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Principal types 2004 2005 2006 Percentage 
change 

2005/2006

Oil tankers  316 759  336 156  354 219 5.4
37.0 37.5 36.9

Bulk carriers  307 661  320 584  345 924 7.9
35.9 35.8 36.0

Ore/bulk/oil  12 110  9 695  7 817 -19.4
1.4 1.1 0.8

Ore/bulk  295 551  310 889  338 107 8.8
34.5 34.7 35.2

General cargo ships  94 768  92 048  96 218 4.5
11.1 10.3 10.0

Containerships  90 462  98 064  111 095 13.3
10.6 10.9 11.6

Other types of ships  47 324  48 991  52 508 7.2
5.5 5.5 5.5

Liquefied gas carriers  20 947  22 546  24 226 7.5
2.4 2.5 2.5

Chemical tankers  8 004  8 290  8 919 7.6
0.9 0.9 0.9

Miscellaneous tankers   947  1 001  1 261 26.0
0.1 0.1 0.1

Ferries and passenger ships  5 561  5 589  5 649 1.1
0.6 0.6 0.6

Other  11 865  11 565  12 453 7.7
1.4 1.3 1.1

World total  856 974  895 843  959 964 7.2
100.0 100.0 100.0
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2004 2005 2006 2004 2005 2006
World total  3 054  3 206  3 494 6 437 218 7 165 352 8 120 465

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Developed market-economy countries   824   897  1 009 2 147 550 2 520 415 2 902 207

27.0 28.0 28.9 33.4 35.2 35.7
Major open-registry countries  1 224  1 255  1 351 2 922 805 3 112 131 3 479 947

40.1 39.1 38.7 45.4 43.4 42.9
 2 048  2 152  2 360 5 070 355 5 632 546 6 382 154

67.1 67.1 67.5 78.8 78.6 78.6
  35   34   27  26 813  26 014  15 297
1.1 1.1 0.8 0.4 0.4 0.2

Socialist countries of Asia   136   117   131  153 727  182 607  238 282
4.5 3.6 3.7 2.4 2.5 2.9

Developing countries   779   848   921 1 115 019 1 251 358 1 420 783
25.5 26.5 26.4 17.3 17.5 17.5

of which:
Africa   9   11   12  9 131  10 469  11 857

0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1
America   282   314   328  361 472  399 964  416 970

9.2 9.8 9.4 5.6 5.6 5.1
Asia   488   523   581  744 416  840 925  991 956

16.0 16.3 16.6 11.6 11.7 12.2
Europe   0   0   0   0   0   0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Oceania   0   0   0   0   0   0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other, unallocated   56   55   55  71 304  72 827  63 949

1.8 1.7 1.6 1.1 1.0 0.8

Number of ships TEU capacity and percentage shares

Countries in Central and Eastern Europe 
(including former USSR)

Flags of registration by groups of 
countries

Total developed market-economy and 
major open-registry countries
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Country grouping Types of vessel 0–4 
years

5–9 
years

10–14 
years

15–19 
years

20 years 
and over

Average 
age 

(years) 

2005 a

Average 
age 

(years) 

2004 a

All ships 24.2 21.2 16.8 10.6 27.1 12.2 12.3
Tankers 31.6 22.0 19.7 12.4 14.3 10.0 10.3
Bulk carriers 19.7 21.6 16.6 10.2 32.0 13.1 13.0
General cargo 8.6 13.9 10.6 9.6 57.4 17.5 17.5
Containerships 32.1 28.3 17.3 8.2 14.0 9.4 9.4
All others 18.2 14.5 11.2 8.8 47.3 15.3 15.6

All ships 28.2 27.8 17.3 9.2 17.5 10.3 10.5
Tankers 36.3 29.2 18.2 8.8 7.4 8.2 8.5
Bulk carriers 18.7 27.3 19.4 8.9 25.7 12.2 12.3
General cargo 14.6 22.6 15.1 10.6 37.1 14.2 14.0
Containerships 31.6 32.7 14.9 9.8 10.9 8.9 9.0
All others 19.9 18.9 13.2 9.5 38.4 13.9 14.2
All ships 26.3 21.5 17.3 10.0 25.0 11.7 11.8
Tankers 32.7 21.5 21.1 12.0 12.6 9.7 10.2
Bulk carriers 22.2 21.7 16.2 9.6 30.3 12.7 12.6
General cargo 9.9 18.0 11.8 9.5 50.7 16.4 16.4
Containerships 35.3 25.8 16.2 7.7 15.0 9.3 9.2
All others 20.1 15.3 10.7 5.8 48.1 15.1 15.5
All ships 27.0 23.8 17.3 9.7 22.2 11.1 11.3
Tankers 34.3 24.9 19.9 10.6 10.4 9.1 9.5
Bulk carriers 21.4 23.1 17.0 9.4 29.1 12.5 12.5
General cargo 11.8 19.8 13.1 10.0 45.3 15.5 15.5
Containerships 33.7 28.9 15.6 8.6 13.2 9.1 9.1
All others 20.0 17.1 12.0 7.7 43.2 14.5 14.9

