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  Ministerial Declaration of the Group of 77 And China to the 
sixteenth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development 

Shaping the future: Driving economic transformation for equitable, inclusive and 

sustainable development 

We, the Ministers of the Member States of the Group of 77 and China, meeting in 

Geneva on the occasion of the sixteenth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD XVI), 

Expressing our appreciation and gratitude to the Government and people of 

Switzerland for hosting the ministerial meeting in Geneva, where, sixty-one years ago, the 

Group of 77 and China convened its first meeting, 

Reiterating our appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development for the continuous support extended to the Group 

since the inception of the Conference and looking forward to the further strengthening of 

this bond, 

Reaffirming the important role of UNCTAD as the focal point within the United 

Nations for the integrated treatment of trade and development and interrelated issues in the 

areas of finance, technology, investment and sustainable development, 

Further reaffirming the outcomes of previous UNCTAD ministerial meetings, while 

looking forward to the outcome of UNCTAD XVI, as well as the previous declarations of 

the Group of 77 and China, and the broader commitments of the international community, 

including, among others, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Global Digital 

Compact, the recently adopted Sevilla Commitment, the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change and as appropriate its Paris Agreement, the United Nations 

Declaration on the Right to Development, the Doha Programme of Action for the Least 

Developed Countries for the Decade 2022–2031, the Awaza Programme of Action for 

Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2024–2034 and the Antigua and Barbuda 

Agenda for Small Island Developing States, 

Reaffirming our unwavering commitment to act in accordance with international 

law, including the Charter of the United Nations and its purposes and principles, further 

reiterating our commitment to the central role of multilateralism in promoting international 

cooperation, and note with deep concern the current global crisis marked by ongoing 

conflicts, breach of international humanitarian law, and growing geopolitical tensions; 

noting with alarm the drastic reduction and freezing of funds for international cooperation, 

which further exacerbate the vulnerabilities of developing countries; and in this regard, 
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underscoring the relevance of initiatives undertaken in the framework of the 80th 

anniversary of the United Nations as an opportunity to renew solidarity and strengthen 

collective action, 

Noting with concern the onslaught of global crises, as well as persistent and 

emerging challenges, such as the fragmentation of the global economy, rising 

protectionism, geopolitical tensions, the adverse effects of climate change and the 

technological divide, which continue to place disproportionate pressure on developing 

countries and hinder the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, which remain 

far off track in their implementation, 

Noting also with concern that all protectionist measures, including tariff and non-

tariff barriers which are inconsistent with the rules, principles and spirit of the World Trade 

Organization, undermine the multilateral trading system and threaten free trade and 

sustainable development, 

Deploring the use of unilateral political, economic and financial measures of a 

coercive nature that are not in accordance with international law and the purposes and 

principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Therefore, in this regard: 

1. We reaffirm our commitment to ensuring that multilateralism is truly 

inclusive, democratic, and supportive of sustainable development, in a manner that enables 

developing countries to achieve prosperity and well-being for their people and planet, while 

placing peoples at the centre of all our actions. 

2. We reaffirm our commitment to multilateralism and its role in promoting 

sustainable development, especially in a global context of heightened geopolitical tensions, 

economic shocks, disruptions of supply chains, adverse effects of climate change, 

unjustified trade barriers, and other emerging global challenges. 

3. We reiterate that retreating from multilateral cooperation is not a viable path, 

as global challenges far exceed the capacity of any single State to respond to them. We 

must therefore remain strongly committed to multilateralism, to international and regional 

cooperation, and to global solidarity founded on mutual respect and collective action. We 

also reaffirm our unwavering commitment to international law, including the Charter of the 

United Nations. 

4. We recognize that sustainable development, in its three dimensions, is a 

central goal in itself, and that its achievement, leaving no one behind, remains a 

fundamental objective of multilateralism and international cooperation. We are committed 

to continuing to play an active role in global economic governance reform and to make 

sustainable development the core of the international economic and trade agenda. 

5. We underline and commend the importance and pivotal role of the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) as the focal point within the 

United Nations system for the integrated treatment of trade and development and of 

interrelated issues in the areas of finance, technology, investment and sustainable 

development, among others, in promoting multilateralism, and cooperation towards a more 

just, sustainable, and inclusive global economic system. 

