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Executive summary

UNCTAD provides various types of assistance and advisory and training programmes on
competition law and policy to developing countries and countries in transition in accordance with requests
received, the needs of the countries concerned and resources available. Accordingly, this note contains a
progress report on the technical cooperation activities of the UNCTAD secretariat, which are described
under three main subheadings, namely national activities, regional and subregional activities, and participation
in seminars and conferences. In addition, it contains extracts from replies of member States and international
organizations to the note by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD requesting information on technical
cooperation activities in the field of competition law and policy. Also included are extracts from the replies
received, which are related to requests for technical assistance with identification of specific competition law
and policy areas or issues which the States would wish to see receive priority attention.



TD/B/COM.2/CLP/20
page 2

CONTENTS

Page

I. INTRODUCTION......................................................................................... 3

II. PROGRESS REPORT ON UNCTAD TECHNICAL COOPERATION...... 3

A. National activities.................................................................................... 4

B. Regional and subregional activities ........................................................... 5

C. Participation in seminars and conferences................................................. 5

III. TECHNICAL COOPERATION OF MEMBER STATES AND
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS ..................................................... 6

A. Technical assistance provided, planned
        or received.............................................................................................. 6

B. Requests for technical assistance.............................................................. 12



                                                        TB/B/COM.2/CLP/20
                                                           page 3

I. INTRODUCTION

1. It is recalled that the Set of Multilaterally Agreed Equitable Principles and Rules for the Control of
Restrictive Business Practices, adopted by the General Assembly in 1980  (General Assembly resolution
35/63 of 5 December 1980 - TD/RBP/CONF/10/Rev.2), calls in Section F, paragraphs 6 and 7, for
technical assistance, advisory and training programmes on restrictive business practices, particularly for
developing countries.   In line with the Set, the Fourth United Nations Conference to Review All Aspects
of the Set, in paragraph 14 of its resolution (TD/RBP/CONF. 5/16), took note with appreciation of the
voluntary financial and other contributions for capacity building and technical cooperation, and invited all
member States to assist UNCTAD on a voluntary basis in its technical cooperation by providing experts,
training facilities and resources; requested the UNCTAD secretariat to continue and, resources permitting,
to expand its technical cooperation activities; and invited the Secretary-General of UNCTAD to explore
the feasibility of mobilizing financial and human resources on a more predictable and regular basis and to
address the cooperation needs of developing countries and economies in transition in relevant official
languages of the United Nations.  It further requested the UNCTAD secretariat to prepare for submission
to the next session of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Competition Law and Policy a review of
technical assistance, advisory and training programmes on competition law and policy, revised in the light
of comments submitted by member States.

2. Accordingly, this note contains a progress report on the technical cooperation activities of the
UNCTAD secretariat in the period immediately preceding and following the Fourth Review Conference,
held from 25 to 29 September 2000, as well as extracts from replies of member States and international
organizations to the note by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD requesting information on technical
cooperation activities in the field of competition law and policy
(TDN 915 (1) of 13 November 2000).  The Secretary-General is grateful for the replies to his note.

II. PROGRESS REPORT ON UNCTAD TECHNICAL COOPERATION

3. UNCTAD provides assistance and advisory and training programmes on competition law and
policy to developing countries and countries in transition in accordance with requests received, the needs
of the countries concerned and resources available. The main types of the secretariat’s technical cooperation
activities are as follows:

(a) Provision of information about restrictive business practices (RBPs), their existence and
possible adverse effects on the economy.  This may involve a study of restrictive business practices in a
specific country;

(b) Introductory seminars directed at a wide audience, including government officials and
academics, as well as business and consumer-oriented circles;

(c) Assistance to States which are in the process of drafting competition legislation in the form
of provision of information on such legislation in other countries or advice as to the drafting of their
competition legislation;
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(d) Advisory services for the setting up of a competition authority. This usually includes training
of officials responsible for the actual control of RBPs and may involve training workshops and/or on-the-job
training with competition authorities in countries that have experience in the field of competition;

(e) Organization of seminars for States which have already adopted competition legislation,
have experience in the control of RBPs and wish to consult each other on specific cases and exchange
information;

(f) Assistance to States which wish to revise their competition legislation and seek expert
advice from competition authorities in other States, so as to amend their laws in the most effective manner
possible.