All ships 2.9 4.4 4.8 13.8 74.1 20.7 20.5
Tankers 9.4 13.3 7.9 15.3 54.0 17.4 18.3
Bulk carriers 0.7 1.8 0.2 1.1 96.2 23.0 22.9
General cargo 1.6 1.8 5.6 16.4 74.7 21.2 20.8
Containerships 0.0 1.4 0.0 10.3 88.3 22.6 18.1
All others 1.9 4.0 5.8 22.8 65.5 20.3 20.0
All ships 21.8 6.0 12.9 8.4 50.9 15.8 16.8
Tankers 35.9 6.7 18.6 7.9 30.9 12.0 13.4
Bulk carriers 11.8 6.5 10.1 10.1 61.6 18.1 18.4
General cargo 5.0 4.8 5.4 6.9 78.0 20.6 20.9
Containerships 45.1 3.6 19.4 7.3 24.7 10.5 12.3
All others 35.9 6.7 18.6 7.9 30.9 12.0 13.4
All ships 21.1 18.7 17.3 13.2 29.6 13.0 13.1
Tankers 26.6 18.5 19.8 16.7 18.3 11.4 11.5
Bulk carriers 17.9 20.6 17.4 13.1 31.0 13.4 13.3
General cargo 7.7 10.1 9.1 8.6 64.6 18.6 18.6
Containerships 28.2 29.9 21.8 6.3 13.8 9.6 9.3
All others 16.7 9.5 9.1 9.2 55.5 16.7 16.9

Subtotal

Countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe

Socialist countries of 
Asia

Developing countries 
(excluding open-registry 
countries)

W orld total

Developed market-
economy countries

Major open-registry 
countries
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Year
No. of 
vessels

Million 
dwt

No. of 
vessels

Million 
dwt

No. of 
vessels

Million 
dwt

No. of 
vessels

Million 
dwt

No. of 
vessels

Million 
dwt

1980  99 7.0  4 0.4  135 4.7  548 6.0  786 18.0
1985  72 3.9  10 0.7  339 14.7  529 5.0  95 25.0
1990  81 8.7  0 0.0  119 9.6  523 4.0  723 23.0
1997  69 7.5  3 0.3  299 18.8  696 10.2 1 067 36.8
1998  120 12.6  0 0.0  217 11.6  704 11.1 1 041 35.3
1999  161 19.1  4 0.4  195 13.0  585 8.4  940 40.5
2000  154 20.8  0 0.0  188 13.1 1 202 10.5 1 544 44.4
2001  112 14.4  0 0.0  310 21.0 1 048 9.8 1 470 45.2
2002  182 23.4  0 0.0  226 14.1 1 131 11.5 1 539 49.0
2003  281 29.4  2 0.2  161 11.2 1 263 8.4 1 707 49.2
2004  301 27.6  0 0.0  264 13.9 1 262 7.9 1 827 49.4
2005 c  475 30.7  0 0.0  313 23.0 1 341 16.8 2 129 70.5

TotalOil tankers a Combined carriers a Dry bulk carriers a Others b
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Broken-up tonnage 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Tonnage sold for breaking (million dwt) 22.2 27.8 30.5 25.6 11.0 6.3
Broken-up tonnage as a percentage of the 
total world fleet

2.7 3.4 3.6 3.0 1.2 0.7
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Year Tankers Dry bulk carriers Containerships General cargo ships
2000 26.9 25.9 25.7 27.3
2001 28.0 26.7 26.9 27.4
2002 28.3 26.6 26.0 28.2
2003 29.3 26.5 25.5 29.3
2004 29.5 27.3 30.5 32.9
2005 31.5 28.1 30.6 31.9
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Years
Tankers Combined 

carriers
Bulk 

carriers
Others Total World 

fleet
Total Tankers Combined 

carriers
Bulk 

carriers
Others Total

2000 13.5 1.0 4.6 3.1 22.2 808.4 2.7 60.9 4.3 20.8 14.0 100.0
2001 15.7 0.8 8.1 3.2 27.8 825.7 3.4 56.5 2.7 29.1 11.7 100.0
2002 18.1 1.6 5.9 4.9 30.5 844.2 3.6 59.3 5.2 19.3 16.1 100.0
2003 18.4 0.5 3.3 3.4 25.6 857.0 3.0 71.9 2.0 12.9 13.3 100.0
2004 7.8 0.5 0.5 1.8 10.6 895.8 1.2 73.6 4.7 4.7 17.0 100.0
2005 5.7 0.0 0.3 0.3 6.3 960.0 0.7 90.5 0.0 4.8 4.7 100.0