6. We reaffirm our commitment to taking the urgent actions required to deliver 

a coordinated and comprehensive multilateral response to current development challenges. 

In this regard, we underscore the importance of the UNCTAD consensus-building pillar and 

express our determination to further strengthen its intergovernmental machinery, whose 

outcomes make a tangible and direct contribution to our peoples. 

7. We underscore that international trade is key driver to fostering inclusive 

economic growth, and sustainable development, as well as poverty eradication. In this 

context, we call for the strengthening of the rules-based, non-discriminatory, open, fair, 

inclusive, equitable, and transparent multilateral trading system, with the World Trade 

Organization at its core. We reaffirm that the provisions on special and differential 

treatment, as an integral part of the World Trade Organization and its agreements, should 

be precise, effective, and operational for developing countries and least developed 
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countries, with a view to further strengthening them. Furthermore, we reiterate that the 

World Trade Organization reform process needs to improve all its functions, including 

enhancing its negotiating function through an inclusive, member-driven, and transparent 

process, which includes the restoration of a fully, and well-functioning dispute settlement 

mechanism. 

8. We emphasize the importance of facilitating the accession of developing 

countries to the World Trade Organization, recognizing the contribution that their accession 

would make to the rapid and full integration of those countries into the multilateral trading 

system. We urge in this regard the acceleration of the accession process on a technical and 

legal basis and in an expeditious and transparent manner for developing countries that have 

applied for membership in the World Trade Organization, and reaffirm the importance of 

the Organization’s decision WT/L/508/Add.1 of 25 July 2012 on accession by the least 

developed countries. 

9. We deplore that protectionist measures and unilateral trade policies that are 

inconsistent with World Trade Organization rules are further exacerbating trade 

fragmentation, restricting market access for developing countries, and reducing the already 

limited policy space needed for industrial development. We therefore call for the urgent 

halting and reversal of such actions, which threaten or prevent the economic and social 

development of the countries subject to them. 

10. We reiterate that trade policy measures for environmental purposes, such as 

measures taken to combat climate change, including unilateral ones, should not constitute a 

means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction on international 

trade, as they negatively impact on our efforts towards sustainable development. Measures 

of this nature must comply with trade and environmental multilateral agreements. 

11. We acknowledge that, despite the efforts made by developing countries to 

attract investment, inflows have remained uneven over the past decades. We therefore call 

for global efforts to engage in transformative action to promote investments that contribute 

to the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals, support technology transfer, 

stimulate job creation and foster inclusive and sustainable growth and development, as well 

as the modernization of investment frameworks and agreements. 

12. We note with concern that global investment growth has slowed over the past 

decade, and therefore call for scaled-up investments in digital infrastructure, connectivity, 

resilience, education, skills training and capacity-building, to ensure that developing 

countries and the least developed countries can take full advantage of the opportunities 

offered by the digital economy. We recognize that international technical cooperation 

represents an essential mechanism for strengthening institutional and regulatory capacities 

in developing countries and the least developed countries, and for promoting the effective 

implementation of transformative actions that facilitate investment attraction, with a 

particular focus on achieving Sustainable Development Goals. 

13. We highlight the important role of regional integration mechanisms and 

ongoing initiatives in facilitating trade and investment, enhancing cooperation among 

developing countries, and offering opportunities to upgrade their participation in regional 

and global value chains, thereby complementing the role played by international 

organizations. 

14. We reiterate our support for the Sevilla Commitment as a framework that 

reflects our collective aspiration to scale up efforts in mobilizing financing for sustainable 

development, particularly for developing countries. We call for building upon Seville and 

reaffirm our collective will for launching an ambitious package of reforms and actions to 

close the financing gap with urgency and catalyse sustainable development investments at 

scale. The Group recalls the importance of taking concrete measures to enhance fiscal 

space, address the debt challenges faced by developing countries, and lower the cost of 

capital. We encourage developed countries to provide and mobilize additional, innovative, 

adequate, affordable, predictable and accessible financing, while recognizing the 

comparative advantages of both public and private finance. 
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15. We remain concerned about the widening gap between financing needs and 

available resources. In this regard, we reiterate the urgent need to reform the international 

financial architecture, including by strengthening the voice and representation of 

developing countries, so that it becomes fair, efficient, inclusive and development-

responsive, enabling long-term investment in sustainable development, as well as improved 

debt sustainability management in a comprehensive manner and effective restructuring 

processes. 

