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| NTRODUCT! ON

1. The Expert Meeting on Conpetition Law and Policy met at the Palais
des Nations, CGeneva, from24 to 26 Novenber 1997. In the course of its
session, it held 2 plenary nmeetings and 6 informal neetings.

Qoeni ng st at enent s

2. The Vice-Chairman of the 1996 Expert Meeting, in his introductory
statenment, commended UNCTAD s activities in the field of conpetition |aw
and policy and recall ed the successful discussions of the H gh-Level
Segrment of the Trade and Devel opnent Board on “d obalization, Conpetition,
Conpetitiveness and Devel opnent”, as well as the interesting debate on the
need for conpetition policy in countries that liberalize foreign direct

i nvestrment (FD), which took place during the third session of the

Conmi ssion on | nvestnent, Technol ogy and Rel ated Financial |ssues.

3. The Secretary-General of UNCTAD, in his opening statenment, recalled
that, this year, conpetition policy had been high on the agenda of UNCTAD s
pol i cy- maki ng machi nery. The H gh-Level Segnent of the Trade and

Devel opment Board (UNCTAD s hi ghest body at the Mnisterial |evel), devoted
its attention to the subject of “Q obalization, Conpetition,

Conpetitiveness and Devel opnent”, during which the Mnisters participated

in a debate aimed at identifying ways and neans of inproving
conpetitiveness and accel erati ng economc growh nore efficiently through
exposure to conpetition.

4, During the second session of UNCTAD s Comm ssion on | nvestment,
Technol ogy and Rel ated Fi nanci al |ssues, a debate took place on the thene:
“The nmore FDI policy is liberalized, the nore inportant conpetition policy
becones”, which was anal ysed in the World I nvestnent Report, 1997. Inits
agreed reconmendations, the Commission called for work to elucidate the

el ements of appropriate conpetition policy and the benefits that can be
gained fromit, and on how to achi eve coherence between foreign direct
investrment (FDI) liberalization, trade policy and conpetition policy. It
al so recommended study of the experiences gained so far with internationa
cooperation on conpetition policy issues and the mechani snms used, and the
i mpact of conpetition policy on the inflows of FD and on the overal
growt h of the donmestic econony. Finally, it highlighted the need to

i ncrease the understanding of the interrel ati onship between FD

i beralization and conpetition policy, in cooperation with the Wrld Trade
O gani zation (WO . The Secretary-Ceneral noted that the Conm ssion on

I nvest ment, Technol ogy and Rel ated Fi nancial |ssues was a policy-nmaki ng
body, and that, in consequence, the Expert Goup should aimat identifying
policy issues for consideration by the Conmi ssion.

5. He also recalled that in Decenber 1996, the Singapore WO M nisteri al
Meet i ng decided to set up a WIO Wrking Goup on the Interaction between
Trade and Conpetition Policy which “should draw upon and be wi t hout
prejudice to the work in UNCTAD and ot her appropriate intergovernnent al
fora”. The Singapore Declaration wel coned UNCTAD s work as provided for in
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the Mdrand Declaration and the contribution it could make to the
under st andi ng of issues, and encouraged cooperation between the WO and
UNCTAD. As a consequence, the UNCTAD secretariat had participated in the
WO Wrking Goup in an observer capacity, and the Wrking Goup’s third
sessi on was bei ng hel d back-to-back with UNCTAD s Expert Meeting.

Moreover, the WO secretariat, in collaboration with the secretariats of
UNCTAD and Wirl d Bank woul d be hol ding a Synposi um on “Conpetition Policy,
Econoni ¢ Devel opnment and I nternational Trade”, to which emnent panellists
and experts fromconpetition authorities in their personal capacity woul d
participate. There was an enornous need for technical cooperation for
devel opi ng countries, as well as economes in transition, and UNCTAD s

pl ans for 1998 covered all regions of the world, with special enphasis on
Africa. He noted that the issue of nobilizing resources for technica

assi stance was of major concern to UNCTAD, and invited the experts to make
suggestions on how to nobilize financial support for technical assistance
inthis field and identify how the experts could raise this issue with
potential donors.

