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Global Leaders 

Investment  

Debate

Moderator: 
Simon Hobbs, CNBC

List of panellists 
H.E. Tarja Halonen, President of Finland;  

H.E. Ana Vilma Albanez de Escobar,

Vice-President of El Salvador;  

Supachai Panitchpakdi, 

Secretary-General of UNCTAD;   

Ian Cockerill, CEO of Gold Fields Ltd.;  

Peter Barker Homek, CEO of Abu Dhabi

National Energy Company (TAQA); 

Mo Ibrahim, Chairman of the Mo Ibrahim  

Foundation and Founder of Celtel;  

Gengshu Miao, President of the China  

International Investment Council  

and President of SINOTRANS;  

Rajendra K. Pachauri, Nobel Peace Prize  

Laureate and Chairman of the  

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

Discussant
H.E. Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland, 

former United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights and current Chair of Realizing 

Rights: the Ethical Globalization Initiative.
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Interactive Session I 

Prospects for global 

FDI and new  

business  

opportunities

Moderator: 
Patricia Francis, Executive Director,

International Trade Centre

List of panellists 
Pierre Cailleteau, Managing Director  

Sovereign Risk and Chief International  

Economist, Moody’s Investor Services;   

Gary Carroll, Director, General Business, IBM 

South and Central Africa; 

Horst Kayser, Chief Strategy Officer, Siemens;  

H.E. B. Mkapa, former President of Tanzania  

and Co-Chair of the Investment Climate  

Facility for Africa;  

Joseph Quinlan, Managing Director and  

Chief Markets Strategist of Bank of America;  

T.C. Venkat Subramanian, Chairman and  

Managing Director, Export-Import Bank India. 
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Interaction Session II 

Global value chains:  

Opportunities and 

challenges for  

international and 

Moderator: 
Allan Parker, Managing Director,  

Peak Performance.

List of panellists 
Amedee Darga, Chairman, Entreprise Mauritius; 

Paul Dembinski, University of Fribourg and  

Observatoire de la Finance, Switzerland;  

Semakula Kiwanuka, Minister of State for  

Finance, Planning and Economic Development, 

Uganda;

Eric Leong, Africa and Asia Supply Chain  

Manager, SAB Miller, South Africa;  

David Lovegrove, Director, Private Sector  

Development, International Development  

Ireland; 

Francisco Horacio Mello, Institutional Relations 

Director, EMBRAER, Brazil; 

Angelo Paratico, Executive Vice-President,  

Candiani Denim; 

Gary Ross, Vice-President, Liz Claiborne;  

Ruizhe Sun, Vice President, China National  

Textile and Apparel Council;  

Alessandro Teixeira, Chief Executive Officer, 

Apex-Brasil;  

Steven Walton, Chairman, Wing Tai International  

Apparel Group.
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Interactive Session III

Africa: A new  

emerging 

market for FDI

Moderator: 
Daniel O’Brien, Economist Intelligence Unit

List of panellists 
Jim Geisel, Director of Advisory Services  

for KPMG; 

Deping Hu, President of the  

China–Africa Business Council  

and Vice-President of the China Federation  

of Industry and Commerce;  

Omari Issa, CEO of the Investment Climate  

Facility for Africa;   

V. Jayatheerthan, Senior Vice-President and  

Operational Head of Africa for 3i Infotech;   

Louis Kasekende, Chief Economist  

of the African Development Bank; 

Razia Khan, Chief Africa Economist  

of Standard Chartered Bank;  

Rainer Koch, Managing Director of HP Africa; 

Karl Sauvant, Co-Director, United Nations  

Millennium Cities Initiative.
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Discussants
J. Coté, Permanent Representative of the ICC, Geneva; A.M.B. Daramy, Commissioner for Trade,  

Customs, Industry, Mines and Free Movement, ECOWAS; M. Laanemae, Undersecretary of  

Economic and Development Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Estonia;  

F. Sedano, Director of Investment Operations and Promotions, National Agency  

of Investment Promotion, Argentina; M. V. Stichele, SOMO – Centre for Research on Multinational 

Corporations; D. G. Wöhrl, Vice-Minister, Federal  Ministry of Economics and Technology, Germany 
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Ministerial round table
Creating an institutional  

environment conducive to increased  
foreign investment and  

sustainable development

Moderator
H.E. B. Mkapa, former President of Tanzania  

and Co-Chair of the Investment  

Climate Facility for Africa.

