of the Institutional Relations Department, 
     Tribunal for the Defense of Free Competition (FNE) of Chile 
 
 Hebert Tassano Velaochaga, President, National Institute for the Defense of 

Competition and the Protection of Intellectual Property (INDECOPI) of Peru 

 Mabel Marecos, Director of Standards and Trade Negotiations, Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce of Paraguay 

Debate  

14:00-15:00 FREE TIME FOR LUNCH 
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15:00-16:30 SESSION V: COMPETIITION POLICY AND TRADE FACILITATION MEASURES 

Moderator: Juan Luis Crucelegui, Deputy Director, Competition and Consumer 
Protection for Latin America Programme, UNCTAD 

 Alberto Lozano, President, Commission for the Defense and Promotion of 
Competition  (CDPC) of Honduras 

 Michael Wason, Chief Economist, Ministry of Industry and Commerce of 
Barbados 

 Márcio Naves de Lima, Director of International Negotiations, Secretary of 
Foreign Trade of Brazil 

 John Cusipuma Frisancho, Coordinator of the team for Trade Defense and 
Competition Policy, Vice-Ministry of Foreign Trade of Peru.  

 Delroy Beckford, Legal Counsel, Jamaica Fair Trade Commission  

Debate  

16:30-17:30 SESSION VI: FUTURE OF THE WORKING GROUP: NEED TO CONTINUE 
WITH THE WGTC OR POSSIBILITY TO INCORPORATE OR MERGE IT WITH 
OTHER REGIONAL INITIATIVES  

This session will serve to discuss the future prospects of the WGTC 

17:30-18:00 COFFEE BREAK  

18:00-18:30 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

18:30-19:00 CLOSING SESSION  

In charge of officials from Dominican Republic, SELA and UNCTAD 
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