6. Pl aci ng the Expert Meeting in a broader context, he noted that, as
the world noved nore and nore towards a gl obal econony, the subject of
conpetition had evolved to the central stage, because it was at the very
essence of the good functioning of the market econony. Hence, the task
bef ore nati onal governnents and the international comunity to nmake the
worl d econony a nore conpetitive one, both nationally and internationally,
was considerable. This was why he attached great inportance to the UNCTAD
annual neeting of Experts on Conpetition Law and Policy as the only forum
inthe world where all conpetition authorities, as well as representatives
of governnents whi ch do not have conpetition |aw, could nake their views
known and exchange i nformati on and experi ences on specific conpetition

i ssues.
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Chapter |

CONSULTATI ONS ON COVPETI TI ON LAW AND PCLI CY, | NCLUDI NG THE MODEL LAW AND
STUDI ES RELATED TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THE SET OF PRI NCI PLES AND RULES

WORK PROGRAMVE, | NCLUDI NG TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE, ADVI SORY
AND TRAI NI NG PROGRAMVES ON COWVPETI TI ON LAW AND POLI CY

(Agenda item 3)

7. For its consideration of this agenda item the Expert Meeting had before
it the follow ng docunentation

“Enpirical evidence of the benefits fromapplying conpetition | aw and
policy principles to econonm c devel opnent in order to attain greater
efficiency in international trade and devel opment: Report by the UNCTAD
secretariat” (TD B/ COM 2/ EM 10)

“Revi ew of technical assistance, advisory and training programmes on
conpetition law and policy: Note by the UNCTAD secretariat”
(TD B/ COM 2/ EM 9) .

8. The representative of Tunisia highlighted recent devel opnents concerning
his country’s conpetition |aw and policy, since the |ast neeting of experts in
Qctober 1996. Li ke many ot her devel oping countries, Tunisia had strengthened
its market nechani sm by opening the econony and by concretizing a free-trade
zone with the European Union. Technical cooperation with conpetition
authorities in other countries had been strengthened in order to bring his
country in line with the necessities of the world econony. In this connection
the work of UNCTAD s expert Meeting was considered of major inportance, as it
provi ded the opportunity for a growi ng nunber of new conpetition authorities of
devel opi ng countries to exchange experi ences anmong thensel ves and with devel oped
countri es. This ensured a certain convergence of the rul es which were being
enforced. However, in spite of undeniable progress in this field, the capacity
of conpetition authorities in developing countries renmained linmted, especially
with respect to restrictive practices of international dinension. Hence the
need for strengthening cooperation for exchange of information anmong conpetition
authorities and the need for reliable databases on restrictive business
practices. There were still many countries in Africa where conpetition

| egi sl ati on was non-existent. Tunisia s conpetition authority stood ready to
support the organi zation of regional workshops ained at pronoting the adoption
and enforcenment of conmpetition rules by all countries of the region

9. The representative of Japan enphasi zed the need to | ook into the
interrel ationshi p between trade and conpetition |aws and policies. Both sets of
| aws and policies, he argued, have a conmmon central objective, nanmely to
maxi m ze econom ¢ wel fare by inproving resource allocation. He drew attention
to the positive and negative interacti ons between them On the positive side,
when a firmconducts anticonpetitive action in order to expel foreign
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conpetitors, conpetition |laws, such as antinonopoly |aw, can restrict such
behavi our, and thus pronote trading. On the negative side, sone trade | aws,
such as the Antidunpi ng Agreenent of the WIQ could serve to protect donestic
firms fromunfair pricing and were often taken as a justification for

econom cally inefficient measures. Moreover, trade neasures could be used
intentionally in an anticonpetitive nmanner: antidunpi ng nmeasures coul d be used
as a neans of realizing cooperative price setting by donestic and foreign
firms, or in order to nonopolize the donestic market. He further drew
attention to possible negative effects of conpetition |aws on trade | aws:

(i) the extraterritorial application of domestic conpetition |aws to protect a
donestic firmmay not only infringe the sovereignty of a foreign country, but
also distort conpetition between the two countries; (ii) the exenption clauses
of conpetition |l aws coul d have the effect of protecting inefficient domestic
industry and distorting trade. Little had been done thus far to incorporate
the conpetition perspective into international trade rules, even though the

i mportance of conpetition has becone greater as the world trade system has
been |iberalized. There was thus a need to exam ne the interaction between
trade and conpetition laws. Finally he stressed that the specific situation
of devel opi ng countries should be taken into account when fornmul ating
conpetition | aws.

