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While a large number of SDG indicators were considered highly feasible for nowcasting, 

about half of them were not. The paper only provides a first indication of the potential to 

investigate nowcasting feasibility. Nowcasting will not solve timeliness and data availability 

issues.  

National efforts guided by the global statistical community and indicator custodian agencies 

are crucial to improving the availability of statistical data of sufficient quality, including time 

series length. For instance, work invested in backcasting time series to enable nowcasting and 

other efforts to increase the quality of SDG indicator data would also benefit nowcasting. 

Finally, it is the quality and availability of national statistical data that determines possibilities 

for nowcasting. One of the findings of this survey is that if and as policy makers require 

timelier data, more investment in official statistics, their quality and their comprehensiveness 

is needed.  
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