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ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANI ZATI ON
OF THE WORK OF THE SESSI ON

Provi si onal agenda and annotations for the
forty-fifth session of the Trade and Devel opment Board

Not e by the UNCTAD secretariat

The provisional agenda for the forty-fifth session of the Trade ad
Devel opment Board is reproduced in section | below. The secretariat’s annotations,
contained in section Il, are intended to provide essential background information
covering the provisional agenda itens, together with a brief description of th
rel evant document ati on.

A checklist of documents relating toall agenda itenms will be issued at the
begi nni ng of the session.
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l. PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA*

Procedural matters

(a) El ecti on of officers

(b) Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of the work of the session
(c) Adoption of the report on credentials

(d) Provi si onal agenda for the forty-sixth session of the Board

Segment for high-level participation: the inpact of financial crisis on
trade, investnent and devel opnment: regional perspectives

Hi gh-1evel M d-term Review

I nt erdependence and gl obal econom c issues froma trade and devel opnment
perspective: the causes, managenment and prevention of financial crisis

Revi ew of progress in the inplenentation of the Programme of Action

for the Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s:

(a) Trade and investnment in LDCs: opportunities and constraints in
the multilateral trading system

(b) Contribution of the Board to the considerat on by the General Assenbly,
at its fifty-third session, of the date, duration and venue of the fird
Uni ted Nations Conference on LDCs and its preparatory
process

UNCTAD s contribution to the inplenmentation of the United Nations
New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s: Prospects for
agriculture, trade and industrialization

Revi ew of technical cooperation activities of UNCTAD in accordance with
paragraph 96 of “A Partnership for G owth and Devel opnent”

O her matters in the field of trade and devel opnent:

- Progressi ve devel opnment of the law of intemational trade: thirty-first
annual report of the United Nations Conmmi ssion on International Trade
Law

Institutional, organizational, admnistrative and related matters:
(a) Revi ew of the cal endar of meetings
(b) Admi ni strative and financial inplications of the actions of the Board

O her busi ness

Adopti on of the report

*As approved by the Bureau and coordinators on 9 July 1998.
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I'1. ANNOTATI ONS TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA

ltem 1 Procedural matters

The rul es of procedure of the Board are contained in TD/ B/ 16/ Rev. 4 ad Corr. 1.

(a) Election of officers

In accordance with rules 18 and 19 of the rules of procedure, the Bureau of
the Board shall consist of 12 nenbers: the President, 10 Vice-Presidents and té
Rapporteur (i.e. 4 nenbers fromList A (Africa/Asia), 4 fromList B, 2 fromList C
and 2 fromList Dreferred to in the annex to CGeneral Assenbly resoution 1995( Xl X),
as anended) .

In accordance with the cycle of rotation, the President of the Board for the
forty-fifth session shall be a representative of one of the States in List A (Asia)
and the Rapporteur a representative of one of the States in List B. The 10 Vice-
presidents shall therefore be - 3 fromList A (Africa/Asia); 3 fromList B, 2 from
List C and 2 from List D

(b) Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of the work of the session

Agenda

The provisional agenda for the current session is reproduced in sectionl
above.

Organi zati on _of work

In order to accomodate the suggestions nmade by del egati ons, neetings of the
session of the Board have been designed so that no two neetings take place ata
gi ven tine. They have also been designed with a view to ensuring effectie
participation by del egations, particularly that of small delegations, and nos
efficient use of conference resources.

Est abl i shment of sessional conmittees

In accordance with rule 62 of its Rules of Procedure, the Board may wi sh to
set up two sessional committees. The proposed allocation of itenms between th
pl enary and sessional conmttees, in accorénce with rule 13, is indicated in annex
I of this docunent.

Schedul e of neetings

The table in annex Il below shows the overall tinetable for the two-we&
period. It is understood that this schedul e should be flexible to &ake into account
devel opnents during the session. For the High-Level Segnment, a detail ed progranme
will be circulated at a | ater date.
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(c) Adoption of the report on credentials

In accordance with rule 17.2 of the rules of procedure, the Bureau of th
Board shall exam ne the credentials and submt their report to the Board.