16. We call for restoring a path to debt sustainability and continue to work 

towards debt restructuring being timely, orderly, effective, fair, negotiated in good faith, 

predictable, and coordinated. We, also, stress the need to tackle external challenges to better 

mobilize domestic resources. In this regard, we appreciate UNCTAD research and analysis, 

particularly its proposed policy options. We call upon UNCTAD to contribute to the 

working group tasked by the Secretary-General of the United Nations with proposing a 

consolidated set of voluntary guiding principles on responsible sovereign borrowing and 

lending, and proposals for their implementation. We reaffirm our collective decision to 

initiate an intergovernmental process at the United Nations, with a view to making 

recommendations for closing gaps in the debt architecture and to exploring options to 

address debt sustainability. 

17. We underscore the centrality of North–South cooperation as the main channel 

for development assistance and urge developed countries to scale up and fulfil their 

commitments on official development assistance, including the long-standing target of 

allocating 0.7 per cent of gross national income as official development assistance, with 

0.15–0.20 per cent specifically for the least developed countries. We also reaffirm the 

importance of South–South cooperation, as well as triangular cooperation, as 

complementary to, and not a substitute for, North–South cooperation in mobilizing 

resources, knowledge and partnerships to achieve our shared development goals. 

18. We underscore that digital transformation represents a key opportunity for 

developing countries to modernize industries, overcome structural development constraints, 

foster innovation, enhance governance, improve public service delivery, reduce inequalities 

and increase efficiency. However, digital and data divides, as well as unequal access to 

advanced technologies, remain persistent barriers to the attainment of these objectives. We 

therefore stress the need to enhance the participation of developing countries in the digital 

economy and to ensure their equal role in shaping global digital governance. 

19. We urge the provision of the necessary conditions to provide developing 

countries with affordable and reliable digital connectivity, including through increased 

investment in digital public infrastructure. We further emphasize the importance of 

ensuring the ethical, equitable and inclusive development, access, and use of artificial 

intelligence. 

20. We reiterate that science, technology and innovation development and 

technology transfer are core priorities for developing countries in implementing the 

Sustainable Development Goals. We emphasize the need to accelerate the transfer of 

technology on favourable terms, and call upon the international community to foster an 

open, fair, inclusive and non-discriminatory environment for scientific, technological and 

innovative development. 

21. We reaffirm our determination to break away from commodity dependence 

by adding value to our commodities and strengthening our national productive capacities, 

with a view to achieving structural transformation and economic diversification. We 

reiterate that developing countries, including African countries, the least developed 

countries, landlocked developing countries, small island developing States and middle-

income countries, with limited productive capacities and trade infrastructure, continue to 

face challenges in integrating into regional and global value chains. 

22. We remain concerned about the persistent vulnerabilities faced by developing 

countries due to commodity dependence, which hinders economic resilience, weakens 

fiscal stability, delays structural transformation, and exposes them to price volatility and 

external shocks. We underscore the critical importance of industrialization as a key driver 

of growth, diversification, and value addition. We call for coherent policy actions at all 
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levels to support developing countries in adding value along their supply chains as a 

pathway to structural transformation, decent job creation, higher export revenues and 

meaningful participation in global economic development. 

23. We recognize the increasing share of the creative economy in global trade, 

and its role in generating income, supporting the acceleration of socioeconomic 

development, and promoting economic diversification and innovation. In this regard, we 

recognize the work of UNCTAD, and we reaffirm the importance of creating an enabling 

environment for the promotion of the creative economy. 

24. We call on developed countries to fulfil their commitments to reduce 

emissions and to scale up the means of implementation for developing countries through 

finance, capacity-building, and technology transfer to achieve climate justice, in accordance 

with the principles of equity and of common but differentiated responsibilities and 

respective capabilities in the light of national circumstances. We also urge developed 

countries to effectively operationalize their commitments on climate finance and on loss 

and damage, including through the Loss and Damage Fund to support developing countries, 

especially those that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change and 

have significant capacity constraints, in mitigating and adapting to the impacts of climate 

change. 

