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 I. Introduction 

1. In 2015, African Heads of State and Government adopted Agenda 2063: The Africa 

We Want, with the following aspirations: a prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth 

and sustainable development; an integrated continent, politically united and based on the 

ideals of Pan-Africanism and the vision of Africa’s renaissance; an Africa whose 

development is people-driven, relying on the potential of African people, especially its 

women and youth, and caring for children; and Africa as a strong, united, resilient and 

influential global player and partner. UNCTAD is mandated to support countries in Africa 

in the achievement of Agenda 2063.1 This report covers the key activities undertaken by 

UNCTAD in support of sustainable development in Africa in May 2024–April 2025. 

 II. Key activities 

 A. Inclusive growth and sustainable development 

2. In the reporting period, UNCTAD leveraged its research and analysis and technical 

cooperation capacities to support inclusive growth and sustainable development in 

countries in Africa. 

3. Economic Development in Africa Report 2024: Unlocking Africa’s Trade 

Potential – Boosting Regional Markets and Reducing Risks. UNCTAD, in the report, 

analysed how economies in Africa could strengthen resilience to trade risks caused by 

interconnected shocks at the political, economic, energy-related, technological and climate-

related fronts, noting the need for stronger intra-African trade, strategic investments in 

transport and technology infrastructure, bolder economic reforms and better use of 

innovative financial tools. An analysis of the continent’s vulnerabilities in six key areas 

(economy, governance, connectivity, social, energy and climate) underscored the urgent 

need to diversify economies, integrate high-value supply chains and improve business 

conditions, particularly for smaller firms. The report was launched in Abidjan, Côte 

d’Ivoire, with the Minister of Commerce, Industry and Promotion of Small and Medium-

Sized Enterprises (SMEs), followed by a high-level dialogue with the Prime Minister of 

Côte d’Ivoire (February 2025). 

4. The Least Developed Countries Report 2024: Leveraging Carbon Markets for the 

Development of the Least Developed Countries. UNCTAD, in the report, examined how 

carbon markets could bridge gaps between economic growth and climate action in the least 

developed countries and mobilize capital for sustainable development. Carbon markets 

offered promise but were not a substitute for official development assistance or climate 

finance, yet might serve as one of many tools to support green structural transformations 

and global emissions goals in the least developed countries (three quarters of which are in 

Africa). UNCTAD encouraged the least developed countries to establish a proactive and 

independent policy framework for carbon markets and recommended that development 

partners support the building of capabilities to integrate policies for carbon markets into 

broader policies aimed at the structural transformation of domestic economies; and apply 

the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities to multilateral rules for carbon 

markets. 

5. Trade, poverty and inequality. As part of work on supporting vulnerable countries 

in strengthening policies to combat poverty and inequality and to achieve inclusive growth, 

UNCTAD issued two analytical reports on combating poverty and inequality in Burkina 

Faso and in the United Republic of Tanzania, providing an overview of recent trends and an 

analysis of policies with an impact on domestic poverty and inequality, as well as relevant 

recommendations. The reports benefited from comments and discussions during seminars 

co-hosted by the permanent missions of Burkina Faso and the United Republic of Tanzania, 

bringing together officials from different ministries and representatives of academia and 

civil society (January and April 2024). UNCTAD and the permanent mission of Chad 
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co-organized a seminar on policies and initiatives to reduce poverty and inequality in Chad, 

with exchanges of views among representatives of the Government, civil society and the 

private sector and UNCTAD experts (February 2025). 

6. Expert group meeting on poverty reduction. As part of preparations for the 

High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, UNCTAD, with the Department 

of Economic and Social Affairs and the World Bank, co-organized an export group meeting 

on Sustainable Development Goal 1 under a side event as part of the them “Reinforcing the 

2030 Agenda and eradicating poverty in times of multiple crises: The effective delivery of 

sustainable, resilient and innovative solutions”, bringing together over 50 experts in the 

field from international organizations, civil society and academia (May 2024). 

The UNCTAD session focused on the importance of trade and finance in poverty reduction 

and how to strengthen the linkages between trade and poverty reduction and make growth 

and development more inclusive, as well as how to mobilize adequate and affordable 

financing for sustainable development. 