4. The main technical cooperation activities of the UNCTAD secretariat for the above-mentioned
period are described below.

A. National activities

5. Technical assistance related to preparation, drafting or revision of national competition legislation
was provided to, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Kenya, Mali,
Mauritius, Namibia, South Africa Thailand and Viet Nam.  In particular, in the case of Mauritius, 
discussions were held between UNCTAD officials and representatives of the Government of Mauritius and
of the private sector relating to a draft competition bill, prepared earlier in consultation with UNCTAD.  In
parallel with the work on elaborating a common approach to competition policy for the member States of
the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), individual member States were assisted
in introducing procedures for the enforcement of national competition legislation compatible with the
COMESA common competition policy.  In addition, UNCTAD has exchanged experiences with the Italian
Antitrust Authority with a view of transmitting them to countries beneficiaries of UNCTAD’s technical
assistance.

6. A national seminar on the implementation of the Zambian Competition Act was organized in July
2000 in Livingstone, Zambia. At the seminar, which followed a similar one held in 1999 in Lusaka, the
progress being made in the implementation of competition policy in Zambia was reviewed and competition
experts from the COMESA and Southern African Developed Community (SADC) regions of Africa were
able to share their experiences. 

7. A national seminar on competition law and policy was held by UNCTAD in cooperation with the
Government of Cuba in Havana in February 2001 with participation of representatives of various Cuban
Ministries, Chambers of Commerce, enterprises, research institutes and universities.  It was the first step
to furthering assistance to Cuba in the area of competition policy, as envisaged under a special UNCTAD
project aimed at strengthening the capacity of Cuban public institutions to foster Cuban economic growth
and the country’s insertion into the world economy.

8. A training course, held in October−November 2000 in Bamako, Mali, acquainted a wide range of
participants from Mali and neighbouring countries with specific problems of implementing competition
policy, considered in the training manual developed by UNCTAD, and made it possible to initiate the
building of local training capacity in the area of competition law and policy. 
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9. A seminar on “Safeguarding competition in a market economy” was held in October 2000 in Hanoi,
Viet Nam. This seminar, sponsored by the German Foundation for International Economic Development
(DSE) in cooperation with UNCTAD and organized within the framework of assistance to the Vietnamese
Government in adopting national competition legislation, reviewed all major competition issues and
considered various aspects of UNCTAD’s new Model Law on Competition.

B. Regional and subregional activities

10. Following a Regional Seminar on Competition Policy for the Asia-Pacific Region held in India in
April 2000, another Regional Seminar on Competition Law and Policy was held on 18 and 19 July 2000
in Casablanca by UNCTAD in partnership with the Ministry of General Affairs of the Government of
Morocco.  Also, an African Regional Seminar on Competition Law and Policy for COMESA and SADC
member States was co-organized by UNCTAD and the Zambia Competition Commission on 24 and 25
July 2000 in Livingstone, Zambia.  Both seminars adopted Declarations, containing a number of substantive
proposals which were submitted and further discussed at the Fourth UN Conference to Review All Aspects
of the Set  (Geneva, 25−29 September 2000).

11. UNCTAD also discussed with the Commission of the West African Economic and Monetary Union
(UEMOA) various problems related to the application of the common competition legislation in the
UEMOA area.

12. In Latin America, a Regional Seminar on Competition Law and Policy for Latin America and the
Caribbean was held from 30 August to1 September 2000 in San José, Costa Rica, by UNCTAD in
cooperation with the Commission for the Promotion of Competition of Costa Rica and the Economic
Commission for Latin and the Caribbean (ECLAC). The seminar contributed to the exchange of information
and experiences by competition authorities of countries that have experience in the competition field with
representatives of countries that still do not have a competition law or authority. It also allowed participants
to update their knowledge of the international developments in competition policy, acted as a regional
preparatory body for the Fourth Review Conference and agreed on the San José Declaration.

13. In cooperation with the Antimonopoly Committee of Ukraine and the European Commission,
UNCTAD organized the Regional Conference on Competition for countries of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) and countries of Central and Eastern Europe, held in Kiev, Ukraine, on 13 and
14 July 2000. The conference made possible a high-level and productive exchange of experiences and
views on the problems of cooperation among and with countries of the region.  It also reviewed various
issues related to competition legislation and policy and individual country developments, and elaborated
recommendations for the Fourth Review Conference, contained in the Kiev Declaration. 