I n-sessi on docunentation

(d) Provi sional agenda for the forty-fifth session of the Board

The draft provisional agenda for the fortysixth session of the Board will be
prepared by the secretariat. The Board may wish to refer consideration of this to
the Consultations of the Bureau and Coordi nators.

I n-sessi on docunentation

ltem 2 Segnent for high-level participation: the inpact of financial
crisis on trade, investnent and devel opnent: regional perspectives

Par agraph 107(c) of “A Partnership for Gowh and Devel opnent” statd that “in
executing its mandated functions, the Trade and Devel opnent Board will neet n
regul ar or executive sessions. The regular session of the Board will be convened
in one part in autumm for approxi mately 10 working days. At that sesion, a segnment
shoul d be included to deal with a substantive policy itemwith a viewto attracting
hi gh-1evel participation. Personalities from the public, private/business ad
academ c sectors in areas related to UNCTAD' s work should be invited to attend.

The third such high-1evel segnent will be held at the forty-fifth session of
the Board. The first addressed the topic of “foreign direct investnent amd
devel opnent in a globalizing world econonmy” and was noderated by M. Alec Erwin
M ni ster of Trade and I ndustry of South Africa. The second addressed the topic of
“d obalization, corpetition, conpetitiveness and devel opnent” and was noder ated by
M Jan Pronk, M nister for Devel opment Cooperation of the Netherl ands.

The topic this year wll be approached from the perspective of tk
i mplications of the current financial crisis for global trade and investnment fl ows,
with particular reference to the devel opnment prospects of devel oping countries
taking as a point of entry the differential i npact on the world s econonic regions.
The gl obalization of the world economy has greatly increased the possibility b
| ocal i zed financial upheavals spreading to other countries and regipns via trade and
i nvestment channels. The transm ssion mechani sns are conplex, and heir inpact wll
vary according to the econom c sectors concerned. The evidence so &r suggests that
the nost inmportant factor determning the dfferential inpact of a financial crisis
is the regional ore. The ripple effects will be “nmediated” by this factor because
regi onal economc relations offer options for countries potentially affected by the
crisis and because regional institutions and arrangements allow for collectie
policy responses.
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A di scussion of the inmpact of financial crisis froma regional perspectie
could furthernore throw |ight on the nore general issue of the dynamc relatios
bet ween gl obalization and regionalism It can be argued that globalization &
i ncreasingly proceeding through the interaction of regional econonmic areas ad
groupi ngs, rather than through the atomistic integration of individual nationh
econom es into an undifferentiated world econony.

Docunent ati on

An issues paper will be circul ated

ltem 3 Hi gh-1evel Md-term Revi ew

The M drand Decl aration stated that “to build on the political commtnent of
menber States to the process initiated at this Conference and ensure i8
i mpl ementation, the President of UNCTAD | X shoul d consi der conveni nga speci al high-

| evel review neeting two years prior to UNCTAD X. You will also recall that, in
its resolution 52/182 of Decenber 1997, operative paragraph 2, theCGeneral Assenbly
“also reaffirnms its political will and responsibility with respect to inplenmenting

the agreed commitnents reached at the ninth session of the United Nai ons Conference
on Trade and Devel opnent, held at Mdrand, South Africa, in particular the docunent
entitled “A Partnership for Gowh and Devel opment”, and, in this regard, wel cones
the convening of a special high-level mid-termreview neeting in 1998, which will
contribute to the preparations for the tenth session of the Conference, to be held
in Thailand in 2000.

At its sixteenth executive session on 16 February 1998, the Trade ad
Devel opnent Board | aunched the m d-term revi ew process. In doing so, the Boad
mandat ed t he Vice-President of the Board, Arbassador Benjell oun-Touim (Morocco).
to conduct the review. Anbassador Benjelloun reported the outcone of the md-term
review exercise to the eighteenth executive session of the Trade and Devel opnmet
Board on 10 July 1998.