Million dwt Percentage share
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Flag of registration by group of countries
1980 c 1990 d 2004 2005 2006

World total 682.8 658.4 857.0 895.8 960.0
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Developed market-economy countries 350.1 219.0 230.4 241.7 258.4
51.3 33.3 26.9 27.0 26.9

Major open-registry countries 212.6 224.6 399.5 404.0 431.9
31.1 34.1 46.6 45.1 45.0
37.8 44.3 15.7 14.5 14.4
5.5 6.7 1.8 1.6 1.5

Socialist countries of Asia 10.9 22.1 29.9 33.4 37.0
1.6 3.4 3.5 3.7 3.9

Developing countries 68.4 139.7 181.4 202.3 218.3
10.0 21.2 21.2 22.6 22.7

of which:
Africa 7.2 7.3 5.7 5.6 5.4
Americas 21.8 25.5 36.0 36.7 36.7
Asia 39.1 89.5 136.0 155.9 171.6
Europe 0.2 13.8 1.2 1.5 1.7
Oceania 0.1 3.6 2.4 2.6 2.7

Other, unallocated 3.0 8.7 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.4 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0

Tonnage and percentage shares b in millions of dwt

Countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
(including former USSR)
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Oil tankers Bulk 

carriers c
General 

cargo
Container 

ships
Other 
ships

Million 
dwt

Percentage of 
world total

1970 326.1 100.0 39.4 20.2 30.2 0.9 9.3

1980 682.8 100.0 49.7 27.2 17.0 1.6 4.5

1990 358.4 100.0 37.4 35.6 15.6 3.9 7.5

2000 808.4 100.0 35.3 34.8 12.7 8.6 8.6

2004 895.8 100.0 37.5 35.8 10.3 10.9 5.5

2005 960.0 100.0 36.9 36.0 10.0 11.6 5.5

1970 211.9 65.0 63.9 69.2 65.6 99.0 61.3

1980 350.1 50.3 52.5 52.7 43.4 74.3 50.4

1990 219.0 33.3 37.3 29.5 23.1 46.5 45.2

2000 203.4 25.2 30.0 16.9 19.6 34.4 37.6

2004 241.7 27.0 32.2 18.9 22.2 34.6 37.4

2005 258.4 26.9 31.2 19.4 21.4 35.2 39.9

1970 70.3 21.6 26.4 24.1 7.6 1.0 3.6

1980 212.5 31.1 36.2 31.7 20.8 13.5 17.0

1990 224.6 34.1 41.6 33.2 26.2 21.1 24.2

2000 392.2 48.5 50.8 55.0 36.5 40.6 38.2

2004 404.0 45.1 43.2 52.9 32.4 43.9 33.4

2005 431.9 45.0 43.4 52.6 32.1 43.0 33.7

1970 20.5 6.2 4.6 2.1 12.0 - 28.8

1980 37.8 5.5 2.8 4.2 12.6 2.9 19.2

1990 44.3 6.7 3.2 6.1 15.5 3.2 10.9

2000 16.3 2.0 1.0 1.4 6.3 0.6 3.7

2004 14.5 1.6 0.9 0.9 6.2 0.4 4.7

2005 14.4 1.5 0.8 0.9 6.1 0.2 4.3

1970 1.2 0.4 0.1 - 1.1 - 0.3

1980 10.9 1.6 0.6 1.6 4.7 0.1 1.3

1990 22.1 3.4 1.1 3.6 8.5 4.2 2.2

2000 26.1 3.2 1.4 4.0 7.6 2.6 1.8

2004 33.5 3.7 2.0 4.3 9.6 3.1 2.4

2005 37.0 3.9 2.2 4.4 9.5 3.4 2.3

1970 20.5 6.3 4.7 4.3 12.6 - 5.9

1980 68.4 10.0 7.7 9.2 17.6 7.6 12.0

1990 139.7 21.2 16.3 25.6 26.2 16.0 17.4

2000 157.0 19.4 16.1 20.7 27.1 18.7 17.3

2004 202.3 22.6 21.8 22.9 29.6 18.0 22.1

2005 218.3 22.7 22.4 22.8 30.9 18.1 19.8

Open-registry 
countries

Central and 
Eastern Europe

Socialist 
countries of Asia

Developing 
countries

Total dwt

Percentage share by vessel type d

Developed 
market-economy 
countries

World total

Year
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Oil tankers Bulk 

carriers c

General 
cargo

Container 
ships

Other 
ships

Million 
dwt

Percentage of 
world total

of which:
Africa 1970 1.1 0.3 0.2 - 1.3 - 0.7

1980 7.1 1.0 1.1 0.1 2.3 .. 2.1

