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PREPARATI ON AND ADOPTI ON OF A CONVENTI ON ON ARREST OF SHI PS

Draft Final Act of the United Nations/lInternational Mritine Organi zation
Di pl omati c Conference on Arrest of Ships

1. The General Assenbly of the United Nations, by resolution 52/182 of 18
December 1997, endorsed the convening of a Diplomatic Conference in order to

consi der and adopt a convention on arrest of ships.

2. The United Nations/International Maritime Organization Diplomatic

Conference on Arrest of Ships was convened at Geneva from1l to 12 March 1999.

3. Representatives fromthe following States participated in the Conference:
Al geria, Angol a, Argenti na, Australia, Belarus, Belgium Benin, Brazil,
Bul garia, Burundi, Caneroon, Canada, Chile, China, Colonbia, Cbdte d’lvoire,
Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, Dom nican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Sal vador,
Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Ganmbia, GCeorgia, Germany, Ghana,

Greece, GQ@uinea, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (lslamc
Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Latvia, Lebanon, Liberia,
Li thuani a, Madagascar, Malta, Marshall |slands, Mauritania, Mexico, Monaco,

Morocco, Mozanbi que, Netherlands, N geria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Peru,
Phi | i ppi nes, Pol and, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation,
Senegal , Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago,
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Tuni sia, Turkey, Wkraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdomof G eat Britain
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America,

Uruguay, Viet Nam and Yenen.

4, Honk Kong Special Admnistrative Region of China and Macao, associate
menbers of the International Maritine Organization, were represented by an

observer.

5. The following intergovernnmental organizations were represented by an
observer: Arab Labour Organization, Organization of African Unity, Organization
of American States, Organization of the Islamc Conference, Intergovernnental

Organi zation for International Carriage by Rail.

6. The followi ng non-governmental organizations were represented by an

observer: general category: I nternati onal Chanber of Comrerce, |nternational

Confederation of Free Trade Unions, Wrld Federation of United Nations

Associ ati ons; special category: International Ship Suppliers Association,

I nternational Association of Ports and Harbours, Latin Anerican Associ ation of
Navi gati onal Law and Law of the Sea, International Chanmber of Shipping, Comté
Maritinme International, Institute of International Container Lessors, |Ibero-
American Institute of Maritinme Law, International Goup of P& Clubs,

Internati onal Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources.

7. The Conference elected the followi ng officers:

Pr esi dent: M. Zhu Zengjie (China)
Vice-Presidents: Ms. Ida Barinova (Russian Federation)
M. Marc Gaut hier (Canada)
Mykol a Mai meskul (Ukrai ne)
Mahmoud Bahey El di n | brahi m Nasrah (Egypt)
El adi o Pefia Loza (Panamm)

Luigi Rovelli (Italy)
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Lal chand K. Sheri (Si ngapore)

Rapporteur-General: M. Walter de Sa’'Leitao (Brazil)
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8. The Conference established a Main Cormittee, a Drafting Commttee and a

Credentials Conmttee.

Main Conmittee

Chai r man: M. K J. Gonbrii (Norway)
Menmber s: open- ended

Drafting Committee

Chai r man: M. MalcolmJ. WIllianms, Jr. (United States of America)

Core nenbers: Al geria, Argentina, Belgium China, Cdte d'lvoire,
Croatia, Denmark, Egypt, France, Ganbia, Germany, Chana,
Li t huani a, Mexi co, Russian Federation, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Tuni sia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Geat Britain and

Northern Ireland, and United States of America.

Credentials Conmittee

Chai r man: Ms. Sama Payman (Australia)
Menmber s: Australia, Benin, Brazil, China, Haiti, Myzanbique,

Phi |'i ppi nes, Russian Federation, United States of Anmerica.

9. The secretariat of the Conference included the follow ng officers:
Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD, M. Rubens Ricupero; Executive Secretary,

M. Jean Gurunlian, Director, Division for Services Infrastructure for

Devel opnent and Trade Efficiency, UNCTAD, Deputy Executive Secretary, Ms.
Rosalie Bal kin, Director, Legal Affairs and External Relations Division, |M)
M's. Mnica N. Manefo, Senior Deputy Director, IM3 M. Agustin Bl anco-Bazan,
Senior Legal Oficer, IM3 M. Mhin Faghfouri, Head, Legal Unit, SITE,
UNCTAD, M. Carlos Mreno, Legal Oficer, SITE, UNCTAD, M. Erik Chrispeels,
Seni or Legal O ficer, UNCTAD, M. Awni Behnam Secretary of the Conference,
UNCTAD, M. Karma Tenzing, Deputy Secretary of the Conference, UNCTAD.



A/ CONF. 188/ L. 3
Page 4

10. The Conference had before it, as a basis for its work, the draft
articles for a convention on arrest of ships!, prepared by the Joint
UNCTAD/ | MO I nt ergovernmental Group of Experts on Maritine Liens and Mrtgages
and Rel ated Subjects, and the conpilation of comrents and proposals by
Governnments, and by intergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations, on
the draft convention on arrest of ships2 The Conference adopted its rules of

procedure® and its agenda *

11. On the basis of its deliberations as recorded in its report,® the
Conference established the text of the | NTERNATI ONAL CONVENTI ON ON ARREST OF
SHI PS, 1999.

12. The text of the Convention was adopted by the Conference on 12 March
1999. The Convention will be open for signature at United Nations

Headquarters, New York, from 1 Septenber 1999 to and including 31 August 2000

! TD/ B/ | GE. 1/ 5.
2 A/ CONF. 188/ 3 and Add. 1-3.
8 A/ CONF. 188/ 2.
4 A/ CONF. 188/ 1.

5 A/ CONF. 188/ 5.
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I N WTNESS WHEREOF t he undersi gned representatives have signed the Fina
Act. Done in Geneva, on this twelfth day of March, one thousand ni ne hundred
and ninety-nine, in one original in the Arabic, Chinese, English, French
Russi an and Spani sh | anguages, all texts being equally authentic. The

original of the Final Act shall be deposited in the archives of the United
Nati ons Secretari at.

Zu Zenjie
Presi dent of the Conference

R.  Ricupero
Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD

J. Gurunlian
Executive Secretary of the Conference

R. Bal kin
Deputy Executive Secretary of the Conference

M Faghf our
Head, Legal Unit, SITE

E. Chrispeels
Senior Legal Oficer

A. Behnam
Secretary of the Conference