At is eighteenth executive session, the Board approved and adopted he outcone
of the mid-termreview (TD/ B/ EX(18)/L.2 andCorr. 1), requested nenber States, the
UNCTAD secretariat and relevant organi zations to fully inplenment thereconmendations
contained therein, and requested the Secretary-GCGeneral of UNCTAD to proced
i mmedi ately with the inplenmentation of those reconmendations, to provide regula
progress reports at the nonthly consultations and to transmt the outcone to th
Hi gh-1evel M d-term Review Meeting.
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The Hi gh-level Md-termReview wi ||l be chaired by M. Alec Erwin, Mister for
Trade and Industry of South Africa and it is expected that the discussions wil
focus on the followup to the md-termreview exercise with a view to assessig
gl obal devel opnents since Mdrand, the expetations over the next two years and the
future prospects |ooking forward to UNCTADX and beyond. The dial ogue shoul d focus
on issues that could be addressed at UNCTAD X, particularly with a view b
el aborating the agenda of the Conference.

Docunent ati on

TD/ B/ EX(18)/ 4 Report of the Trade and Devel opnment
Board on its eighteenth executive sessim

I n-sessi on docunent ation

ltem 4 | nt erdependence and gl obal econonic issuesfroma trade and devel opnment
perspective: the causes, managenent and prevention of financial crisis

Drawi ng on the recent East Asian experience, as well as on earlier financia
crisis, this itemw |l examne the role of external and donmestic fators in creating
financial fragility and triggering currency turnoil and external debt crises n
devel oping countries. Attention wll be paid not only to nacroecononitc
fundanmental s, including unsustai nabl e exchage rates and current account positions,
but also to the role of institutional and regularatory weaknesses in generatig
excessive credit expansion, bubbles in assé¢ markets, and | arge build-ups of liquid
and short-termexternal liabilities. Regading the managenent of crises, attention
will be focused on appropriate national and international policy responses
including the institutional franmework for debt work-outs, provisionof internationa
liquidity, and policy conditionality. The item will also cover other mneasure
needed at the national and gl obal |evel toreduce the Iikelihood of such crises and
to contain their effects on the real econony.

Docunent ati on

UNCTAD/ TDR/ 1998 Trade and Devel opnment Report, 1998
and Overvi ew
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ltem5 Revi ew of progress in the inplenentation of the Progranmme of Action
for the Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s:

(a) Trade and investnent in LDCs: opportunities and constraints
in the multilateral trading system

(b) Contribution of the Board to the consideration by the
CGeneral Assenbly, at its fifty-third session, of the date,
duration and venue of the Third United Nations Conference
on LDCs and its preparatory process

The Programme of Action for the LDCs for the 1990s and GCeneral Assenbly
resol uti on 45/206 entrusted UNCTAD with the focal role in the review and apprai sal
of the inplenmentation of the Programme of Action and its followup at the gl obh
level. "A Partnership for Gowth and Developnent" (TD/ 377) reaffirmed this mandate
and provided in paragraph 107(c) that the Board will review at its annual sessions
progress in the inplenentation of the Progranme of Action. For the consideration
of agenda item 5(a), the Board will have before it theLeast Devel oped Countries
1998 Report. The main thenme of the Report is an analysis of how different aspects
of the nultilateral trading systemaffect @portunities and constraints for LDCs in

enhancing their participation in the world econony. Part | of the Report,
conprising three chapters, will focus on recent econonic devel opnents in LDCs

trends in commodity prices of relevance to LDCs, a brief review of devel opnents in
t he gl obal econony, nobilization of privatefinance for investnment in LDCs, and the
special problems facing 10 small island LDCs. Part |1 of theReport, conprising
five chapters, will focus on trade, investmnt and the multilateral trading system
The Report reviews the inplenentation of the Uruguay Round Agreenents, explores a
nunber of issues relating to trade and environnent, exam nes opportunities for LDCs
in trade in services, analyses the potential costs and benefits for LDCs of a
possible future MA and analyses the inplications of the proposed WO financih
services agreenent for LDCs. TheReport identifies areas where spedfic concessions
and provisions in multilateral agreements may be beneficial to LDCs and whee
techni cal assistance may be needed to help LDCs integrate into the gl obal econony.

