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Ministerial round tables and panel discussion

Ministerial round table on the theme “Eradicating poverty in all its forms
and dimensions through promoting sustainable development, expanding
opportunities and addressing related challenges”

1. Atits 1st meeting, on 8 May, the Commission held a ministerial round table on the
2017 theme of the Council, “Eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions through
promoting sustainable development, expanding opportunities and addressing related
challenges”. The round table was moderated by the Director of the Division on
Technology and Logistics and Head of the Commission on Science and Technology for
Development secretariat, UNCTAD, who also made introductory remarks.

2. At the same meeting, an interactive discussion ensued, in which the following
participants took part: Additional Secretary, Ministry of Science and Technology,
Pakistan, Muhammad Ashraf; Assistant Director-General, Climate, Biodiversity, Land
and Water Department, Food and Agriculture Organization, René Castro Salazar;
Secretary for Science and Technology, Department of Science and Technology,
Philippines, Fortunato de la Pena; Deputy for Policy Making and Strategic Evaluation,
and Vice Presidency for Science and Technology of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Mehdi
Elyasi; Permanent Representative of Iceland to the Food and Agriculture Organization
and Vice-Chair of the Committee on World Food Security, Jon Erlingur Jonasson; Lead
Advisor for the Programme Management Department, International Fund for
Agricultural Development, Shantanu Mathur; Minister, Ministry of Science and
Technology, Thailand, Atchaka Sibunruang; Minister of Social Security, National
Solidarity and Environment and Sustainable Development, Mauritius, Marie Joseph
Noél Etienne Ghislain Sinatambou; Science and Technology Advisor to the Secretary of
State, United States, Vaughan Turekian; Secretary, Ministry of Science, Technology and
Research, Sri Lanka, R. Wijialudchumi; Associate Counsel of the Ministry of Science
and Technology, China, Xu Jie; Director General, National Commission of Science and
Technology, Rwanda, Manasse Mbonye.

3. Also at the same meeting, on 8 May, the representatives of the Philippines (on
behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations), Mexico, India and Austria (on
behalf of the European Union and its Member States) made statements. At the same
meeting, the Moderator made a brief summary of the discussion.

High-level round table “Review of progress made in the implementation of
World Summit on the Information Society outcomes”

4. At the 2nd meeting, on 8 May, the Commission held a ministerial round table on
“Review of progress made in the implementation of World Summit on the Information
Society outcomes”. The round table was moderated by the Vice-Chair of the
Commission on Science and Technology for Development, Benedicto Fonseca Filho
(Brazil), who also made introductory remarks. An interactive discussion ensued in which
the following participants took part: Director of Freedom of Expression and Media
Development Division in the Communication and Information Sector, United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Guy Berger; Associate Counsel of the
Ministry of Science and Technology, China, Jie Xu; Minister of Social Security,
National Solidarity and Environment and Sustainable Development, Mauritius, Marie
Joseph Noél Etienne Ghislain Sinatambou; Deputy Minister for Science and Technology,
Dominican Republic, Placido Goémez Ramirez; Ambassador and Permanent
Representative, Cuba, Pedro Luis Pedroso Cuesta; Ambassador Extraordinary and
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Plenipotentiary, Latvia, Janis Karklins; Executive Vice President, Chief Digital Officer,
Capgemini, Kimberly Smith; President and Chief Executive Officer, Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers, Goran Marby; Permanent
Representative, Lesotho, Moshe Kao; Deputy Permanent Representative, United
Kingdom, Andrew Staines; Secretary, Ministry of Science, Technology and Research, Sri
Lanka, R. Wijialudchumi; Ambassador, Director of International Relations, Federal
Office of Communications, Switzerland, Thomas Schneider; Mounir Hamaidia, in
charge of studies and analysis, Ministry of Posts and Information and Communication
Technologies, Algeria; the representative of Portugal, and the representative of the
International Telecommunications Union.

5. Atits 3rd meeting, on 9 May, the Commission held its general discussion on the
item and heard introductory remarks by the Vice-Chair (Hungary). At the same
meeting, presentations were made by the following panellists: Minister of
Communications and Media, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Lambert Mende
Omalanga; Vice-Chair of the Commission and Director, Department of Scientific and
Technological Themes, Ministry of External Relations, Brazil, Benedicto Fonseca
Filho; Chair, Multistakeholder Advisory Group, Internet Governance Forum, Lynn St.
Amour; Executive Director, Asociaciéon Interamericana de Empresas de
Telecomunicaciones, and Centro de Estudios de Telecomunicaciones de América
Latina (cet.la), Pablo Bello; and Executive Director, Association of Progressive
Communications, Philippines, Chat Garcia.

6.  Also at the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of the
United Kingdom, Poland, Austria (on behalf of the European Union and its Member
States), Mexico, India, China, Burkina Faso, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Kenya and
Brazil. A statement was also made by the observer for Morocco.

7. At the 3rd meeting, statements were also made by the Internet Society, the
International Chamber of Commerce and the Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia.

Panel discussion on science and technology for development

8. At the 4th meeting, on 10 May, the Director of the Division on Technology and
Logistics of UNCTAD introduced the report of the Secretary-General on the role of
science, technology and innovation in ensuring food security by 2030
(E/CN.16/2017/3).

9. At the same meeting, the Commission held a panel discussion on the priority
theme “The role of science, technology and innovation in ensuring food security by
2030”, moderated by the Vice-Chair (Mauritius). Presentations were made by the
following panellists: Head of the Directorate of Education and Human Resources,
American Association for the Advancement of Science, and Member of the Gender
Advisory Board, Shirley Malcom; Director of the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies on
Industrial Property and Economics, University of Buenos Aires, Carlos M. Correa; Lead
Adviser of the Programme Management Department, International Fund for Agricultural
Development, Shantanu Mathur; Executive Director, Action Group on Erosion,
Technology and Concentration (ETC Group), Pat Mooney; and Suchith Anand, of the
University of Nottingham and Global Open Data for Agriculture and Nutrition. In the
discussion, statements were made by representatives of India, Turkey, Cuba, the
Dominican Republic, Peru, China, Brazil and Mexico.
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