C. Participation in seminars and conferences

14. During the period under review, staff members of UNCTAD took part in a number of seminars,
workshops and conferences related to issues of competition law and policy and consumer protection.  In
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particular, resource persons from UNCTAD made substantive presentations and/or participated in
discussions at the following meetings:

(a) The Round Table Forum on Competition Policy and Law: Their Role in Pro-poor
Development, organized by the Department for International Development  (London, July 2000);

(b) The Regional Workshop on Competition Policy, Economic Development and the
Multilateral Trading System, held by the World Trade Organisation (WTO) in Phuket, Thailand, in July
2000;

(c) The IIIrd International Conference on the 10th Anniversary of the Antimonopoly Bodies
of the Russian Federation and the 12th Meeting of the CIS Antimonopoly Committee, held in Moscow in
October 2000;

(d) The Second International Cartels Workshop, organized by the Office of Fair Trading in
Brighton, United Kingdom, in November 2000;

(e) The Launching  Meeting for the “7-Up” Consumer Unity and Trust Society (CUTS) project
on the comparative study of competition regimes in selected developing countries of the Commonwealth
(Jaipur, India, December 2000);

(f) The Third International Meeting of Economists on Globalization and Development
Problems, organized by the National Association of Economists of Latin America and Caribbean and the
Cuban National Association of Economists and Accountants in Havana in January 2001.

III.  TECHNICAL COOPERATION OF MEMBER STATES
AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

A.  Technical assistance provided, planned or received

15. Below are extracts from the replies received to the Secretary-General’s note TDN 915 (1) of 13
November 2000, which requested information on technical cooperation activities in the field of competition
law and policy.

Barbados
16. A representative of Barbados attended a workshop on Competition Law and Policy, organised by
UNCTAD and held in Trinidad and Tobago in 1999.

China
17. In 1999, the Chinese competition authority – the State Administration for Industry and Commerce
(SAIC) – carried out joint cooperation activities on competition and consumer protection with the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC).  Experts from the ACCC twice participated in seminars
in China on competition legislation and law enforcement, regulation of natural monopolies, and exemptions
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from competition law and consumer protection.  In addition, the SAIC sent a delegation to make a study
tour regarding Australian competition legislation and law enforcement by the ACCC.  In 1999 and 2000
the SAIC carried out joint cooperation activities with the General Directorate for Fair Trading, Consumer
Affairs and Fraud Control (DGCCRF) of France. It invited five experts from the DGCCRF to lecture in
two training courses in China with the participation of some 120 officials from the Chinese competition
authority.  Also, the SAIC sent a delegation to study the situation in France.  Since 1997, it has sent
delegates to participate in the workshops on competition co-sponsored by the Korean Fair Trade
Commission and relevant organizations such as the Organisation on Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) and the Korean Development Institute.  These workshops have provided
opportunities for officials from developing countries to extend their knowledge of competition laws/policies
and to share their enforcement experiences.  Since 1998, the SAIC has each year sent its officials to
participate in training courses funded by the Japan International Cooperation Agency and organized by the
Japan Fair Trade Commission.  The main subject of these courses is competition law and policies, consumer
protection and the situation of law enforcement in Japan.  Since 1998, the OECD has been providing
technical assistance in the area of anti-monopoly legislation in China.  In 1998 and 1999, the OECD and
the Chinese drafting group on anti-monopoly law co-organized two international seminars on anti-monopoly
legislation.  In 1999, the OECD invited the drafting group to attend the meeting of the Competition Law and
Policy Committee as an observer, and also arranged a symposium for the drafting group.

Fiji
18. In October 2000, the Government appointed members to the Commerce Commission, which is an
independent statutory body established under the Commerce Act of 1998 and is responsible for the
regulation of competition, consumer protection and pricing through all sectors of the economy.  The newly
established Commission is currently liaising with the New Zealand Commerce Commission for technical
assistance since its structure mirrors that of the New Zealand Commerce Commission.