As regards agendaitem 5(b), the General Assembly, in its resolution 52/187,
deci ded to convene the Third United Nations Conference on the LDCs n the year 2001.

The mandate of the Conference will be as follows: (i) assess the results of té
Programe of Action during the 1990s at the country level; (ii) review th
i npl ement ation of international support measures, particularly in the areas ©
of ficial devel opnent assistance, debt, investnment and trade; (iii) consider th

formul ati on and adoption of appropriate national and international policies ad
measures for sustainable devel opnent of the |east devel oped countries and ther

progressive integration into the world econony. The Assenbly also decided b
convene an intergovernnmental preparatory conmttee indue tine to prepare for the
Conf erence. That nmeeting would be preceded by three expert-|evel preparatoy

nmeeti ngs.
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The Assenbly further decided that UNCTAD will be the focal point for thk
preparation of the Conference. It decided to include in the provisional agenda of
its fifty-third session a sub-item entitled "Inplenentation of the Progranme ©
Action for the Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s" and to consder, inter alia,
the date, duration and venue of the Conference, its preparatory process and th
funding for participation of representatives fromeach | east devel opd country, both
at the preparatory comrittee neeting and at the Conference itself from exte
budget ary resources.

The above General Assenbly resol ution was based on the recomrendati ons nade
by the Board at its forty-fourth session (reconmendati on 442(XLIV)). The Board's
consideration of this itemcould |lead to recommendations to facilitate a decision
by the CGeneral Assenbly on the above issues.

Docunent ati on

UNCTAD/ LDC/ 1998 The Least Devel oped Countries 1998 Report
and Overview

ltem 6 UNCTAD s contribution to the inplenentation of the United Nations
New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s: Prospects for
agriculture, trade and industrialization

In its agreed conclusions 443(XLIV), the Board agreed that UNCTAD shoud
closely monitor the relationship between dét and the capacity of African countries
to generate savings to support investnent. It also agreed that UNCTAD shoud
anal yse further devel opnent and trade-rel ated questions of investnenh and incentives
in the agricultural sector. The Trade and Devel opnent Report 1998 devotes its Part

Il to “African developnent in a conparative perspective”. 1t will eview trends and
prospects for economc growh and developnent in Africa. In the area ©
agriculture, it will consider the role, stwucture and performance of agriculture in
African economes and will review policies, prices and production in this sector.
The report al so anal yses trade, industry am accurnul ation and finally will consider
policy challenges and institutional reforns. |In the light of the abve, there will
be no separate documentation for the consideration of this item which is amy
covered by Part Il of the Trade and Devel opment Report.

Docunent ati on

UNCTAD/ TDR/ 1998 Trade and Devel opnent Report, 1998,
and Overvi ew Part 11
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ltem 7 Revi ew of technical cooperation activitiesof UNCTAD in accordance with
paragraph 96 of “A Partnership for Gowh and Devel opnent

In accordance with paragraph 107(b) of "A Partnership for Gowh ad
Devel opnent”, the Board will review the tetinical cooperation activities undertaken
in 1997, as well as considering devel opnents in UNCTAD s technical cooperation
i ncluding cooperation with other organizations and trends in the nobilization b
resources. The Board will be assisted in this matter by the Wsrking Party on th
Medi umterm Pl an and the Programre Budget which, at its thirty-secod session (first
part), to be held from 21 to 28 September 1998, wll conduct a progranme-by
progranme review of technical cooperation activities undertaken in 1997.

At its sixteenth executive session, on 16 February 1998, the Board took note
of UNCTAD s Techni cal Cooperation Plan for 1998-2000 (TD/ B/ EX(16)/2).