7. Support for development policymaking in the Comoros. UNCTAD organized a 

national workshop to validate the vulnerability profile of the Comoros and a study of the 

impact of the African Continental Free Trade Area on the prospects for structural 

transformation in the Comoros; the workshop developed a road map to address the main 

vulnerabilities and steer the country towards graduation with momentum from the least 

developed country category (October 2024). UNCTAD will assist the Comoros in the 

implementation of the road map in 2025. 

8. National productive capacity gap assessments. In the reporting period, UNCTAD 

completed assessments in three countries, 2  determining gaps in national productive 

capacities and providing policy recommendations, to advance structural transformation and 

sustainable development. Holistic productive capacities development programmes were 

completed for five countries;3 three have been validated by the respective Governments. 

These comprehensive multi-annual programmes build on assessments of the productive 

capacities of countries and aim to relieve binding constraints to development and tap 

comparative advantages. UNCTAD developed draft road maps for programme 

implementation for six countries 4  and project proposals for the agriculture and 

diversification pillar of the programme for Ethiopia. Four productive capacities capacity-

building workshops were organized in Mozambique and Zimbabwe, two for policymakers 

and two for expert statisticians. Based on feedback received, the training substantially 

improved participants’ expertise in using the UNCTAD productive capacities index in 

addressing development challenges. 

9. European Union–UNCTAD joint programme of support for Angola: Train for 

Trade II. After the completion of activities in 2023, UNCTAD contributed to an 

independent evaluation and presented a final report (June 2024). In the implementation 

period, the programme built the capacities of 3,301 Angolans (34 per cent women) and 

improved the coordination and implementation of policies to support diversification and 

structural transformation. In the same period, according to UNCTAD data, the non-oil 

exports of Angola increased by 6.7 per cent in real terms and, in 2016–2023, the share of 

non-oil exports in total exports increased from 7.9 to 9.7 per cent. 

10. Promoting value addition in commodities. UNCTAD supports commodity-

dependent countries in strengthening value addition, to better harness resources for 

development; in 2024, the fifteenth session of the Multi-Year Expert Meeting on 

Commodities and Development brought together experts from Africa from Governments 

and the public and private sectors, who shared insights and best practices on value addition 

in countries and regions. In relation to work on critical energy transition minerals, 

UNCTAD participated in two events organized in Africa, namely, the Expert Group 

Meeting on Africa’s Critical Minerals in the Context of Trade Policy and the second 

meeting of the United Nations Secretary-General’s Panel on Critical Energy Transition 

  

 2 Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe. 

 3 Angola, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, Zimbabwe. 
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Minerals. UNCTAD will implement a one-year project, titled “Rapid assessment of value 

addition and diversification capacity in Southern Africa”, aimed at providing the 

Governments of three countries5 with comprehensive information and analysis of potential 

new goods and services for economic diversification within and adjacent to the critical 

energy transition minerals value chain; and examining the policy instruments required to 

promote such diversification and support the development of national strategies for 

leveraging such minerals for inclusive and sustainable growth through diversification, while 

taking into account social and environmental impacts. 

11. Competition and consumer protection. UNCTAD has supported Portuguese-

speaking countries in Africa with regard to competition and consumer protection policies 

since 2019, with funding from Portugal, strengthening law enforcement and consumer 

protection mechanisms. The project connects experts from competition authorities, 

regulators and academics, includes participation at UNCTAD seminars and working groups 

and fosters bilateral cooperation among Angola, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Mozambique and 

Portugal, as well as regional collaboration with the Common Market for Eastern and 

Southern Africa (COMESA), the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) 

and the Federal Trade Commission of the United States of America. Capacity-building 

activities included a seminar co-organized with the Federal Trade Commission in Cabo 

Verde (July 2024), focused on consumer protection and electronic commerce 

(e-commerce), with 50 participants (55 per cent women); a webinar on the United Nations 

guidelines for consumer protection and fundamental principles related to consumer rights to 

information, health and safety and sustainability (December 2024); and a webinar on 

competition law enforcement (December 2024). Ongoing support includes competition 

advocacy in Cabo Verde, legal reviews in Guinea-Bissau and technical assistance in 

Mozambique on drafting a competition leniency regime. A voluntary peer review of 

competition law and policy in Egypt was conducted in July 2024 and UNCTAD and the 

Competition Authority of Egypt disseminated the recommendations to relevant 

stakeholders in Cairo in December. In addition, the Consumer Protection Agency of Egypt 

joined the UNCTAD world consumer protection map and requested capacity-building and 

training to facilitate the development of operational competences. A voluntary peer review 

of consumer protection law and policy in Angola was conducted in 2025. 