Ghana
19. Ghana has benefited from the following technical cooperation activities: (a) UNCTAD's technical
assistance in providing resource persons for a National Seminar on Competition Policy and Law in 1992;
(b) fact funding mission to the UNCTAD secretariat in Geneva and United Kingdom Office of Fair Trading
in London, and discussions with consultants provided by the UNCTAD secretariat within the framework
of technical assistance in the drafting of the Competition Bill; and (c) technical assistance provided by
UNCTAD through an attachment course to the German Federal Cartel Office.

Italy
20. All national technical assistance activities in the field of competition policy have been carried out
exclusively by the Competition Authority.  In 1999 and 2000, the Authority provided assistance through
various formats (internships, seminars, submission of written comments on draft laws, etc.). The most
common forms of assistance have been: (a) the organization of internships for foreign officials (from Kenya
in 1999 and from Mozambique in 2000); and (b) the contribution by Authority experts to training seminars
(in Budapest, Sofia, Mexico City and Vilnius in 1999, and in Rome and Casablanca in 2000).  Recently,
the Authority joined with the German Ministry of Finance in two-year European Union (EU) twinning
project with Romania in the field of competition and state aid policy to facilitate that country's accession to
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the EU. Preparatory work for an assistance project with the Competition Authority of the Russian
Federation has also started.  All technical assistance activities have been of a short-term nature, while the
planned project with Romania will involve for the first time in the recipient country a medium-term
detachment of Authority officials.
21. As far as the geographical coverage of technical assistance activities is concerned, no explicit
priorities have been set, as long as such activities are demand-driven. It should be noted, however, that
technical assistance requests addressed to the Authority often come through other international organizations
(EU, OECD, UNCTAD, WTO, World Bank) and the funding relates only to the covering of the direct
expenses of the Authority.  No human resources are specifically allocated for technical assistance activities:
these are carried out on a rotation basis. The skills which have proved to be highly desirable for officials
assigned to take part in these activities include a solid economic and legal background coupled with several
years of antitrust enforcement experience.

Lithuania
22. During 2000, further attempts were made to give practical effect to technical assistance received
by the Competition Council from international organizations. In 2000 technical assistance was provided to
the Competition Council through the PHARE SEIL project (Support to European Integration in Lithuania).
The basic objective pursued during implementation of the project was assistance in drafting legal acts related
to the adoption of the new Lithuanian Law on Competition. Since 1999 the Danish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has provided bilateral assistance to the Competition Council under the FEU Programme, which
supports the process of transposing EU legislation into national legislation, namely by granting bloc
exemptions to vertical restraints and for different transport sectors.  Measures were also taken for the
implementation of the PHARE Twinning Technical Assistance Project "Strengthening and Enforcement of
Competition Policy", which started at the end of 2000. The main objective of the project is to support
Lithuania's enforcement of a transparent competition policy, so that by the end of the project compatibility
with EU requirement is achieved. In particular, this requires the further strengthening of the enforcement,
monitoring and reporting capacities of the Competition Council in the area of state aid.  The project includes
drafting of secondary legislation in the field of antitrust and state aid, extensive staff training and education
of key targeted audiences in the public sector, assistance in investigating individual cases and strengthening
the institutional capacity of the Competition Council.

Madagascar
23. L'accord de principe de 1997 entre la République de Madagascar et la CNUCED sur le
programme de coopération et d'assistance technique relatif à la politique de la concurrence consistait en:
a) la tenue à Madagascar d'un séminaire national, de deux jours, à l'intention des fonctionnaires
gouvernementaux ainsi que des représentants locaux, ceux des milieux d'affaires et des consommateurs, sur
les implications de la nouvelle loi à la lumière des engagements de Madagascar dans sa politique de
libéralisation (il s'agit de l'ancien projet de loi No.97-025 relatif à la concurrence et la protection du
consommateur qui n'a jamais été promulgué); b) la documentation aussi complète que possible sur les
disposition en vigueur dans les autres pays dans le domaine de la concurrence, le commerce, notamment
le dumping, la protection du consommateur, les concurrences déloyales, la réglementation des prix, les
sociétés commerciales, sans exclure l'octroi d'une bourse de stage de courte durée à l'intention des cadres
malgaches en matière de législation sur la concurrence; c) l'organisation à l'occasion du séminaire ci-dessus
de séances de formation de formateurs, à l'adresse des fonctionnaires en cours d'emploi chargés du contrôle
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effectif des pratiques commerciales restrictives, réunissant, avec les représentants du secteur privé, une
vingtaine de personnes; d) l'assistance technique au fur et à mesure des besoins pour l'élaboration des textes
dérivés de la concurrence et la conception des textes d'application y relatifs, y compris ceux de la loi sur
la concurrence.