10. The representative of Kenya informed the nmeeting about recent

devel opnents with respect to the application of conpetition |law and policy in
her country. Ei ght years after the enactrment of the national conpetition |aw
(The Restrictive Trade Practices, Mnopolies and Price Control Act), the

Nati onal Assenbly was currently exam ni ng a conprehensive |ist of anendnents
to the existing conpetition legislation in order to make it nore effective

In order to strengthen the technical expertise of the officials involved in
the delicate task of properly enforcing the law, the Kenyan conpetition
authority was al so organi zing, in cooperation with UNCTAD, a training sem nar
to be held in md-January for conpetition authority officials. In view of the
growing interest with respect to conpetition | aw and policy anmong African
countries, participants fromother countries were being invited to attend.

11. The representative of the Russian Federation called attention to radica
econonmi c reforns under way in his country, other countries of the former USSR
Eastern Europe and nany devel opi ng countries, wth the devel opment of
conpetition and entrepreneurship being one of the main el ements of these
reforns. Follow ng the creation of the Antinonopoly Conmittee seven years ago,
an appropriate |legal framework had been established in the field of

anti nmonopoly regul ation and rel ated areas, including elimnation of unfair
conpetition, advertising, protection of consumer rights and support of snall -
scal e entrepreneurship. Taking into account the accumul ated experience of

anti nonopol y regul ation in Russian Federation and other countries, as well as

t he dynam ¢ changes taking place in the Russian econony, in 1995 nostly al
articles of the “Law on conpetition and limtation of nonopolistic activity on
commodi ty markets” had been substantially revised. As a result, the present
Russi an antinmonopoly | egislation was generally consistent with internationa
standards and contai ned all major elenents of antinonopoly supervision in the
areas of the control of cartel agreenents, abuse of dom nant position in the
mar ket, concentration of narket power and unfair conpetition, including illicit
utilization of intellectual and industrial property. The Committee had al so
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el aborated | egislation which was applicable in the fields of protection of
consuner rights, nonitoring msleadi ng adverti sing and nonopoly practices
related to natural nonopolies. Taking into account the continuing integration
of the Russian Federation into the world econony and the required conditions of
its entering into WIQ one of the main tasks of the Conmmttee consisted of

el aborating a well -bal anced econom ¢ policy, which provided for a conbi nation
of measures directed at opening up Russian markets for foreign conpetition with
nmeasures of protecting national producers and the interests of consuners.
Special attention was al so devoted to the transparency of the antinonopoly

| egi sl ation through various nmeans of provision of relevant information with a
view to achi eving a proper understanding of the |egislation by entrepreneurs,
foreign investors and consuners. By neans of pronoting conpetition, the
activities of the Conmttee had been designed to ensure and increase econonic
efficiency and consuner welfare. Finally, he pointed to the positive

experi ence accumul ated by Russian Federation in cooperation with UNCTAD wi thin
the framework of the Expert G oup on Conpetition Law and Policy, which, so far,
had not been adequately suppl enented by technical assistance in the area of
conpetition policy and legislation. He expressed the hope that cooperation

wi th UNCTAD woul d be further devel oped as it contributed to the harnonization
of Russian legislation with international standards and norms and to the
exchange of information and opi nions on different inportant aspects of
conpetition | aw and policy.

