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UNI TED
NATI ONS

General Assenbly

Distr.
GENERAL

Al RES/ 52/ 183
4 February 1998

Fifty-second session
Agenda item 95 (b)

RESOLUTI ON ADCPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

[on the report of the Second Conmittee (A/52/626/ Add. 2)]

52/ 183. Specific actions related to the particul ar needs
and probl ens of | andl ocked devel opi ng countries

The General Assenbly,

Recal ling the provisions of its resolutions 44/214 of 22 Decenber
1989, 46/212 of 20 Decenber 1991, 48/169 of 21 Decenber 1993 and 50/ 97
of 20 Decenber 1995, as well as the relevant parts of the Agenda for
Devel opnent, 1/

Recogni zing that the lack of territorial access to the sea, aggravated
by renpteness and isolation fromworld markets, and prohibitive transit
costs and risks impose serious constraints on the overall socio-economic
devel opment efforts of the |andl ocked devel opi ng countries,

Recogni zi ng al so that sixteen of the |andl ocked devel opi ng countries
are also classified by the United Nations as | east devel oped countries
and that their geographical situation is an added constraint on their
overall ability to cope with the challenges of devel oprent,

Recogni zi ng further that npost transit countries are thensel ves
devel opi ng countries facing serious econom c problens, including the |ack
of adequate infrastructure in the transport sector,

Recal | ing that neasures to deal with the transit problens of
| andl ocked devel oping countries require closer and even nore effective
cooperation and col | aboration between those countries and their transit
nei ghbours,

Noting the inportance of strengthening, and in this respect
recogni zing the inportant role played by, bilateral cooperative
arrangenments and subregi onal cooperation and integration, as well as the
activities of the regional commissions, in alleviating the transit
probl enms of the |andl ocked devel opi ng countries and inproving the transit
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transport systens in | andl ocked and transit devel opi ng countries,

Noting al so the inportance of strengthening the existing internationa
support neasures with a view to addressing further the probl ens of
| andl ocked devel opi ng countries,

Noting further the holding of the third Meeting of Governmental
Experts from Landl ocked and Transit Devel opi ng Countries and
Representati ves of Donor Countries and Financial and Devel oprment
Institutions, in New York from 18 to 20 June 1997

Wel coming the holding of the first North-East Asia Subregiona
Consul tative Meeting of Landl ocked and Transit Countries on transit
transport cooperation, held at U aanbaatar from 20 to 22 May 1997 under
t he auspices of the United Nations Devel opnent Programme Special Unit for
Techni cal Cooperation anong Devel opi ng Countries and the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Devel opnent,

1. Welcones the note by the Secretary-General transmitting the
progress report of the secretariat of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Devel opment on specific actions related to the particul ar needs
and probl ens of | andl ocked devel opi ng countries; 2/

2. Reaffirns the right of access of |andl ocked devel opi ng
countries to and fromthe sea and freedom of transit through the
territory of transit States by all neans of transport, in accordance with
i nternational |aw

3. Alsoreaffirns that transit devel oping countries, in the exercise
of their full sovereignty over their territory, have the right to take
al | neasures necessary to ensure that the rights and facilities provided
for |andl ocked devel oping countries in no way infringe upon their
legitimate interests;

4. Calls upon | andl ocked devel oping countries and their transit
nei ghbours to inplenent nmeasures to strengthen further their cooperative
and col | aborative efforts, including bilateral cooperation, in dealing
with transit issues, inter alia, by inproving the transit transport
infrastructure facilities and bil ateral and subregi onal agreenents to
govern transit transport operations, developing joint ventures in the
area of transit transport and strengthening institutions and human
resources dealing with transit transport, and, in this respect, notes
t hat Sout h- Sout h cooperation also plays an inportant role in this field;