1990 7.3 1.1 1.0 0.5 2.3 0.2 2.9

2000 6.0 0.7 0.5 0.4 1.7 0.2 1.8

2004 5.6 0.6 0.5 0.4 1.3 0.1 2.3

2005 5.4 0.6 0.4 0.4 1.3 0.1 2.3

America 1970 8.7 2.7 2.8 1.4 4.3 - 2.5

1980 21.8 3.2 2.3 3.3 5.6 0.1 3.7

1990 25.5 3.9 3.0 3.8 6.2 1.4 4.7

2000 34.1 4.2 2.7 3.5 9.6 5.1 4.5

2004 36.7 4.1 2.6 3.2 10.5 5.5 5.6

2005 36.7 3.8 2.5 2.8 10.3 5.1 4.6

Asia 1970 10.7 3.3 1.7 2.9 6.9 - 2.6

1980 39.1 5.7 4.3 5.7 9.8 2.7 5.7

1990 89.5 13.6 10.7 17.6 13.7 13.5 9.1

2000 115.7 14.3 12.9 16.5 15.5 13.3 10.9

2004 155.9 17.4 18.5 18.6 17.0 12.4 12.9

2005 171.6 17.9 19.3 18.9 18.5 12.8 11.6

Europe 1970 - - - - - - -

1980 0.2 - - - 0.1 - -

1990 13.8 2.1 1.4 2.8 3.2 0.6 0.4

2000 1.0 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.0

2004 1.5 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.1

2005 1.7 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.1

Oceania 1970 - - - - - - -

1980 0.2 - - - 0.1 - -

1990 3.6 0.5 0.2 0.9 0.8 0.3 0.3

2000 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1

2004 2.6 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.6 0.0 1.2

2005 2.7 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.7 0.0 1.2

Unallocated 1970 1.7 0.5 0.3 0.3 1.1 - 0.1

1980 3.0 0.4 0.2 0.6 0.9 1.6 0.1

1990 8.7 1.3 0.5 2.0 0.5 9.0 0.1

2000 13.4 1.7 0.7 1.9 2.9 3.1 1.3

2004 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

2005 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Year Total dwt

Percentage share by vessel type d
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M illion 
dw t %

M illion 
dw t %

M illion 
dw t %

M illion 
dw t %

M illion 
dw t %

M illion 
dw t %

T otal fleet 960.0 100.0 258.4 100.0 431.9 100.0 218.3 100.0 14.4 100.0 37.0 100.0
O il tankers 354.2 36.9 110.6 42.8 153.6 35.6 79.3 36.3 2.9 19.9 7.8 21.1
B ulk carriers 345.9 36.0 67.1 26.0 181.9 42.1 78.8 36.1 3.1 21.6 15.1 40.7
G eneral cargo ships 96.2 10.0 20.6 8.0 30.9 7.2 29.7 13.6 5.9 40.9 9.1 24.7
C ontainerships 111.1 11.6 39.2 15.2 47.8 11.1 20.1 9.2 0.3 1.9 3.8 10.3
O ther ships 52.5 5.5 21.0 8.1 17.7 4.1 10.4 4.8 2.3 15.8 1.2 3.2

Socialist 
countries of 

A sia

W orld fleet D eveloped 
market-
economy 
countries

O pen-registry 
countries

D eveloping 
countries

C entral and 
E astern 
E urope
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National flagc Foreign flag Total National flag Foreign flag Total
Foreign flag as a 

percentage of 
total

Total as a 
percentage of 

world total
Greece   709  2 318  3 027  47 466  115 928  163 394 70.95 18.02

Japan   707  2 384  3 091  11 763  119 940  131 703 91.07 14.52

Germany   420  2 366  2 786  13 120  58 397  71 516 81.66 7.89

China  1 763  1 130  2 893  29 832  35 656  65 488 54.45 7.22

United States   625  1 054  1 679  10 172  36 755  46 927 78.32 5.18

Norway   732   933  1 665  13 658  31 738  45 397 69.91 5.01
Hong Kong, China   292   371   663  17 973  25 870  43 843 59.01 4.84
Republic of Korea   638   355   993  12 696  16 977  29 672 57.21 3.27
Taiwan Province
 of China   109   444   553  4 772  19 618  24 389 80.44 2.69

