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1 Although the number of products remains far below the number of fishery species the 2012 version of the HS classification is a 
true improvement with respect to earlier HS versions especially in terms of coverage of fishery species originating in developing 
countries. Such improvements were made possible by a close collaboration between the World Customs Organization and the FAO. 
Compared with HS 2007 for fish and fishery products the 2012 version saw the implementation of about 190 amendments and the 
introduction of about 90 new commodities (species by different product form). Within the limits of the available codes, the 
classification was restructured according to main groups of species of similar biological characteristics. The new version of the HS 
classification entered into force on January 1, 2017. It includes further amendments for fishery species and/or product forms that 
need to be monitored for food security purposes and/or for better management of fisheries, in particular for conservation of 
potentially endangered species. 
2 See https://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/regcst.asp?Cl=10&Lg=1 for a detailed description. 
3 See http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/cpc-21.asp for a detailed description. 
4 See UNCTAD (2013) for an extensive presentation and discussion. 
5 See UNCTAD (2010) for a precise motivation. 
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6 A brief description of each category is provided in Appendix A. The complete classification can be downloaded at 
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/ditctab20122_en.pdf. 
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7 Both measures take values between 0 and 1 (or 0 and 100 depending on the application of a scale normalization 
of not). See Fugazza (2013) for a detailed definition of these two measures. 
8  Average number of NTMs types refers to the number of measures belonging to different sub-groups of the UNCTAD NTMs 
classification and not the absolute number of measures itself. The latter could reflect differences in legal and law-making frameworks 
without necessarily translating into more or less stringent regulations. In other words, if two or more measures of the same type are 
reported, that is belonging to the same group corresponding to the highest level of disaggregation (2 or 3-digit) they are by default 
counted as one in the following sections. 
9  Trade data are taken from the UN COMTRADE international trade statistics database as of December 2016 downloadable at 
https://comtrade.un.org/. Although figures displayed in section 1 are based on UNCTADSTAT database the root data source remains 
UN COMTRADE implying that consistency is respected. 
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10 Categories correspond to aggregations of 2-digit chapters of the HS-2012 classification. 
11 The level of processing is defined according to the Broad Economic Categories classification.  
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12 Sub-groups are identified according to the CPCC classification version 2.1. 
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13 It thus also reflects the latitude a country has to increase its MFN tariff without violating WTO rules. 
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14 Fontagné and al. (2015) and Fugazza, Ugarte and Olarreaga (2017) obtain qualitatively similar 
results depite the use of totally different datasets. 
15 See Asprilla and al. (2017). 
16 See for instance UNCATD (2016), FAO (2016) and OECD (2013). 
17 See for instance Nyang (2004) for Senegal.  
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