24. Le séminaire sur la politique de la concurrence à Madagascar à l'aube du prochain millénaire a été
organisé par la CNUCED, conjointement avec le Gouvernement malgache, à Antananarivo en décembre
1999.

Peru
25. El Tercer Programa de Pasantías en INDECOPI para funcionarios gubernamentales de América,
está planificado para el segundo semestre de 2001.  Su objetivo es de propiciar el fortalecimiento de la libre
competencia y/o de la propiedad intelectual, pertenecientes a países de América, a través  de la difusión
de las metodologías aplicadas por el INDECOPI en sus diferentes campos de acción.

26. En 1998−2000, los proyectos y actividades en materia de políticas de competencia realizadas en
el país, con el auspicio de la cooperación internacional han incluido:  (a)  Seminario Internacional sobre
Política de Competencia, realizado en cooperación con la Organización de Estados Americanos en 1998;
(b) Proyecto de Fortalecimiento de las Funciones de Regulación y Promoción de la Economía de Mercado,
realizado en cooperación con Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo y Corporación Andina de Fomento en
1998–2000; (c) International Workshop on Competition Policy, realizado en cooperación con OECD en
1999.  Funcionarios del INDECOPI participaron: (a) en 1998 en Washington en el curso sobre Políticas
de Competencia, financiado por el Banco Mundial y el Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo (BID); (b) en
1999 en Chiang Mai (Tailandia) en el Competition Policy Course, financiado por la Agencia Japonesa por
la Cooperación Internacional (JICA); c) en 1999 en Osaka en el Curso de Políticas de Competencia y
Acciones Antimonopólicas, financiado por la JICA; (c) en 2000 en Buenos Aires en el Curso de Economía
de la Regulación de Servicios Públicos, financiado por el BID; (d) en 2000 en Bangkok en el Fourth
APEC/PFP Course on Competition Policy for APEC Member Economies, financiado por el Department
of International Trade (Tailandia), Fair Trade Commission (EE.UU), y la JICA.

Poland
27. The principal institution responsible for technical assistance in the field of competition law and policy
in Poland is the Office for Competition and Consumer Protection (OCCP), which was established in 1990.
 In recent years, the Office has benefited from technical assistance by the European Union within the
framework of PHARE programmes.  This assistance has consisted mainly of training of experts on
competition law and policy issues, study visits to the appropriate European institutions responsible for anti-
monopoly policy, secondments to the Directorate General on Competition in the European Commission and
the preparation of reports.  In the early 1990s, the Office received assistance from the United States.

Romania
28. In 2000, the Romanian Competition Council (RCC) benefited from three technical cooperation
activities.  First, technical assistance provided by the United States through the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) in the form of a technical assistance programme with two components:
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(a) long-term assistance by a special adviser from the United States Federal Trade Commission who was
appointed to the RCC; and (b) short-term assistance, such as one-week missions.  The long-term mission
ended in April 2000, but within the framework of the technical assistance programme provided by the
United States Federal Trade Commission and Department of Justice, a workshop on real competition cases
was organized in collaboration with experts from both agencies in June 2000, when the programme officially
terminated.  At the end of 2000, several meetings were held with the representatives of the United States
Federal Trade Commission to discuss the resumption of the programme which was provided for the RCC
and the Competition Office.  Within its framework, a medium-term mission was envisaged to take place in
February 2001 and a special adviser from the United States Federal Trade Commission was appointed to
the RCC.

29. Second, in accordance with the provisions of the European Association Agreement EU-Romania,
the RCC was involved in the pre-accession programme and in the harmonization of Romanian competition
legislation.  Under the Association Agreement, it also focused on institution building, effective enforcement
of competition policy and especially on the training of Council staff, which was one of the most important
items.  Within the 1999 PHARE budget, a project to strengthen administrative capacity in the field of
competition and state aid was approved.  Both the Competition Council and the Competition Office will
benefit from this project, which consists of two components: (a) training sessions with the competition
authorities of EU member States, exchange of experience and seminars organized in Romania with lectures
by EU specialists; and (b) assistance provided by an EU expert to the RCC in the area of adoption of
secondary legislation and enforcement of state aid legislation. In addition, the RCC received assistance from
the EU Commission in the form of a seminar on liberalization of public utilities and state aid issues, which
was held in Rome in March 2000.  Also in 2000, under PHARE auspices, the European Institute in
Bucharest organized a series of seminars on competition and state aid issues.