5. Appeals once again to all States, international organizations and
financial institutions to inplenent, as a matter of urgency and priority,
the specific actions related to the particul ar needs and probl ens of
| andl ocked devel opi ng countries agreed upon in the resolutions and
decl arations adopted by the General Assenbly and the outcones of recent
maj or United Nations conferences relevant to | andl ocked devel opi ng
countries, as well as in the G obal Framework for Transit Transport
Cooperati on between Landl ocked and Transit Devel opi ng Countries and the
Donor Comunity; 3/

6. Takes note of the agreed concl usions and recomendati ons and
proposals for future action adopted at the third Meeting of Governnental
Experts from Landl ocked and Transit Devel opi ng Countries and
Representatives of Donor Countries and Financial and Devel opnent
I nstitutions; 4/

7. Welcomes the U aanbaatar Menorandum of Understandi ng adopted at the
first North-East Asia Subregional Consultative Meting of Landl ocked and
Transit Countries on transit transport cooperation

8. Also welconmes the continuing efforts being made by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel oprment, in
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col l aboration with donor countries and institutions, in particular the
United Nations Devel opnent Programe, the regional comm ssions and

rel evant subregional institutions, to organize specific consultative
groups, as appropriate, when requested by the | andl ocked and transit
devel opi ng countries concerned, to identify priority areas for action at
the national and subregional |evels and draw up action programes;

9. Enphasizes that assistance for the inprovenent of transit transport
facilities and services should be integrated into the overall economnic
devel opnment strategies of the |andl ocked and transit devel oping countries
and t hat donor assistance should consequently take into account the
requirenents for the long-termrestructuring of the econonies of the
| andl ocked devel opi ng countries;

10. Invites donor countries, the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme and nultilateral financial institutions to provide |andl ocked
and transit devel oping countries with appropriate financial and technica
assistance in the formof grants or concessional |oans for the
construction, maintenance and i nprovenent of their transport, storage and
other transit-related facilities, including alternative routes and
i mproved comuni cations, and to pronote subregional, regional and
i nterregi onal projects and programes;

11. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to convene
in 1999, within the overall |evel of resources for the biennium
1998- 1999, another neeting of governnental experts from |l andl ocked and
transit devel oping countries and representatives of donor countries and
financial and devel opment institutions, including relevant regional and
subr egi onal economi ¢ organi zati ons and conmi ssions, to review progress
in the devel opnent of transit systens, including sectoral aspects as well
as transit transportation costs, with a viewto exploring the possibility
of fornul ating necessary action-oriented neasures;

12. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Devel oprment to seek voluntary contributions to ensure the
participation of representatives of |andl ocked and transit devel opi ng
countries, donor countries and financial and devel opnent institutions at
the nmeeting referred to in paragraph 11 above;

13. Notes with appreciation the contribution of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Devel opnent to forrulating international neasures
to deal with the special problens of the | andl ocked devel opi ng countries,
and urges the Conference, inter alia, to keep under constant reviewthe
evolution of transit transport infrastructure facilities, institutions
and services, nonitor the inplenentation of agreed measures, including
by nmeans of a case study as necessary, collaborate in all relevant
initiatives, including those of the private sector and non-governmenta
organi zations, and serve as a focal point for cross-regional issues of
| andl ocked devel opi ng countries;

14. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in
consultation with the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Devel oprment, to take appropriate neasures for the effective
i mpl ementation of the activities called for in the present resol ution,
and to staff and equi p adequately, in accordance with the outcone of the
ninth session of the Conference, the Ofice of the Special Coordinator
for Least Devel oped, Landl ocked and |sland Devel opi ng Countries of the
Conference so as to allowit to inplenent effectively its mandate to
continue to support the |andl ocked devel opi ng countri es;

15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations, together
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent, to prepare a report on the inplenmentation of the present
resolution and subnmit it to the Trade and Devel opment Board and to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session
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Not es
Resol uti on 51/ 240, annex.
A/ 52/ 329, annex.
TD/ B/ 42(1)/11- TD/ B/ LDC/ AC. 1/ 7, annex | .

See TD/ B/ 44/ 7-TD/ B/ LDC/ AC. 1/ 11.
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