25. We strongly support coordinated global efforts to accelerate the energy 

transition in a just, equitable, orderly and sustainable manner; to maintain stable industrial 

and supply chains for renewable energy; and to enhance the accessibility, innovation and 

dissemination of environmentally sound technologies. 

26. We deplore the ongoing military operations of Israel and continual de-

development of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, exacerbating the dire humanitarian 

crisis, severe socioeconomic conditions and challenges, including widespread poverty and 

unemployment and health, water, sanitation and energy crises facing the civilian 

population, we further express deep concern about the further decline of the social and 

economic conditions of the Palestinian people throughout the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory, including East Jerusalem, as a result of illegal Israeli practices. We call upon the 

urgent need for a widespread access to humanitarian aid and efforts to bring sustained 

peace to the region. 

27. We reject the imposition of unilateral laws and regulations with 

extraterritorial impact and other forms of coercive economic measures, including unilateral 

sanctions, against developing countries. We reiterate the urgent need for these measures to 

be addressed and eliminated immediately. We emphasize that such actions not only 

undermine the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and in international 

law, but also severely threaten the freedom of trade and investment. We therefore call upon 

the international community to adopt urgent and effective measures to end the use of 

unilateral coercive economic measures against developing countries. In this regard, we also 

call upon UNCTAD to step up its efforts in assessing the impact of unilateral coercive 

measures on trade and development. 

28. We commit to continue paying special attention to countries facing structural 

vulnerabilities, such as the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, 

small island developing States, African countries, and those in conflict or post-conflict 

situations, while also addressing the specific challenges faced by middle-income countries 

by fostering resilience and supporting capacity-building and technical assistance 

programmes. 

29. We note with concern the slow pace of graduation from the least developed 

countries category and emphasize the need for sustained and enhanced international support 

and efforts for ensuring that more least developed countries meet the graduation criteria and 

the graduation becomes sustainable, irreversible, and momentum driven, in line with the 

Doha Programme of Action for the for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 

2022–2031. 

30. We recognize the special development needs and challenges of landlocked 

developing countries, arising from their landlockedness, remoteness from world markets, 
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and geographical constraints for export earnings, private capital inflow, and domestic 

resource mobilization for landlocked developing countries and therefore adversely affect 

their overall sustainable development. We express concern that their efforts towards 

sustainable development are affected by the frequent falling of commodity prices and that 

landlocked developing countries are highly exposed to climate change and 

disproportionately affected by its adverse impacts and furthermore note that the adverse 

global economic conditions, including stalled growth, surging inflation, excessive volatility 

of energy and food prices, supply chain disruptions and elevated shipping and trade costs 

are at risk of further marginalization from global trade and global value chains. 

31. We reaffirm the special circumstances of small island developing States and 

recognize that small island developing States remain a “special case” for sustainable 

development in view of their unique and particular vulnerabilities, including their small 

size, remoteness, narrow resource and export base, external economic shocks and exposure 

to global environmental challenges. In this context, we call for enhanced global 

partnerships for development, the adequate provision and mobilization of all means of 

implementation and continued international support to small island developing States to 

fully implement the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing States. 

32. We welcome the ongoing efforts to fully operationalize the African 

Continental Free Trade Area and the commencement of actual trading under the Agreement 

aimed at doubling intra-African trade to strengthen Africa’s resilience, and achievement of 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

33. We support the objective of enhancing the cost-efficiency and effectiveness 

of the United Nations, which, however, should not come at the expense of development 

priorities, institutional expertise and, more importantly, the equitable geographical 

representation of all Member States. 

34. We reaffirm our commitment to contributing to the formulation of the 

successor framework to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through the 

UNCTAD consensus-building pillar and its intergovernmental machinery, with the view to 

advancing the global development agenda and accelerating the implementation of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

35. We welcome the outcome of UNCTAD XVI and its role in strengthening 

multilateralism and deepening international cooperation in trade and development and 

interrelated issues in the areas of finance, technology, investment and sustainable 

development, among others. 

36. We reaffirm our commitment to unity, solidarity, complementarity and 

cooperation within the Group of 77 and China, and we will institutionalize these principles 

through coordinated actions, positions, and initiatives delivered efficiently, effectively, and 

with full transparency and accountability towards promoting the collective interests and 

fulfilling the needs of developing countries. 

    