12. Investment promotion and facilitation. Since 2024, UNCTAD, in collaboration 

with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, has been implementing a United 

Nations Development Account project to strengthen the capacity of five countries in Africa6 

to promote and facilitate investments that contribute to the energy transition, aimed at 

enhancing the capacity of investment promotion agencies to design energy transition 

investment strategies and assist stakeholders in identifying and promoting sustainable 

energy-related investment opportunities. In 2024, UNCTAD organized stakeholder 

consultations in the beneficiary countries. In Seychelles, UNCTAD initiated the 

development of an investment guide, with a focus on energy, and a case study on a floating 

photovoltaic plant, expected to serve as a reference for other small island developing States. 

In 2025, draft strategy papers, including action plans for agencies, are undergoing peer 

review and consultations with beneficiaries; and national training workshops on structuring 

bankable energy transition projects for presentation to potential partners and investors are 

being prepared. In 2024, UNCTAD, in collaboration with the Global Alliance of Special 

Economic Zones, issued a report on the sustainable practices of such zones, surveying six 

countries.7 

13. Investment in health. UNCTAD focused activities on promoting investment in 

local and regional pharmaceutical production in Africa, including the following three 

reports: Building the Case for Investment in Local Pharmaceutical Production in Africa: 

A Comprehensive Framework for Investment Policymakers, underscoring the importance of 

local pharmaceutical production for access to medicines, strategic health security and 

economic development and outlining related opportunities and challenges; Attracting 

  

 5 Democratic Republic of the Congo, Namibia, Zambia. 

 6 Ethiopia, Malawi, Namibia, Seychelles, United Republic of Tanzania. 

 7 Angola, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Kenya, Morocco, South Africa. 
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Pharmaceutical Manufacturing to Africa’s Special Economic Zones, showing that under the 

right conditions, such zones can help improve the business case for local pharmaceutical 

production; and “Addressing the pain points for vaccine manufacturing investments in 

Africa”, analysing lessons learned from recent initiatives on boosting vaccine 

manufacturing on the continent. 

14. Entrepreneurship. UNCTAD provides capacity-building in the promotion of 

microenterprises and SMEs and startups through the Empretec programme. 

Entrepreneurship training services conducted by 11 Empretec centres 8  benefited about 

5,000 entrepreneurs (49.4 per cent women) up to December 2024. At the eleventh session 

of the Multi-year Expert Meeting on Investment, Innovation and Entrepreneurship for 

Productive Capacity-building and Sustainable Development (September–October 2024), 

panellists from four countries 9  highlighted the importance of creating an enabling 

environment for businesses and described national initiatives and challenges. UNCTAD 

organized an online event on leveraging the power and resilience of microenterprises and 

SMEs to accelerate sustainable development and eradicate poverty in times of multiple 

crises; speakers from four countries10 discussed topics such as digitalizing and reskilling 

microenterprises and SMEs, women in logistics and innovative financing (Microenterprises 

and SMEs Day, June 2024). 

15. Accounting and reporting. UNCTAD continues to advance sustainability reporting 

practices in Africa through capacity-building workshops, technical assistance and support 

for regional partnerships. UNCTAD supported the African Regional Partnership Workshop 

on Sustainability Reporting in Yaoundé, in collaboration with the International Federation 

of Accountants, the International Sustainability Standards Board and the Pan African 

Federation of Accountants, bringing together over 70 key stakeholders, to accelerate the 

adoption of international sustainability standards and strengthen sustainability disclosures 

across Africa (September 2024). In Cameroon and Nigeria, UNCTAD conducted 

assessments using the Accounting Development Tool, which assesses regulatory 

frameworks, institutional capacities and adherence to international financial and 

sustainability reporting standards, and can serve as a road map in strengthening national 

reporting ecosystems and advancing sustainability reporting practices. UNCTAD, in 

collaboration with the Financial Reporting Council of Nigeria, delivered a train-the-trainer 

session on accounting for microenterprises and SMEs in Lagos, equipping professionals 

with the necessary skills to support such enterprises in adopting best accounting practices, 

leveraging simplified e-accounting tools and improving financial transparency (December 

2024); by scaling this initiative, the Council can foster greater financial discipline among 

microenterprises and SMEs, ensuring they meet regulatory requirements while enhancing 

access to finance and investment opportunities. 