Singapore   467   287   754  14 695  8 285  22 980 36.05 2.53

United Kingdom   370   409   779  8 961  12 334  21 295 57.92 2.35

Denmark   316   428   744  9 228  10 328  19 556 52.81 2.16

Russian Federation  1 670   487  2 157  6 803  9 889  16 692 59.25 1.84

Italy   543   159   702  10 192  4 297  14 490 29.66 1.60

India   366   40   406  12 511  1 264  13 774 9.17 1.52

Switzerland   26   346   372   791  10 968  11 759 93.28 1.30

Belgium   69   134   203  5 902  5 657  11 559 48.94 1.27

Saudi Arabia   60   74   134   977  10 387  11 364 91.40 1.25
Turkey   436   365   801  6 793  3 497  10 290 33.98 1.13
Iran (Islamic
 Republic of)   156   23   179  8 894   936  9 830 9.52 1.08

Malaysia   249   76   325  5 454  4 179  9 633 43.38 1.06

Netherlands   515   207   722  4 520  4 288  8 808 48.69 0.97

Canada   216   140   356  2 540  4 007  6 548 61.20 0.72

Sweden   159   183   342  1 692  4 684  6 375 73.47 0.70

Indonesia   591   120   711  3 822  2 408  6 231 38.65 0.69

Kuwait   40   29   69  3 682  1 361  5 043 26.99 0.56

Philippines   275   37   312  4 052   971  5 023 19.33 0.55

France   164   126   290  2 208  2 655  4 863 54.60 0.54

Brazil   135   12   147  2 590  2 164  4 755 45.52 0.52
United Arab Emirates   46   140   186   557  3 942  4 499 87.62 0.50

Spain   75   235   310   871  3 225  4 096 78.73 0.45

Thailand   278   40   318  2 741   457  3 198 14.30 0.35

Israel   20   52   72   868  1 828  2 697 67.80 0.30

Croatia   73   37   110  1 684   979  2 663 36.77 0.29

Australia   45   35   80  1 375  1 253  2 628 47.68 0.29
Total (35 countries)  13 355  15 576  28 931  285 855  577 123  862 978 66.88 95.17

World total  15 576  17 238  32 814  303 768  602 985  906 753 66.50 100.00

Number of vessels Deadweight tonnageCountry of domicile b
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Flag Total as 
of 

1.1.2005

Others TotalOil tankers Bulk carriers General cargo Container 
ships

Panama   680  51 136  1 507  100 037  1 271  12 287   599  22 431   503  8 817  4 560  194 708  177 866

Liberia   459  45 187   236  15 765   156  2 660   406  15 853   159  5 016  1 416  84 483  76 372

Bahamas   199  22 911   204  11 288   359  5 513   65  2 068   260  4 748  1 087  46 528  41 835

Malta   192  11 533   363  16 513   304  2 787   51  1 397   47   408   957  32 637  30 971

Cyprus   80  5 382   306  16 539   213  2 047   125  3 092   28   189   752  27 250  31 585

Bermuda   13  2 005   13  1 647   13   173   24   747   31   995   94  5 568  6 206

Subtotal  1 623  138 154  2 629  161 788  2 316  25 468  1 270  45 589  1 028  20 173  8 866  391 172  364 836

Saint Vincent and
 the Grenadines   19   505   83  4 059   248  2 133   14   89   68   172   432  6 958  6 857

Antigua and
 Barbuda   4   14   29   745   574  2 905   276  4 980   18   100   901  8 744  8 383

Cayman Islands   45  1 665   32  1 705   43   644   16   267   136  4 282  4 040

Luxembourg   12   176   1   49   5   42   6   105   18   166   42   537   794

Vanuatu   26  1 321   14   231   1   29   110   393   151  1 974  1 879

Gibraltar   21   394   1   3   100   582   12   177   12   74   146  1 230  1 281

Total  1 724  140 908  2 801  169 669  3 300  32 005  1 579  50 969  1 270  21 344  10 674  414 896  388 069

 1 629  131 632  2 688  159 506  3 286  31 439  1 479  46 213  1 224  19 280  10 306  388 069

 1 604  131 630  2 663  155 126  3 422  32 296  1 384  42 343  1 220  18 528  10 293  379 923

 1 538  134 277  4 286  145 514  2 527  27 794  1 007  31 817  1 005  16 680  8 563  356 081

Total six major open registers as of 1 January 2005

Total six major open registers as of 1 January 2003

Total six major open registers as of 1 January 2004
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2004 2005 2006 2004 2005 2006

Panama  168 710  177 866  194 708   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Liberia  74 083  76 372  84 483   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Bahamas  42 552  41 835  46 528   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Malta  35 348  30 971  32 637   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Cyprus  31 706  31 583  27 250  1 062   459   0   3.3   1.5   0.0
Bermuda  5 446  6 206  5 568   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0