30. Third, within the OECD’s multilateral assistance programme for Central and Eastern Europe
countries, experts from the RCC attended a two-week seminar in Vienna, which focused on sharing
experiences acquired in dealing with various cases.

Thailand
31. The Department of Internal Trade (DIP) has received technical assistance from the World Bank
with regard to the drafting and implementation of Thailand's competition law - the Business Competition Act
of 1999.  The next phase of the World Bank's assistance will concentrate on educating civil society about
competition issues, developing enforcement capacity through the dissemination of information relating to
specific cases and government policies, and organizing training and workshops.  The targeted groups will
consist of consumers, business associations, legal/economic professional communities and governmental
organizations.

Asociación Latinoamericana de Integración (ALADI)
32. La Secretaría General de ALADI incursiona por primera vez en el tema de legislación y política de
competencia y la información sobre asistencia técnica en el año 1998 con la publicación del documento
informativo: "Políticas de Competencia y Consumidores", codificado: ALADI/SEC/di 1168 del 16 de
noviembre de 1998.  En el mismo se presentaba un panorama general de este tipo de políticas relacionadas
con la protección de los consumidores, así como las disposiciones vigentes en los países de la ALADI,
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CAN, MERCOSUR, G-3, TLC, ALCA, etc.  Por otra parte, se realizaba una descripción de las
estructuras que distorsionan la competencia, a saber: acuerdos horizontales y/o verticales; decisiones
colectivas y prácticas concertadas que tendrían por objeto o efecto el impedir, restringir o falsear el libre
juego de la competencia; el abuso de posición dominante; la regulación del régimen de ayudas estatales;
otras estructuras que se presentan opuestas al funcionamiento normal y correcto de la competencia,
produciendo distorsiones frente a los mercados internos (oligopolio, monopolio, etc.). Asimismo, se
realizaba un análisis comparativo de las disposiciones aprobadas en el MERCOSUR y las decisiones
vigentes de la CAN.  Posteriormente, se publicaron los documentos ALADI/SEC/di 1245 y 1400 donde
se presentaban las actividades que  en esta materia se habían cumplido en el correr de los años 1997, 1998
y 1999, en los principales foros y esquemas, a fin de dar cumplimiento a lo dispuesto en el Programa de
Actividades de la Asociación, respecto al estado de situación en la OMC, ALCA, CAN, MERCOSUR,
Acuerdos de Complementación Económica (ACE-ALADI), etc.

Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)
33. En 1999−2000, las principales actividades de cooperación técnica que ha desarrollado en materia
de política de competencia, han incluido: (a) la CEPAL colaboró con el Gobierno de Nicaragua a través
de la participación en la Conferencia Internacional sobre Política de Competencia y sus Instituciones,
organizada por el Ministerio de Fomento, Industria y Comercio y por la Agencia Alemana de Cooperación
Técnica (GTZ), en Managua, en noviembre de 1999; (b) Colaboración en la organización del Seminario
Internacional sobre la Legislación de Competencia en América Latina conjuntamente con la organización
regional Consumers' International en Santiago de Chile, en septiembre de 1999; (c) la CEPAL participó
en la organización del Seminario Regional en Políticas y Leyes de Competencia para Latinoamerica y el
Caribe, conjuntamente con la UNCTAD y la Comisión para Promover la Competencia de Costa Rica, el
cual tuvo lugar desde el 30 de agosto al primero de septiembre de 2000, en San José de Costa Rica.  En
esta reunión se redactó la Declaración de San José, la cual fue presentada pro la UNCTAD en la Cuarta
Conferencia de las Naciones Unidas, encargada de examinar todos los aspectos del Conjunto de principios
y normas equitativos convenidos multilateralmente para el control de las prácticas comerciales restrictivas;
d) la CEPAL ha prestado asistencia técnica al Grupo de Negociaciones sobre Política de Competencia
(GNPC) en vistas de conformar el Area de Libre Comercio de las Américas (ALCA).  Esta actividad ha
tenido lugar a través de la participación en el Comité Tripartito compuesto por el Banco Interamericano de
Desarrollo (BID), la CEPAL y la Organización de Estados Americanos (OEA). Esta actividad de
cooperación técnica, que involucra a la mayoría de los países del hemisferio, ha tenido lugar de manera
continua desde la Primera Reunión del GNPC en septiembre de 1998.