List of panellists
Supachai  Panitchpakdi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD; 

M. Amano, Deputy Secretary-General, OECD;  

H.E. A.B. Baiget, Vice-Minister and General Secretary  

for Trade, Ministry of Industry, Tourism and Trade, Spain; 

H.E. M. Belka, Executive Secretary,  

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe  

and former Prime Minister of Poland;  

H.E. S. Kiwanuka, Minister of State for Finance, Planning and 

Economic Development, Uganda;  

H.E. C. Mamoghli, Deputy Minister of Trade, Tunisia; 

H.E. G.L. Peiris, Minister of Export Development and  

International Trade, Sri Lanka;  

H.E. R. Robinson, Minister of State, Ministry of  

Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Jamaica;  

H.E. Yi Xiaozhun, Vice-Minister of Commerce,  

People’s Republic of China.
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The “software environment” (i.e. judicial system,  
intellectual property rights, international  
agreements) are as important as the “hardware 
environment” (i.e. infrastructure, including  
information and communication technologies) 
in attracting FDI.
FDI can help with economic transition and the 
creation of adequate regulatory and  
institutional frameworks, in the diversification of  
ownership structures and reform of State  
enterprises.
Size constraints in terms of attracting and  
benefiting from FDI can be overcome with  
proactive policies aimed at enhancing  
infrastructure and skills, developing labour  
policies, facilitating diversification and  
upgrading.  

Enhancing markets by entering into regional 
trade agreements or bilateral agreements with 
larger economies is equally important.  
The productive sector has a key role to play in 
mitigating environmental degradation through 
the use of greener investment and the  
development of cleaner technology.
Account needs to be taken of the social costs and 
potential benefits of foreign investments, an  
assessment to be shared by all stakeholders.
Maintaining strong SME sectors and ensuring 
that the activities of foreign enterprises do not 
deter or undercut local investors is also a key  
consideration.  
Bilateral investment treaties can contribute to 
building a conducive institutional environment 
by strengthening the rule of law and creating  
legal stability. 

Some specific points highlighted by speakers:
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The role of foreign investment in  

accelerating the achievement of the  

Millennium Development Goals; 

The need to ensure that investment flows go 

not only to extractive industries but also into  

agro-business, infrastructure and  

manufacturing in sub-Saharan Africa; 

The need for business to address the  

challenges of climate change in an ever  

more concrete manner;

The urgency of addressing policy challenges 

in a rapidly changing international  

investment landscape, especially renewed 

investment protectionism;

The importance of investment in addressing 

the challenges of building food production 

capacity in the poorest countries. 

The meeting identified five specific  
investment issues:
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 Other Events

Alessandro Texeira,  newly 

elected President of  

WAIPA (left) and  

Kai Hammerich, outgoing 

President of WAIPA (right). 

Women in Business award

Capacity-building workshops

Business networking events

IPA awards

Publication launches
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Capacity-building workshops  

On the eve of the Forum’s opening, four  

capacity-building workshops were held. The 

events were organized by UNCTAD and WAIPA, 

in collaboration with the World Bank (FIAS) and 

the private sector (Ernst & Young, GDP Global 

Development, IBM Global Business Services).   

Attended in all by over 100 participants, they 

covered a wide range of topics examining  

successful strategies for attracting and  

benefting from investment (photos left to 

right):

Marchés  émergents: Vers une source  

incontournable d’investissement? (E&Y)

Marketing change for investment promotion 

(FIAS)

Performing at world-class levels: How to 

achieve investment attraction goals (GDP)

Economic development in a Rubik’s Cube 

world: Turning global trends into local  

prosperity (IBM)
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United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development

Palais de Nations Geneva 1211 

Switzerland

www.unctad.org 

For further information, please contact:

Mr. James Zhan

Acting Director

Division of Investment and Enterprise

UNCTAD

Fax: +41 22 917 0197

E-mail: iif@unctad.org


