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Developmental strategies in an increasingly interdependent world:
applying the lessons of the past to make globalization an effective

instrument for the development of all countries and all people

The developmental impact of globalization has been mixed: while some developing countries
have benefited, others have not.  Economic disparities among countries have not been reduced, with
the result that a number of developing countries, particularly the LDCs,  run the risk of further
marginalization.  Tensions and imbalances of a systemic nature have also arisen, and, given the high
degree of interdependence in the world economy, the risk of financial upheavals spreading across
other countries and regions has greatly increased.  The international community should undertake a
rigorous and balanced review of the policy and institutional framework for global trade and finance.
In this context, the Conference provides member States with an opportunity to take stock of and
review the major international economic initiatives and developments, in particular those that have
taken place since UNCTAD IX.  UNCTAD should consider the strategies and policies which are
most likely to ensure the successful integration of all countries concerned, particularly the developing
countries, into the world economy on an equitable basis and to avoid the risk of further
marginalization.
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