12. The representative of the European Community (EC) stressed the inportant
rol e the European Community attaches to the adoption and enforcenent of
conpetition legislation for the pronoti on of economc efficiency as well as for
the achi evenent of trade liberalization. The WIO Mnisterial neeting held in
Si ngapore recogni zed the EC stance and set up a working group to study the

i nteraction between trade and conpetition policy. This working group was

al ready achi eving substantial progress and has started focusing on substantia

i ssues. He noted that UNCTAD had an inportant role to play, and stressed the

i nportance of a full collaboration between WO and UNCTAD. He stressed the
fact that it was within UNCTAD that the only nultilateral code on conpetition
pol i cy had been agreed upon. In view of the increasing economc integration on
a global scale, it was inportant to nmake such multilateral rules nore binding
in nature. The EC del egate al so noted the inportant contribution provided in
this year’s edition of the World Investnment Report, 1997, which examnes in
great detail the international aspects of conpetition policy, and in particular
the rel ationship between foreign direct investrment |iberalization and
conpetition policy.

13. The representative of Turkey said that the issues relating to conpetition
pol i cy have gai ned nore inportance than ever because of the increasing

gl obalization and |iberalization of the world econony. She also said that in
contrast to the reduction of tariff barriers non-tariff and other restrictive
busi ness practices (RBPs) have been widely inplemented in international trade
She added that the establishnent of an effective conpetitive environment is
essential for a balanced allocation of resources and naxi m zing wel fare. At
the international level, a well-functioning nmultilateral trading systemwould
requi re cooperation anong nati onal conpetition authorities in order to fend off
restrictive business practices. She noted that the Singapore Mnisteria
Declaration is strong evidence of this nultilateral approach and said that
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she believed that WIQ with its broad nenbership, could serve as one of the
nost appropriate foruns to achi eve the goals of conbating anticonpetitive
practices and their trade-distorting effects. She added that success in the
work within the WIO Wrking Goup on the Interrel ati onship between trade and
Conpetition Policy woul d depend on setting up a common basis for different
aspects of national conpetition laws and policies. In this connection, the
wor k of UNCTAD and CECD on conpetition woul d enhance the work under way in the
WO Turning to the devel oprment di mension, she said that the establishnment of
an effective conpetitive environnment coul d encourage the flow of investnent and
gi ve inpetus to econom c devel opnent. She was of the view that UNCTAD coul d
make a renarkable contribution to those countries that have not yet
established, or are in the process of establishing, their national conpetition
| aw.

14, The representative of Egypt stated that Egypt was in the process of
adopting a full-fledged conpetition legislation. The new conpetition |aw,
whi ch woul d be adopted soon, woul d apply across the board to al

anti conpetitive practices. The government woul d then be faced with the
difficult task of training the officials charged with enforcing the new | aw.
In this respect, a national semnar was to be held shortly in Cairo with the
assi stance of UNCTAD.

15. The representative of Ecuador stressed the inportance of conpetition
policy. In this context, he noted that work was being | aunched in his country,
with the assistance of UNCTAD, for draw ng the parameters of a conpetition |aw
and of a conpetition authority which would not add to existing bureaucracy, but
woul d function effectively and increase econonic efficiency in his country.

16. The representative of the United States of Anerica noted that in the
openi ng plenary, the representative of Japan expressed the viewthat this
Expert Meeting should take up the issue of the “interrelationship between trade
and conpetition laws and policies”. As is well known, during the 17 years
since the adoption of the Set of Miultilaterally Agreed Equitable Principles and
Rules for the Control of Restrictive Business Practices by the United Nations
CGeneral Assenbly in 1980, the United States has consistently taken the view
that trade law and policy is not a subject within the scope of the Set, and
thus can formno part of the work of the Expert Meeting. That renains our

VI ew.

17. The representative of the |nternational Chanber of Commerce said his
organi zation greatly appreciated this opportunity to contribute to UNCTAD S
work in the area of conpetition policy. In a period when econom c transactions

were becomng increasingly international, the ICC believed that it was
i mportant for discussions on conpetition policy to take place at an
international level in foruns such as UNCTAD.