The secretariat's report to the Boardw Il include information on the above
i ssues, as well as specific proposals on financial self-sustainability and parti al
cost recovery in certain UNCTAD techni cal cooperation programmes. Information wll
al so be provided on UNCTAD s technical cooperation activities in |east devel opd
countries (LDCs).

Docunent ati on

TD/ B/ 45/ 6 - Overvi ew of technical
TD/ B/ WP/ 109 cooperation activities
TD/ B/ 45/ 6/ Add. 1 - Annex | - Review of activities
TD/ B/ WP/ 109/ Add. 1 undertaken in 1997 (English only)
TD/ B/ 45/ 6/ Add. 2 - Statistical tables
TD/ B/ WP/ 109/ Add. 2 (English only)

ltem 8 O her matters in the field of trade and devel opnent:

- Progressive development of the law of international trade:
thirty-first annual report of the United Nations Comm SSion
on International Trade Law

The thirty-first session of the United Nations Conm ssion on |Internationh
Trade Law was held in Vienna from1l to 12 June 1998. In accordance with Generh
Assenbly resolution 2205(XXl), the report of the session will be before the Board.
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Ceneral Assenbly resolution 2205(XXl) also provides that any coments o
recommendati ons which the Board may wi sh tonake on the report shall be transmtted
to the General Assenbly. Likew se, any suggestions for topics to beincluded in the
wor k of UNCI TRAL shoul d al so be transmitted to the General Assenbly.

Docunent ati on

TD/ B/ 45/ 7 Note by the UNCTAD secretari at
A/ 52/ 17
ltem 9 Institutional, organizational, admnistrative and related natters:

(a) Revi ew of the cal endar of neetings

The Board will have before it the cal endar of neetings for the remai nder of
1998 and an indicative cal endar for 1999, as approved by the Bureauand coordi nators
on calendar matters, together with anote on any further adjustments recomended,
if necessary.

Docunent ati on

TD/ B/ 45/ CRP. 1 Revi ew of the cal endar of neetings

(b) Adnministrative and financial inplications of the
actions of the Board

The Board will be informed during the session of the admnistrative ad
financial inplications of any proposals before it.

I n-sessi on docunentation, if required

ltem 10 O her busi ness

ltem 11 Adoption of the report

In accordance with Board decision 259(XXV), two versions of the report ae
prepared: (a) the report of the Board to the General Assenmbly, containing th
resol utions and decisions emanating fromthe session and any other material which
the Board decides to transmt to the Assenbly; and (b) the full account of th
proceedi ngs, which constitutes the official record of the Board s session.
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Annex |
ALLCOCATI ON OF | TEMS
PLENARY

El ection of officers

Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work of the session
Adoption of the report on credentials

Provi si onal agenda for the forty.fifth session of the Board

Segment for high-level participation: the inpact of the financia
crisis on trade. investnent and devel opnent: regional perspectives

Hi gh-1evel M d-Term Review
I nt erdependence and gl obal econonmic issues froma trade and
devel opnent perspective: the causes, mmnagenent and prevention

of financial crisis

Revi ew of technical cooperation activitiesof UNCTAD in accordance with
paragraph 96 of the Mdrand Partnership for Gowth and Devel opnent

Progressive devel opment of the |aw of international trade:
thirty-first annual report of the United Nations Conmi ssion
on International Trade Law

Revi ew of the cal endar of neetings
Admi ni strative and financial inplications of the actions of the Board

O her busi ness

Adopti on of the report

SESSI ONAL _COWM TTEE |

Revi ew of progress in the inplenentation of the Programme of Action

for the Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s:

(a) Trade and investnent in LDCs: opportunities and constraints in
the multilateral trading system

(b) Contribution of the Board to the consideration by the Genera
Assenbly, at its fifty-third session, of the date, duration and
venue of the Third United Nations Conference on LDCs and it
preparatory process

SESSI ONAL _COVM TTEE [ 1

UNCTAD s contribution to the inplenmentation of the United Nations
New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s: Prospects for
agriculture, trade and industrialization
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