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HOW DOES YOUR  
ORGANIZATION BECOME 
AN OBSERVER?

We need civil society 
to help us follow new 
paths to sustainable 
development

UNCTAD Secretary-General  

Mukhisa Kituyi
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UNITUNITED NATIOATIONS CNS CONFERENENNCCCEEE ON TRADEDE AAND ND DDEVELLOPMOPMMENTT

More details on UNCTAD, civil society,  

observer status and how to apply are  

available at www.unctad.org/cso

Contact details – e-mail: cso@unctad.org,  
tel: 41 22 917 5048
The Civil Society Outreach Unit is part of the 
Communications, Information and Outreach  
Section within the Office of the Secretary-General.

 @UNCTAD

 unctad.org/facebook

 unctad.org/flickr

 unctad.org/youtube

PARTNERING 
WITH CIVIL  
SOCIETY 

FURTHER  
INFORMATION
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Setting the agenda

Networking and coordinating

Staying informed

Building expertise

Sharing knowledge

HOW DO CIVIL SOCIETY 
ORGANIZATIONS WORK 
WITH UNCTAD?

OBSERVER STATUS  
WITH UNCTAD

Africa
Asia-Pacific
Europe
Interna�onal
La�n America
Middle East
North America

The United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD)  
is the focal point in the United 
Nations for the integrated treatment 
of trade and development, and 
interrelated issues in the areas of 
finance, technology, investment and 
sustainable development. Through 
its three pillars, UNCTAD works to 
maximize development opportunities 
for developing countries and 
deliver meaningful results, while 
enhancing synergies and promoting 
complementarities with the work of 
other international organizations.

Three pillars of work
Consensus-building, supported  
by a wide range of experts
Research and analysis 
Technical cooperation  

Five areas of work 
International trade and commodities
Investment and enterprise
Africa and least developed countries
Globalization and development
Technology and logistics

The benefits of observer status include the following:
Observer role in meetings

Close working relationship

Consultative role

Access to United Nations grounds in Geneva: 