Saint Vincent and
 the Grenadines  6 562  6 857  6 958   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Antigua and Barbuda  7 306  8 383  8 744   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Cayman Islands  4 086  4 040  4 282   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Luxembourg  1 273   794   537   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Vanuatu  1 785  1 879  1 974   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Gibraltar  1 068  1 281  1 230   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0
Total open registers  379 923  388 067  414 896   0   0   0   0.0   0.0   0.0

Singapore  36 486  40 934  47 999  11 704  12 424  14 695   32   30   31
Norwegian International
 Ship Registry (NIS)  24 007  21 265  19 399  19 873  12 396  12 075   83   58   62
Hong Kong (China)  34 468  43 957  44 843  15 376  17 246  17 973   45   39   40
Marshall Islands  31 625  38 088  42 106  11 018  10 828  13 748   35   28   33
Isle of Man  9 355  12 073  13 501  5 255  4 700  4 938   56   39   37
Danish International Ship
 Registry (DIS)  8 976  8 859  9 532  8 547  8 330  9 184   95   94   96
French Antarctic Territory  5 043  5 427  5 756  1 811  1 769  1 644   36   33   29
Netherlands Antilles  1 940  2 132  1 685   626   616   699   32   29   41

2005 2006

Eight international registers

Six minor open registries

Six major open registers

Total tonnage registered in 
country of registry

Participation of nationals of country of registry and of 
nationals of countries having privileged relationship with 

country of registry
in tonnage of registered fleet in percentage of registered 

fleet (%)

Country or territory
 of registry

2004
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No. of 
vessels

000
 dwt

% No. of 
vessels

000
 dwt

% No. of 
vessels

000
 dwt

% No. of 
vessels

000
 dwt

% No. of 
vessels

000
 dwt

%

Greece   541  23 698 11.2   242  16 400 17.6   223  11 873 22.9   489  24 521 66.4   339  16 169 53.3
Japan  1 932  97 542 46.2   98  5 373 5.8   52  2 149 4.1   2   55 0.1   17   320 1.1

Germany   29  3 516 1.7   537  22 300 24.0   18   949 1.8   60  1 641 4.4   228  6 060 20.0
China   396  13 844 6.6   52  3 227 3.5   8   224 0.4   15   238 0.6   10   277 0.9

United States   131  1 688 0.8   92  3 590 3.9   151  9 422 18.1   4   48 0.1   8   68 0.2
Norway   73   956 0.5   42  3 333 3.6   277  8 209 15.8   55   441 1.2   15   701 2.3

Hong Kong (China)   154  11 109 5.3   23  1 364 1.5   9  1 261 2.4   2   23 0.1   1   19 0.1
Republic of Korea   281  15 805 7.5   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   6   142 0.4   1   62 0.2

Taiwan Province
 of China   287  9 181 4.3   68  5 650 6.1   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0

Singapore   68  1 717 0.8   33  3 747 4.0   9   331 0.6   0   0 0.0   1   30 0.1
United Kingdom   43  1 106 0.5   30  1 108 1.2   76  1 373 2.6   3   90 0.2   20   978 3.2

Denmark   32   569 0.3   5   165 0.2   63   801 1.5   5   151 0.4   2   47 0.2
Russian Federation   10   123 0.1   70  6 064 6.5   7   45 0.1   58   792 2.1   62  1 367 4.5
Italy   15   183 0.1   18  1 142 1.2   11   389 0.7   25   574 1.6   1   2 0.0

India   17   495 0.2   2   218 0.2   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   1   31 0.1
Switzerland   219  8 052 3.8   10   280 0.3   8   413 0.8   26   500 1.4   6   98 0.3

Belgium   10   202 0.1   0   0 0.0   11   149 0.3   14   95 0.3   1   9 0.0
Saudi Arabia   3   93 0.0   24  6 562 7.1   16  2 795 5.4   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0
Turkey   33   189 0.1   2   122 0.1   10   234 0.5   109  1 663 4.5   0   0 0.0

Iran (Islamic
 Republic of)   5   81 0.0   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   11   194 0.5   2   148 0.5
Malaysia   17   84 0.0   0   0 0.0   12   82 0.2   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0

Netherlands   34   292 0.1   16   191 0.2   33  1 643 3.2   6   37 0.1   17   124 0.4
Canada   3   43 0.0   4   225 0.2   10   347 0.7   17   63 0.2   1   13 0.0
Sweden   8   72 0.0   10   402 0.4   13   644 1.2   3   21 0.1   2   9 0.0

Indonesia   51   659 0.3   1   79 0.1   4   109 0.2   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0
Kuwait   2   108 0.1   1   42 0.0   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0

Philippines   15   296 0.1   0   0 0.0   1   28 0.1   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0
France   12   304 0.1   2   104 0.1   35   999 1.9   6   59 0.2   0   0 0.0
Brazil   6  1 100 0.5   4   779 0.8   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0