18. The 1CC was presently working to bring together the view of the business
community at the international |evel on issues such as cooperation between
conpetition authorities, convergence of conpetition systens and |inkages

bet ween conpetition and trade. A report on conpetition and trade is to be
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finalized in 1998. In this connection, the |1 CC woul d organi ze a consul tative
forumon conpetition and trade on 21 February in Paris to which UNCTAD woul d be
i nvited.
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Chapter 11

ACTI ON BY THE EXPERT MEETI NG

19. At its 2nd (closing) plenary neeting, on 26 Novenber 1997, the Expert
Meeting adopted its draft agreed concl usions (see annex | bel ow).

20. The neeting agreed that a Chairman’s sunmary of the informal discussions
woul d be prepared with the assistance of the secretariat. The summary woul d be
brief and factual and prepared under the sole responsibility of the Chairnman.

It would be incorporated into the final report of the neeting (see annex I

bel ow) .
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Chapter 111

ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS

A. Openi ng of the session

21. The session was opened on Mnday, 24 Novenber 1997, by M. F. Souty
(France), Vice-Chairperson of the Expert Meeting on Conpetition Law and Policy.

B. El ection of officers

(Agenda item 1)
22. At its opening plenary neeting, on Mnday, 24 Novenber 1997, the Expert
Meeting on Conpetition Law and Policy elected its officers, as foll ows:
Chai r person : M. CGeorge K Lipimle (Zanbia)

Vi ce- Chai r per son-
cum Rapporteur : M. Federico Al berto Cuello (Dom nican Republic)

C. Status of the Meeting

23. The Expert Meeting was informed that it had been convened in accordance
with a decision taken by the Conm ssion on |nvestnent, Technol ogy and Rel at ed
Financial Issues at its first session. At that time, it had been referred to

as the Expert Meeting on Conpetition Law and Policy. However, nenber States of
UNCTAD had recently agreed that: (i) the intergovernmental G oup of Experts on
Restrictive Business Practices would retain its intergovernnmental character and
status and, in principle, neet on an annual basis; (ii) it would operate within
the framework of the Conmmi ssion on Investnent, Technol ogy and Rel ated Fi nanci al
I ssues, to which it would report. |In addition, the Trade and Devel oprment Board
had recommended to the General Assenbly to change the title of the

I ntergovernmental G oup of Experts on Restrictive Business Practices to that of
the Intergovernnental G oup of Experts on Conpetition Law and Policy. As the
Ceneral Assenbly had not yet taken a final decision in this respect, it was
agreed that the Meeting continue to be called the Expert Meeting on Conpetition
Law and Policy but that it should be conducted in the manner of an

I ntergovernnental G oup of Experts.
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Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

(Agenda item 2)

24. Al so at the opening plenary meeting, the Expert Meeting on Conpetition
Law and Policy adopted the provisional agenda for the session

(TD/ B/ OCOM 2/ EM 8) .

The agenda was thus as foll ows:

1. El ection of officers
2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work
3. (i) Consultations on conpetition |aw and policy, including the

Model Law and studies related to the provisions of the Set of
Princi pl es and Rul es

(ii) Work programme, including technical assistance, advisory and
trai ni ng programmes on conpetition |aw and policy
4. Adoption of the report of the Meeting

E. Provisional agenda for the next session of
the Intergovernnental G oup of Experts
on Conpetition Law and Policy

25. At its closing plenary neeting on 26 Novenber 1997, the Expert Meeting
approved the provisional agenda for the next session of the Intergovernnental
QG oup of Experts on Conpetition Law and Policy. The provisional agenda is thus

as foll ows:

1. El ection of officers

2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

3. (i) Consultations on conpetition |aw and policy, including the
Model Law and studies related to the provisions of the Set of
Princi pl es and Rul es

(ii) Work prograne, including technical assistance, advisory and

training programes on conpetition | aw and policy

4, Provi si onal agenda for the next session of the Intergovernmental

G oup of Experts

5. Adoption of the report of the Meeting
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F. Adoption of the report of the Meeting

26. At its 2nd (closing) plenary neeting, on 26 Novenber 1997, the Expert
Meeting adopted the draft report on its session (TD)B/COM 2/ EM L. 3), subject to
any anendnents that del egati ons m ght wi sh to make, and authorized the
Rapporteur to conplete the final report of the Expert Meeting as appropriate.
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Annex |