16. Business facilitation. UNCTAD digital government platforms for business and 

investment facilitation help Governments simplify and automate administrative procedures. 

In the reporting period, 11 countries were beneficiaries.11 

17. Production transformation policy reviews. In the reporting period, UNCTAD 

made analytical contributions to Production Transformation Policy Review of Togo, issued 

by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, aimed at identifying 

options and actionable policy responses to promote structural transformation, based on a 

comparative assessment of country assets, potential for upgrading and priorities. 

18. Debt Management and Financial Analysis System (DMFAS). The programme 

continued to support countries in Africa in public debt management; the software is 

installed in 24 countries in Africa, to enhance debt data collection, validation and reporting, 

thereby assisting with debt sustainability analysis and medium-term debt strategies, as well 

as helping several countries connect to integrated financial management systems in order to 

improve cash management and ensure timely information on debt flows. The programme 

  

 8 Benin, Botswana, Ethiopia, Gambia, Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, South 

Africa, Uganda. 

 9 Angola, Gambia, Kenya, South Africa. 

 10 Botswana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa. 

 11 Angola, Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, Gambia, Kenya, Lesotho, Mali, Nigeria, Togo, Zimbabwe. 
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continued to provide capacity-building and support services, including the following: 

Côte d’Ivoire and Mauritania, joint training on database administration, to ensure proper 

maintenance and data security; Djibouti, assistance in improving the quality of debt data 

dissemination according to accepted international conventions and guidelines; Equatorial 

Guinea and the Niger (a new DMFAS country), assistance related to procedures manuals, 

which help countries organize functions and tasks, to enhance efficiency in debt 

management; Gabon, training in improving the recording of debt securities; Guinea, 

capacity-building in debt portfolio analysis and on producing debt indicators; Mauritania, 

support in ensuring debt data validation; and the Niger, support in database constitution. 

Technical requests and queries from countries12 were resolved by the helpdesk under the 

framework of maintenance agreements with UNCTAD. The next version of the software, 

DMFAS 7, will be launched in 2025, initially in Zambia. 

19. E-trade readiness assessments. UNCTAD supports countries in Africa by 

providing policy advice, to foster an enabling environment and build inclusive e-commerce 

ecosystems. Of the 41 completed or ongoing assessments, 22 are for countries in Africa, 

including two regional assessments for the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS) and WAEMU. In the reporting period, in Algeria, with financial support from 

the German Society for International Cooperation (GIZ), a draft assessment was presented 

for stakeholder comments (June 2024) and a final assessment was presented at a national 

validation workshop in March 2025. In Zimbabwe, with financial support from the 

Republic of Korea, the final assessment was validated in Bulawayo and Harare (November 

2024). National launches for each will be organized in 2025. 

20. National and regional e-commerce strategies and action plans. UNCTAD 

continued to engage with several countries in Africa in developing national e-commerce 

strategies. In Côte d’Ivoire, the e-commerce strategy, developed under the guidance of the 

Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Promotion of SMEs, with financial support from the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands, was validated in June 2024; the Government has developed 

an implementation plan and discussions with donors on implementation support are 

ongoing. In Ghana, UNCTAD presented a draft e-commerce strategy (November 2024), 

developed in collaboration with the Ministry of Trade, Agribusiness and Industry as part of 

the window on digital transformation of the Joint Sustainable Development Goals Fund, a 

collaborative effort involving other United Nations entities; and consultations with the 

Government will be conducted in 2025. In Malawi, UNCTAD developed an e-trade action 

plan, with financial support from the Kingdom of the Netherlands, to be launched in 

Lilongwe in 2025. In Mauritania, following up on recommendations in the e-trade readiness 

assessment, UNCTAD began to provide support in the development of a national 

e-commerce strategy, in collaboration with the Ministry of Digital Transformation, 

Innovation and Modernization of the Administration, with financial support from GIZ. 

