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Note by the UNCTAD secretari at

The attached communi cati on fromthe Pernmanent M ssion of the People’s
Republic of China to the United Nations, dated 17 June 1997, submitted to the
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations, is circulated in conpliance with the
request that it be placed forrmally on record and brought to the attention of all
menbers of UNCTAD. !

'English translation provided by the Pernmanent M ssion of the People's
Republic of China to the United Nations in New YorKk.
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(Transl ati on)
D 97/ 34

New York, 17 June 1997

Your Excel |l ency,

I aminstructed by the Mnister of Foreign Affairs of the People’'s
Republic of China, with reference to the continued participation of Hong Kong
Speci al Adm nistrative Region of the People’s Republic of China in the activities
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent as from1l July 1997, to
i nform Your Excellency of the follow ng declaration of the Governnent of the
Peopl €' s Republic of China:

In accordance with the Joint Declaration of the Governnment of the People’s
Republic of China and the Government of the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and
Northern Irel and on the Question of Hong Kong signed in Beijing on 19 Decenber
1984, the People’s Republic of China will resune the exercise of sovereignty over
Hong Kong with effect from1 July 1997 Hong Kong as an inalienable part of the
territory of the Peoiple’s Republic of China will, with effect fromthat date,
beconme a Special Adm nistrative Region of the People s Republic of China and
enj oy a high degree of autonony, except in foreign and defence affairs, which are
the responsibilities of the Central People’ s Covernnent of the People’ s Republic
of China. The People’s Republic of China will assune international
responsibility for the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

I amalso instructed to declare that the People’s Republic of Chinais a
menber of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnment and that its
menber ship shall include the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region with effect

H E M. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
New Yor k
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from1l July 1997, representatives of the Hong Kong Special Adm nistrative Region
Covernnent, may, as and when the need arises, participate, as nenbers of the

del egation of the Covernment of the People’s Republic of China, in the neeting of
the UN Conference on Trade and Devel opnent. Wiere neetings are jointly organi zed
by the UN Conference on Trade and Devel opnent and anot her internationa

organi zation in which Hong Kong Adm nistrative Region has attai ned nmenbership or
associ ate menbershi p, the Hong Kong Special Adm nistrative Region nay participate
inthe capacity it has attained in the other organization. |In addition, the Hong
Kong Speci al Administrative Region shall continue to enjoy the preferencial trade
arrangenents provided to Hong Kong by donor countries under the Generalized
System of Preferences.

| should be grateful if the contents of this Note could be placed fornally
on record and brought to the attention of other nmenbers of the UN Conference on
Trade and Devel opnent.

Pl ease accept, Your Excellency, the assurance of ny highest consideration.

Wang Xuexi an (si gned)

Acting Permanent Representative of the
Peopl e’ s Republic of China to the

United Nations

Anbassador Extraordinary and Pl eni potentiary