World Trade Organization
34. Paragraph 22 of the Singapore Ministerial Declaration provides that the technical cooperation
programme of the WTO secretariat shall be made available to developing and, in particular, least-developed
country members to facilitate their participation in the work of the WTO Working Group on the Interaction
between Trade and Competition Policy (WGTCP) which is established in Paragraph 20 of the Declaration.
During 2000, the secretariat has sought to respond to a request by developing countries during the
preparatory process for the Seattle Ministerial Conference for additional and more intensive assistance in
the area of trade and competition policy, particularly through regional workshops and similar activities.  A
number of activities were undertaken in that connection.  In several cases, these activities were organized
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by the WTO with the participation of staff from other intergovernmental organizations, including UNCTAD
and the OECD, or staff of the WTO secretariat participating in activities organized by other
intergovernmental organizations.

35. In July 2000, a WTO Regional Workshop on Competition Policy, Economic Development and the
Multilateral Trading System was held in Phuket, Thailand, for the benefit of Asian WTO Members and
observers.  It was organized by the WTO secretariat in cooperation with the Government of Thailand and
with financial support from the Government of Japan.  It was attended by representatives of 22 WTO
Member and observer countries from South, South East and East Asia, from both trade ministries and
competition offices.  The workshop examined a range of questions relating to the role of competition policy
in developing economies, the needs of the latter with respect to technical assistance and other forms of
cooperation, and the role that the multilateral trading system might play in supporting the implementation of
effective national competition policies by developing country members.  It featured participation by
prominent experts from competition agencies, universities and civil society organizations from within and
outside the region as well as from other intergovernmental organizations, including UNCTAD and the
OECD.  During the year, preparations started for a similar workshop to be held in Cape Town, South
Africa, for the benefit of African WTO Members and observers, in February 2001.  During 2000, a
representative of the WTO secretariat participated in a series of regional meetings organized by UNCTAD
in preparation for the Fourth Review Conference on the UN Set of Multilaterally Agreed Equitable
Principles and Rules for the Control of Restrictive Business Practices, which was held in Geneva from 25
to29 September 2000.  In particular, the secretariat participated in regional meetings held in Jaipur, India
(April 2000); Kiev, Ukraine (July 2000); Casablanca, Morocco (July 2000); and San Jose, Costa Rica
(August−September 2000), at which updates were provided to delegates on the ongoing exploratory work
and state of play on competition policy in the WTO.  In addition, a representative of the secretariat
participated as a speaker in several ad hoc seminars, workshops and similar events.  These included (a) a
University of Geneva summer course on issues relating to competition policy and the multilateral trading
system, attended by a number of delegates from developing countries; (b) a round-table meeting on
competition policy and pro-poor development, organized by the Department for International Development
of the Government of the United Kingdom in London (July 2000); (c) an APEC Regional Seminar on WTO
Issues: Investment and Competition Policies, in Manila (November 2000); and (d) the launch meeting of
a project organized by the Consumer Unity and Trust Society to review the implementation of competition
policy in a number of countries in Asia and southern Africa.  The WTO representative also participated as
an instructor in an intensive week-long course on competition policy organized by the World Bank in
cooperation with the Government of Singapore.  Also during 2000, work continued on the preparation of
a volume of policy analysis based on four symposia on issues relating to competition policy, development
and the multilateral trading system that were held in Geneva in 1997-1999 organized by the WTO
secretariat with financial assistance from, and participation by staff of, UNCTAD and the World Bank. The
volume is expected to be available in the autumn of 2001.

B. Requests for technical assistance
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36. Below are extracts from replies received by the UNCTAD secretariat which are related to requests
for technical assistance, with identification of specific competition law and policy areas or issues which the
States concerned would wish to see receive priority attention.