UNCTAD continued to provide support in the implementation of recommendations in 

assessments and strategies through the implementation support mechanism and developed a 

web-based e-trade reform tracker, to support the effective implementation of e-trade 

readiness assessments and e-commerce strategies. A capacity-building workshop was held 

on the margins of the seventh session of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts on 

E-Commerce and the Digital Economy; representatives from Africa from 14 countries13 and 

five regional communities 14  participated in focused discussions on building e-trade 

readiness and the e-trade reform tracker (May 2024). In-person participation by African 

participants was made possible by support from the African Export-Import Bank. 

UNCTAD provided a demonstration and received official requests for assistance on the 

deployment of assessments from, among others, Kenya and Mauritania. 

21. Digital Economy Report: Shaping an Environmentally Sustainable and Inclusive 

Digital Future. UNCTAD, in the report, emphasized the need for sustainable strategies 

throughout the life cycle of digitalization, focusing on the increasing environmental impacts 

  

 12 For example, Angola, Ethiopia and Zambia. 

 13 Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Egypt, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Togo, Tunisia, 

Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

 14 East African Community (EAC), ECOWAS, Intergovernmental Authority on Development, Southern 

African Customs Union, Southern African Development Community. 
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from raw mineral extraction, device production, energy consumption and waste generation. 

With regard to Africa, UNCTAD underscored the potential of mineral-rich countries to 

drive economic diversification and development through integrating into the digitalization 

value chain, yet noted structural challenges such as the export of low value-added resources 

while continuing to rely on high value-added imports, fostering economic dependency; and 

that many countries in Africa faced increasing digital waste issues and climate 

vulnerabilities, further compromising sustainability and the ability to leverage digital 

technologies for mitigation and adaptation. The report was launched at a joint event with 

the Economic Commission for Africa in Addis Ababa (September 2024), followed by a 

panel discussion with over 180 participants (36 per cent women). 

22. Science, technology and innovation. In the reporting period, UNCTAD issued a 

biogas technology assessment for Zambia, based on a new methodology, showing that the 

adoption of small-scale biogas could bring significant economic, social and environmental 

benefits, while presenting few downside risks, and could therefore be scaled up. As part of 

the project “Science, technology and innovation parks for sustainable development: 

Building expertise in policy and practice in selected Asian and African countries”, financed 

through the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Sub-Fund, UNCTAD issued 

assessments of the development of parks in Ghana and Mozambique, underscoring, for 

Ghana, the role of the country as a regional leader in science, technology and innovation 

and identifying systemic challenges that constrained the effectiveness and expansion of 

parks, including delays in policy implementation, limited public awareness and insufficient 

funding; and, for Mozambique, the growth potential of the park ecosystem, as well as 

barriers such as inadequate infrastructure, funding constraints and weak stakeholder 

coordination. Countries in Africa15 continued to benefit from the Crop Watch Innovative 

Cooperation Programme, implemented in the context of the Commission on Science and 

Technology for Development. The programme uses satellite data to monitor crop 

conditions, integrated with other climate-related data on droughts, pests and diseases, for 

better farm management, and allows developing country access to the system and provides 

relevant training. 

23. Statistics on the digital economy. In 2024, UNCTAD and the International 

Monetary Fund co-organized two regional training and capacity-building workshops in 

Mauritius and the United Republic of Tanzania, to help improve the availability of official 

statistics on the digital economy and digital trade in developing countries, with 

51 participants (19 women) from 22 countries in Africa. 

 B. Regional integration 

24. UNCTAD supports countries in Africa in the implementation of the African 

Continental Free Trade Area and in harnessing regional integration for sustainable 

development. In the reporting period, UNCTAD also supported subregional integration 

efforts on the continent. 

25. Supporting national African Continental Free Trade Area implementation 

strategies. In collaboration with the Economic Commission for Africa and GIZ, UNCTAD 

provided advisory support in Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Malawi on national implementation 

strategies for the African Continental Free Trade Area, including on unlocking export 

potential, with sectoral considerations of the participation of women and youth; and on 

engaging in policy dialogues with the private sector, civil society and other stakeholders, to 

better understand the challenges and opportunities related to export diversification, 

industrialization policies, domestic resource mobilization and building of productive 

capacities. 

