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MEASUREMENT DIFFICULTIES
Despite recent efforts to improve statistical 
methodologies, trade on services remains a 
rather elusive form of activity for economists to 
monitor and record.

NON-TRADABLE NATURE OF  
CERTAIN SERVICES ACTIVITIES
Some services are only possible, or more efficient, 
when providers are physically close to their clients.  
Services are then provided through commercial 
presence.

Why?
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GLOBAL IMPORTANCE OF SERVICES     TRADE: REGIONAL PERSPECTIVES

Trade in Services

Trade in Goods
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of total services exports

DEVELOPED 
economies account for :

58.9 % 
of total services imports 

66.3 % 
of total services exports

TRANSITION 
economies account for :

3.9 % 
of total services imports 

2.9 % 
of total services exports

2012

America
DCs

Developed
economies:

Europe

Africa
DCs

Transition
economies

Developed
economies:

America



Gite labores equature mint, ut quo core, nos facium es etur?
GLOBAL IMPORTANCE OF SERVICES     TRADE: REGIONAL PERSPECTIVES

While developed countries continue 
to have a higher share of services 
trade than developing countries, 
the expansion of services exports 
in 2012 was led by developing 
economies of Asia (8%) and 
America (6%), and the transition 
economies (7%).

Northern American developed 
countries  increased their services 
exports (4%) in 2012.  

Europe perceived a significant 
decline (-3%) in the same period.

Developed economies: Oceania

Developed economies: Europe

Developed economies: Asia

Developed economies: America
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Distribution of world services exports, 2000-2011 (per cent)

While other business services 
has perceived a significant 
growth in the last 11 years, travel 
and transport have experienced 
the contrary.

Distribution of world services exports, 2011 (per cent)
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Travel, transportation and other 
business services are the main 
traded servies activities.
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developing countries services    exports performance by category

Developing countries’ share 
of  construct ion and t ravel 
services rises to almost 40% of 
world services exports of these 
categories.

Developing countries account for 
around 30% of world services 
exports.

In most categories, developing 
countries strengthened their 
world market share from 2000  
to 2011.

Share of developing countries in world services exports (per cent)
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Developing countries’ share of the 
global total of travel, contruction and 
computer and information services 
exports perceived a noticeable 
increase from 2000 to 2011.



Gite labores equature mint, ut quo core, nos facium es etur?
developing countries services    exports performance by category

Developing countries’ share 
of  construct ion and t ravel 
services rises to almost 40% of 
world services exports of these 
categories.

Distribution of computer and information services exports (per cent)
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Developing countries’ share of the 
global total of travel, contruction and 
computer and information services 
exports perceived a noticeable 
increase from 2000 to 2011.

Despite developing countries’ shares increase, developed countries still dominate 
travel, construction and computer and information services exports. 

Only some Asian developing countries managed to capture a significant market 
share in these services
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TOP EXPORTERS 2012 (US$ millions)

TOP IMPORTERS 2012 (US$ millions)
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Source: UNCTADStat database is used for all figures.

Note: 2012 values are estimated figures.