United Arab Emirates   63  1 009 0.5   9   894 1.0   13   965 1.9   4   120 0.3   5   395 1.3
Spain   43   338 0.2   0   0 0.0   12   938 1.8   1   4 0.0   6   262 0.9

Thailand   11   57 0.0   0   0 0.0   0   17 0.0   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0
Israel   7   119 0.1   5   428 0.5   0   0 0.0   25   808 2.2   3   49 0.2

Croatia   3   7 0.0   6   332 0.4   1   44 0.1   9   357 1.0   2   12 0.0
Australia   3   71 0.0   3   362 0.4   3   95 0.2   0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0
Subtotal (35 countries)  4 557  194 708 92.2  1 409  84 483 90.8  1 086  46 528 89.6   955  32 637 88.3   751  27 250 89.9

Others  2 262  16 413 7.8   237  8 543 9.2   267  5 394 10.4   263  4 305 11.7   240  3 066 10.1

Total  6 847  211 121 100.0  1 646  93 026 100.0  1 353  51 922 100.0  1 218  36 942 100.0   991  30 316 100.0

CyprusMaltaBahamasLiberiaCountry or territory
 of domicile

Panama
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No. of 
vessels

000
 dwt

% No. of 
vessels

000
 dwt

% No. of 
vessels

000
 dwt

% No. of vessels 000
 dwt

  2   88 1.0   119  3 797 14.2  1 955  96 546 21.1  2 318  115 928 Greece
  0   0 0.0   27   857 3.2  2 128  106 296 23.2  2 384  119 940 Japan

  1   22 0.3   961  9 550 36.9  1 834  44 038 9.6  2 366  58 397 Germany
  0   0 0.0   109  1 858 7.0   590  19 668 4.3  1 130  35 656 China

  26   360 4.2   183  1 534 5.8   595  16 710 3.6  1 054  36 755 United States
  5   58 0.7   52   364 1.4   519  14 062 3.1   933  31 738 Norway

  9  1 244 14.5   5   73 0.3   203  15 093 3.3   371  25 870 Hong Kong (China)
  0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   288  16 009 3.5   355  16 977 Republic of Korea

  0   0 0.0   4   18 0.1   359  14 849 3.2   444  19 618
Taiwan Province

 of China

  0   0 0.0   6   103 0.4   117  5 928 1.3   287  8 285 Singapore
  9   903 10.5   44   718 2.7   225  6 276 1.4   409  12 334 United Kingdom

  0   0 0.0   36   594 2.2   143  2 327 0.5   428  10 328 Denmark
  0   0 0.0   35   363 1.4   242  8 754 1.9   487  9 889 Russian Federation
  0   0 0.0   35   766 2.9   105  3 056 0.7   159  4 297 Italy

  0   0 0.0   7   125 0.5   27   869 0.2   40  1 264 India
  0   0 0.0   28   577 2.2   297  9 920 2.2   346  10 968 Switzerland

  0   0 0.0   28   259 1.0   64   714 0.2   134  5 656 Belgium
  0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   43  9 450 2.1   74  10 387 Saudi Arabia
  0   0 0.0   26   110 0.4   180  2 318 0.5   365  3 497 Turkey

  0   0 0.0   2   5 0.0   20   428 0.1   23   936
Iran (Islamic
 Republic of)

  0   0 0.0   1   90 0.3   30   256 0.1   76  4 180 Malaysia

  3   820 9.6   27   151 0.6   136  3 258 0.7   207  4 288 Netherlands
  20   688 8.0   9   281 1.1   64  1 660 0.4   140  4 007 Canada
  13  1 048 12.2   21   539 2.0   70  2 735 0.6   183  4 684 Sweden

  0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   56   847 0.2   120  2 408 Indonesia
  0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   3   150 0.0   29  1 361 Kuwait

  0   0 0.0   16   307 1.2   32   631 0.1   37   971 Philippines
  1   7 0.1   22   265 1.0   78  1 738 0.4   126  2 655 France
  0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   10  1 879 0.4   12  2 164 Brazil

  0   0 0.0   4   50 0.2   98  3 433 0.7   140  3 942 United Arab Emirates
  0   0 0.0   1   9 0.0   63  1 551 0.3   235  3 225 Spain

  0   0 0.0   0   0 0.0   11   74 0.0   40   457 Thailand
  2   196 2.3   2   196 0.7   44  1 796 0.4   52  1 828 Israel

  0   0 0.0   12   130 0.5   33   882 0.2   37   979 Croatia
  2   134 1.6   3   36 0.1   14   698 0.2   35  1 253 Australia

  93  5 568 64.9  1 825  23 725 90.1  10 676  414 899 90.5  15 576  577 122 Subtotal (35 countries)