26. Integrating SMEs into regional value chains. UNCTAD, in collaboration with 

national stakeholders and United Nations entities, is implementing a project under the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Sub-Fund on increasing the role of SMEs in the 

manufacturing and supply of value added goods and services by building knowledge and 

  

 15 Including Ghana, Malawi, Nigeria and Zambia. 
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capacity in six countries16 on adopting policy incentives and innovative instruments. In the 

reporting period, national consultations were held in four countries,17 to present the project 

and engage stakeholders in ongoing policies for increased participation by SMEs in 

regional value chains. The consultations fed into the preparation of country impact 

assessments, addressing challenges faced by SMEs in the value chains of leading products 

and/or sectors, identifying national and cross-border barriers to value chain integration and 

optimizing market structures to promote the export of competitive goods and services to 

African markets. The country impact assessment for Cabo Verde was validated during a 

national workshop in Praia (December 2024) and similar workshops were held in the 

Central African Republic and Togo (March and May 2025). Preliminary work on the 

projects in Benin and Burundi are being conducted. The project initiated the development 

of a mobile application for cross-border trade and SME market access and a spreadsheet-

based trade analysis tool for identifying niche markets for exports and value chain and 

diversification opportunities. 

27. Mapping digital technologies and innovative financing solutions for SME 

integration into regional value chains. As part of research collaboration with the United 

Nations Capital Development Fund, UNCTAD promotes the microenterprise- and 

SME-focused policy design and implementation of the African Continental Free Trade 

Area in four countries,18 including in identifying market niche opportunities and harnessing 

digital technology and financial innovation, for integration into regional value chains. In 

Ethiopia, drawing on analyses in editions of Economic Development in Africa Report, 

UNCTAD conducted a survey to identify capacity-building needs related to digital 

technology and financial innovation and identified potential opportunities for such 

enterprises to take part in regional services trade. 

28. Non-tariff measures regulatory transparency initiative. UNCTAD issued a study 

on non-tariff measures and regulatory integration in the African Continental Free Trade 

Area, showing that addressing non-tariff measures could generate annual economic benefits 

of $7.1 billion. Average trade cost increases due to non-tariff measures are estimated at 

13 per cent in agrifood sectors and 5 per cent in manufacturing. Microenterprises and 

SMEs, women and youth entrepreneurs and persons with disabilities are disproportionately 

affected. The African Continental Free Trade Area Agreement mandates regulatory 

transparency in areas such as customs cooperation, mutual administrative assistance, 

sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade and trade facilitation. As the 

lead organization for collecting data on non-tariff measures, UNCTAD collaborates with 

the African Continental Free Trade Area secretariat on implementing the required 

transparency measures and working towards the elimination of unnecessary barriers. Data 

collection was completed in four countries in 2024 and is planned to be completed in three 

countries in 2025; the total number of countries in which data has been collected will then 

reach 30. 

29. Eliminating non-tariff barriers in the African Continental Free Trade Area. 

UNCTAD, in partnership with African Continental Free Trade Area member States, 

developed an online mechanism for reporting, monitoring and eliminating non-tariff 

barriers, launched by African Heads of State in 2019, allowing the private sector, 

particularly microenterprises, SMEs, informal traders and women and youth entrepreneurs, 

to report obstacles encountered in intra-African trade, which are then addressed by national 

focal points trained by UNCTAD. With mediation support from UNCTAD, the mechanism 

has helped eliminate several non-tariff barriers. In 2024, the number of registered users of 

the mechanism increased by 41 per cent, from 931 to 1,408; with 477 new users, 2024 was 

the year with the most registrations since the launch of the mechanism. To improve the user 

experience and enhance the level of reporting, UNCTAD supported the African Continental 

Free Trade Area secretariat in the development of an application, allowing users to report 

barriers using mobile telephones and enabling faster support from the secretariat, launched 

at the Biashara Afrika Forum in Kigali (October 2024). To support implementation, 

  

 16 Benin, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Central African Republic, Togo, Uganda. 

 17 Cabo Verde, Central African Republic, Togo, Uganda. 

 18 Ethiopia, Malawi, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania. 
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UNCTAD seconded an expert to the secretariat to support the Non-Tariff Barriers 

Coordination Unit, help build the capacity of national focal points and help implement 

awareness-raising campaigns. 

