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Note: Estimates for 2018 are based on available partial year data. Projections for 2019 are based on UNCTAD’s forecasting model (fo r 
methodology, see WIR18), projecting forward from the upper and lower-bound 2018 estimates. FDI flows are lumpy and may fluctuate 
significantly for individual economies based, for example, on large one-off transactions that cannot be captured by the model.  

Estimation Projections

Group of economies/region 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

World  1 923  1 885  1 459 950 to 1150 1 250 to 1 400

Developed economies  1 143  1 151   739 270 to 420 550 to 680

Europe   595   568   362   100   280

North America   513   509   302   190   240

Developing economies   744   670   672 640 to 670 660 to 680

Africa   57   53   42   45   55

Asia   516   475   476   470   475

Latin America and the Caribbean   169   140   151   140   145

Transition economies   36   64   48 40 to 50 50 to 55

Memorandum: Annual growth rate (per cent)

World   44 -  2 -  23 (- 35 to - 20) (15 to 30)

Developed economies   92   1 -  36 (- 65 to - 45) (60 to 100)

Europe   117 -  5 -  36 ~ - 75 ~ 180

North America   97 -  1 -  41 ~ - 35 ~ 25

Developing economies   9 -  10   0 (-5 to 0) (1 to 3)

Africa   8 -  6 -  20 ~ 5 ~20

Asia   12 -  8   0 ~ 0 ~ 0

Latin America and the Caribbean -  1 -  17   8 ~- 5 ~ 5

Transition economies -  36   78 -  26 (- 10 to 0) (10 to 20)

Source : UNCTAD, FDI/MNE database (unctad.org/fdistatistics).

Table 1.FDI inflows by group of economies and region, 2015–2017, estimation 2018 and projections 2019 

(Billions of dollars and per cent) 
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