AGREED CONCLUSI ONS

The Expert Meeting on Conpetition Law and Policy, neeting in Geneva
from24 - 26 Novenber 1997

Recalling the Set of Miltilaterally Agreed Equitable Principles and
Rules for the Control of Restrictive Business Practices and the Third United
Nati ons Conference to Review all Aspects of the Set of Miltilaterally Agreed
Equitable Principles and Rules for the Control of Restrictive Business
Practi ces,

Taking note of the agreed reconmendati ons adopted by the Conmm ssion on
I nvest ment, Technol ogy and Rel ated Financial |ssues at its second session,

Taking further note of the Singapore Mnisterial Declaration of
Decenber 1996 whi ch agreed that the WO Wrking G oup on the Interaction
bet ween Trade and Conpetition Policy should draw upon, and be wi t hout
prejudice to, the work in UNCTAD and, in particular, its contribution to the
under st andi ng of issues and to ensuring that the devel opnent dinension is
taken fully into account,

Taking note also with appreciation of the docunentation prepared by the
UNCTAD secretariat for the present Meeting,

1. Urges continued cooperation between UNCTAD and WIO in the area of
conpetition | aw and policy;

2. Recommends that the consultations at the forthcom ng neeting of
the Intergovernnental G oup of Experts on Conpetition Law and Policy should
focus on the foll owi ng topics:

(a) The principle of positive comty;
(b) Remedi es and sanctions for antitrust violations;

(c) The treatnment of abuse of dom nance/ nonopol i zati on anal ysis,
i ncluding price discrimnation, with special reference to cases
affecting nore than one country.

3. Invites States menbers on a voluntary basis to assist UNCTAD in
its technical cooperation activities by providing experts, training
facilities, and financial resources, and requests the UNCTAD secretariat to
pursue its technical cooperation activities within available resources, in
the light of the resolutions adopted by the Third Revi ew Conference and
UNCTAD I X, as well as the deliberations and consultations held during this
Meet i ng;



4,

- 16 -

Recogni zes the inportance of strengthened international

cooperation in the area of conpetition |aw and policy;

5.

Requests further the UNCTAD secretariat to prepare for

consideration by the forthcom ng meeting of the Intergovernmental G oup of
Experts on Conpetition Law and Poli cy:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

An updated revi ew of technical assistance, taking into account
the information to be subnitted by States and international
organi zations no later than 31 January 1998;

A revised version of the study on the enpirical evidence of the
benefits of conpetition policy (TD B/COM 2/ EM 10), taking into
account comments nmade at the present Meeting and witten
information to be received by 31 January 1998;

A prelimnary report of a study on the experiences gai ned so far
with international cooperation on conpetition policy issues and
t he nechani sns used, taking into account information to be

recei ved by 31 January 1998;

To continue to publish the foll ow ng docunments on a regul ar basis
and to nake them avail able on the Internet:

(i) Further issues of the Handbook on Conpetition Legislation
i ncl udi ng regional and international instrunents;

(ii) Arevised version of the Coomentary to the Mddel Law,
taking into account new trends in nerger control;

(iii) An updated version of the Directory of Conpetition
Authorities; and

(iv) An information note relating to recent inportant
conpetition cases, with special reference to conpetition
cases invol ving nmore than one country, taking into account
information to be received fromnenber States.
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Annex |

CHAI RVAN' S SUMVARY OF THE | NFORMAL DI SCUSSI ONS

1. During the informal consultations three topics were thoroughly

di scussed. It is not possible to provide a full summary of the lively and
rich consul tations which took place; however anong the issues highlighted
were the follow ng

First topic: international aspects of conpetition and problens for
conpetition |aw enforcenent including international nergers and industri al

concentration which affect other countries and the strengtheni ng of
international cooperation

2. | ssues di scussed i ncl uded:

(a) The existing international framework of conpetition cooperation
agreenents; comty and positive comty; the conditions necessary for
extending and rmultilateralizing this franework;

(b) Restrictive business practices by transnational firns affecting
devel opi ng countri es;

(c) Asymretry of informati on of devel opi ng countries (conmpared with
devel oped countries) relating to restrictive business practices arising
abroad affecting their markets;

(d) The rel ati onship between the objectives and application of
conpetition law and policy and those of trade measures, taking into account
the rel evant provisions of existing bilateral or regional agreenents;

(e) The treatnment of small and nedi umsized firnms under conpetition
l aws, including the extent to which there should be special rules to cover
practi ces by such firns;

(f) The useful ness of the Set of Principles and Rul es and the Mdel
Law for pronoting understanding and the convergence in the conpetition field.