  42  3 014 35.1  1 043  2 934 9.9  4 354  43 669 9.5  1 662  25 863 Others
  135  8 582 100.0  2 868  26 659 100.0  15 058  458 568 100.0  17 238  602 985 Total

Six minor open registries Subtotal Total foreign-flag fleetBermuda Country or territory
 of domicile
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Year

1996   274  13 875   271  14 250 - -   257  2 107   292  6 978   144   155  1 238  37 365
1997   428  32 516   282  17 983   2   220   299  2 701   166  3 618   96   149  1 273  57 187
1998   280  21 922   166  11 835   0   0   333  2 488   178  5 975   117   231  1 074  42 451
1999   206  16 822   346  23 934 - -   162  1 323   170  7 183   116   348  1 000  49 610
2000   446  41 865   344  20 081 - -   255  2 534   373  15 025   136   308  1 554  80 121
2001   550  34 260   165  9 496 - -   142  1 222   180  6 564   101   80  1 138  51 622
2002   447  23 979   275  20 799 - -   136  1 593   135  6 223   111   131  1 104  52 725
2003   456 -   193 - -   91 -   325 -   94 -  1 159 -
2004   547 -   246 - -   127 -   387 -   90 -  1 397 -

2005
Jan   33 -   7 -   0 -   12 -   27 -   5 -   84 -
Feb   72 -   14 -   0 -   7 -   55 -   14 -   162 -
Mar   56 -   60 -   0 -   30 -   12 -   3 -   161 -
Apr   37 -   41 -   0 -   20 -   44 -   13 -   155 -
May   38 -   31 -   0 -   5 -   43 -   1 -   118 -
June   49 -   15 -   0 -   5 -   59 -   4 -   132 -
July   36 -   12 -   0 -   16 -   58 -   10 -   132 -
Aug   35 -   10 -   0 -   23 -   59 -   6 -   133 -
Sept   46 -   41 -   0 -   14 -   27 -   6 -   134 -
Oct   47 -   17 -   0 -   24 -   29 -   3 -   120 -
Nov   33 -   2 -   0 -   38 -   60 -   6 -   139 -
Dec   36 -   14 -   0 -   27 -   18 -   4 -   99 -
Total   518   264   221   491   75  1 569

Container vessels Passenger ferries Total bTankers Bulk carriers Combined 
carriers

General cargo ships
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Country groups of registry Total Oil tankers Bulk 
carriers

General 
cargo

Container 
ships

Other 
ships

World total  226 387  70 697  66 612  5 082  50 850  33 146
Developed market-economy countries  58 878  17 384  10 667  1 548  15 745  13 534
Major open-registry countries  121 759  34 958  44 645  1 533  25 852  14 771
Countries of Central and Eastern Europe  1 317   773   21   236   139   148
Socialist countries of Asia  9 920  3 847  2 987   224  2 313   549
Developing countries, total  34 513  13 735  8 292  1 541  6 801  4 144

of which:
Africa   140   1   0   0   0   139
Americas  3 641   251   288   840  1 826   436
Asia  30 364  13 316  7 854   697  4 975  3 522
Europe   368   167   150   4   0   47
Oceania   0   0   0   0   0   0
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Type and size of vessels 1985 1990 1995 2000 2003 2004 2005 Percentage 
change 

2004/2005
30–50,000 dwt bulk carrier 11 24 25 20 22 30 28 -6.7
32-45,000 dwt tanker 18 29 34 29 30 38 43 13.2
70-74,000 dwt bulk carrier 14 32 29 23 25 35 35 0.0
80-105,000 dwt tanker 22 42 43 41 41 56 58 3.6
170,000 dwt bulk carrier 27 45 40 40 47 61 59 -3.3
250-280,000 dwt tanker 47 90 85 76 75 105 120 14.3

125-138,000 m3 LNG 200 225 245 165 155 190 205 7.9

75,000 m3 LPG 44 78 68 60 59 77 89 15.6
15,000 dwt general cargo 12 24 21 19 16 20 18 -10.0
2,500 TEU full containership 26 52 50 35 38 42 42 0.0
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Vessel 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Percentage 
change 

2004/2005
40,000 dwt tankers 27 26 24 28 40 42.5 6.3

80-95,000 dwt tankers a 39 33 30 38 57 60.7 6.5

130-150,000 dwt tankers a
50 43 42 48 74 73 -1.3

250-280,000 dwt tankers a 
71 60 53 75 107 116 8.4

45,000 dwt dry bulk carrier 15 12 15 21 30 28 -6.7
70,000 dwt dry bulk carrier 16 14 17 28 41 34 -17.0
150,000 dwt dry bulk carrier 25 22 26 41 57 68.4 20.0
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