Barbados
37. Barbados is preparing a competition policy document with a view to engaging external consultants
to draw up competition legislation.  Assistance will also be sought from UNCTAD member States in
establishing the competition function of the recently established Fair Trading Commission.  In addition,
UNCTAD's assistance will be sought in the running of the UNCTAD course entitled "Implementation of
Competition Law" in Barbados in the near future.

Cape Verde
38. Le pays a approuvé récemment (janvier 2000) une loi de la concurrence qui n'a toujours pas été
réglementée.  Ce serait donc très utile si le Cap Vert pourrait compter sur une assistance technique destinée
à la capacitation des resources humaines en matière de droit et politique de concurrence dans un avenir
prochain.

China
39. It is expected that relevant international organizations such as UNCTAD and OECD could invite
the core members of the group drafting the Anti-monopoly Law to undertake studies overseas for a period
ranging from six months to a year.  It is also expected that the relevant international organizations and the
competition authorities of their member countries could invite the backbone of the Chinese competition
authority to practise overseas for three to six months in order to acquire a thorough knowledge of
competition legislation and law enforcement.

Fiji
40. Fiji requests assistance in the following areas: (a) technical assistance in the legal area and in
administration of a regulatory body as established under the Commerce Act; (b) provision of specialist
training courses for enforcement officers, and Commissioners and staff of the Commerce Commission; and
(c) implementation of joint bilateral cooperation activities with other countries.

Ghana:
41. Ghana does not have a law on competition.  The Bill on the subject is currently undergoing
legislative procedures.  Technical assistance will therefore be required in the following areas:  (a) attachment
courses in institutions in countries operating competition law; and (b) a national awareness seminar on
competition policy and law.  The target audience will consist of business operators, public sector policy
formulators and parliamentarians.

Malta
42. In view of the need to introduce merger control, the Consumer and Competition Division (EU and
International Relations) would like to receive expert assistance in drafting a on that subject law and also
regarding the way in which mergers should be tackled, given the particular circumstances of a small market
economy.
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Peru
43. Se ha solicitado la participación en cursos y pasantías de funcionarios del INDECOPI en diferentes
organismos de competencia para la capacitación en metodologías de análisis de mercados y de tratamiento
de casos relacionados a conductas que constituyan abuso de posición de dominio y prácticas restrictivas
de la competencia.  El INDECOPI sugiere que la UNCTAD incentive a organismos como la Organización
Internacional de Migraciones, el Banco Mundial o el Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo (a través de su
programa CT/INTRA) a establecer una Partida Especial para capacitación e Intercambio de Expertos en
temas de políticas de competencia que permita el desarrollo de pasantías para la especialización de
funcionarios de países en desarrollo en organismos de competencia de reconocida trayectoria así como el
desarrollo de consultorías de corta duración. Ello permitirá que el tratamiento de los casos de competencia
así como las políticas de competencia que se implanten en cada país tengan un denominador común a nivel
internacional.

Thailand
44. Thailand wishes greater priority to be given to responding to the specific needs of developing
countries. From its point of view, such needs include (a) sponsoring officials from Thailand's competition
agency to work in the competition agencies of countries with competition experience; (b) having experts
from experienced competition agencies guide and assist Thailand's competition agency, particularly in
procedural matters that arise in the early years of new competition agencies; and, (c) provision of resource
persons and financial support by developed countries o organize training and workshops.  As regards the
technical assistance in the area of competition policy already being provided by a number of donors,
including the World Bank, UNCTAD, the OECD and a number of individual Governments, Thailand
believes that more could be achieved with the available resources if there was greater coordination of the
activities involved.

Ukraine
45. Ukraine would be interested in participating in technical assistance projects which would make
possible a comprehensive approach to competition policy and legislation in Ukraine.  Such projects include
(a) transfer of legislation conformity analysis methodology (conformity of current Ukrainian competition
policy and legislation with European and international requirements); (b) assistance in bringing national
competition legislation into line with European and international legislation; (c) competition policy seminars
to be held by the Ministry of Economy; (d) short-term education/trainee programmes in appropriate
educational centres/institutions abroad for Ukrainian officials dealing with competition policy issues; and (e)
publication of joint research results (in English and Ukrainian) in order to inform the appropriate legislative
and executive authority officials about issues relating to competition policy and legislation development in
Ukraine.