The second topic discussed was non-price vertical restraints (selective
distribution, exclusive dealing and franchi sing ):

3. | ssues di scussed i ncl uded:

(a) The conpl exity of vertical restraints which require thorough
econom ¢ anal ysis to evaluate their effects on conpetition;

(b) The possibility of foreclosure of market entry or facilitation of
col l usi ve behavi or by vertical restraints;
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(c) The appropri ateness for a case-by-case evaluation of vertica
restraints;

(d) The simlarity of the effects in the narket of price and non-
price vertical restraints;

(e) The need to | ook at the economc effects rather than sinply focus
on the specific contractual instrument enpl oyed

(f) The possibility of foreclosure of narket entry to both donestic
and foreign firms;

(9) The need for a transparent and clear |legal framework in this
field.

The third topic was ways and neans of pronoting a conpetition culture and

naki ng transparent the benefits to be derived fromconpetition policy

4, The mai n issues di scussed i ncl uded:

(a) The long-term nature and nagnitude of the efforts needed to
change the col | usive business culture prevalent under State intervention to a
culture of conpetition

(b) The need to create consuner awareness of the benefits of
conpetition policy, and to obtain the cooperation of the nmedia for this
pur pose;

(c) The inportance of getting all economc actors to understand the
task of the conpetition authority as that of defending and pronoting
conpetition rather than conpetitors;

(d) The i ndependence of the conpetition authority fromthe
Governnent, and the need for raising political awareness of the benefits of
conpetition | aw and policy;

(e) The appropriateness of transparency and publicity in fulfilling
the conpetition advocacy role of the conpetition authority.
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Annex |11

ATTENDANCE */

1. The followi ng States nmenbers of UNCTAD were represented as experts at
the mneeting:

Al geri a Li byan Arab Jamahiriya

Argentina Luxenbour g

Australia Madagascar

Azer bai j an Mal aysi a

Bahr ai n Mal t a

Bel ar us Mauri tius

Brazi | Mexi co

Bul gari a Mor occo

Bur ki na Faso Myanmar

Canada N geri a

Central African Republic Paki st an

Chile Phi | i ppi nes

Chi na Pol and

Col onbi a Por t ugal

Costa Rica Republ i ¢ of Korea

Cote d'lvoire Romani a

CGoatia Russi an Federation

Cuba Rwanda

Czech Republic Senegal

Domi ni can Republic Si ngapor e

Ecuador Sl ovaki a

Egypt Spai n

Et hi opi a Sri Lanka

France Sudan

Ceorgi a Sweden

Cer many Switzerl and

Quat emal a Thai | and

Qui nea Tuni si a

Hungary Tur key

I ndi a United Kingdomof Geat Britain

| ndonesi a and Northern Irel and

Iran (Islamc United States of America
Republ i ¢ of) Ur uguay

Iraq Venezuel a

Italy Yenen

Japan Zanbi a

Jor dan

Kenya

The European Community was al so represent ed.

*/ For the list of participants, see TD)B/COM 2/ EM I NF. 2
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2. The following international organization was represented at the neeting:
Wrld Trade O ganization
3. The follow ng intergovernmental organizations were represented at the
neeti ng:
Arab Labour Organization
Central African Custons and Econonic Uni on

Latin American Econonic System
Uni on of African Shippers’ Councils

4, The foll owi ng non-governnental organizations were represented at the
neeti ng:

CGeneral Category :

Consuners | nternational
I nternational Chanber of Conmerce
Worl d Federation of United Nations Associ ations