30. International investment agreements. UNCTAD, as a member of the task force 

working with the African Continental Free Trade Area secretariat on the Investment 

Protocol and annex on investor-State dispute settlement, provides technical assistance and 

backstopping. The African Union has adopted the Investment Protocol; negotiations on the 

annex are ongoing. UNCTAD worked with the COMESA secretariat on aligning the 

COMESA Investment Agreement with the Investment Protocol, as well as best practices 

identified since the last revision in 2017 (May–October 2024). At a workshop in Cairo, 

delegates discussed the proposed revisions and developed a road map for adoption and 

UNCTAD presented a report on bilateral investment treaties concluded by COMESA 

member States. UNCTAD held a capacity-building workshop for officials from member 

States of the D-8 Organization for Economic Cooperation, including Egypt and Nigeria, in 

partnership with the Organization, on key issues in international investment agreements and 

sustainable development implications (May 2024). 

31. Trade facilitation. UNCTAD is supporting the African Continental Free Trade 

Area secretariat and several regional organizations in implementing and managing trade 

facilitation reforms. As part of a project on reducing non-tariff barriers, increasing 

regulatory transparency and promoting industrial diversification in the African Continental 

Free Trade Area, financed by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development of Germany, UNCTAD supports trade and transit flows along key trade 

corridors, including by preparing a road map on developing and implementing a national 

border agency cooperation strategy. With funding from the African Development Bank, 

UNCTAD is implementing a capacity-building project for connectivity and trade 

facilitation among EAC trade portals; existing trade facilitation reform trackers will be 

updated in three countries,19 new trackers will be set up in the other EAC member countries 

and a regional tracker will be set up, to strengthen regional trade facilitation reforms, along 

with a regional training platform, to upgrade the capacities of the national trade facilitation 

committees of EAC member countries. Trade information portals will be enhanced with 

new functionalities and UNCTAD is implementing an online empowerment programme for 

national trade facilitation committees in ECOWAS, with funding from the World Bank. 

 C. People-driven development, with an emphasis on women and youth 

32. In the reporting period, UNCTAD implemented a series of activities aimed at 

supporting people-driven development in Africa, with a focus on gender-related issues. 

33. Online course on trade and gender. UNCTAD delivered an online course on trade 

and gender, with a focus on non-tariff measures, aimed at equipping policymakers, 

academics and civil society representatives with analytical tools to analyse the two-way 

relationship between trade and gender and formulate gender-aware policy, research and 

advocacy (June–July 2024). The course benefited 170 stakeholders (58 per cent from 

26 countries in Africa); 87 per cent of participants indicated that the course had been 

“extremely or very successful” in enhancing understanding of the two-way relationship, 

with regard to non-tariff measures. 

34. Supporting women, youth and persons living with disabilities as entrepreneurs. 

Several Empretec centres in Africa provide training and support to women, youth and 

persons living with disabilities, to develop entrepreneurial skills. In the Gambia, the 

Empretec centre, with funding from the African Development Bank, is providing training 

workshops targeted at women and youth in sectors such as information and 

communications technology, creative arts and agriculture, enhancing productivity and 

supporting rural economic growth. In Ghana, the Empretec centre trained over 

8,700 women and youth as part of the Ghana Jobs and Skills Project. Workshops focused 

on entrepreneurship skills development, financial literacy and business management, 

  

 19 Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda. 
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complemented by mentorship and grants to 600 participants. In South Africa, Empretec, 

hosted by the Small Enterprise Development and Finance Agency, is collaborating with a 

local municipality to empower entrepreneurs with disabilities, providing tailored training to 

advance businesses. A post-training webinar reported improvements in business 

performance and job creation, showcasing the positive impact of the training. In Zimbabwe, 

the Empretec centre provided empowerment training workshops for groups of persons with 

disabilities, in Bulawayo and Harare. As part of technical assistance to the Ministry of 

Finance, Planning and Economic Development of Uganda, two workshops were held in 

Kampala in collaboration with the Empretec centre (December 2024; January 2025). 

The UNCTAD youth action hubs, spanning 14 countries in Africa, support a range of 

Goals-related projects and focus on community-building and educational initiatives, 

empowering young entrepreneurs and changemakers to address local challenges. 

35. E-trade for women. Since its launch in 2019, the initiative has supported over 

100 women digital entrepreneurs through six masterclasses in Africa. Regional networks 

have been created that connect women digital entrepreneurs, to encourage networking, 

peer-learning and business opportunities. Among the 400 women entrepreneurs that are 

members of the global community, 160 are from 25 countries in Africa and are organized 

into two chapters, for anglophones and francophones, to reinforce connections. Members 

also benefit from the e-trade for women platform, an online hub dedicated to strengthening 

skills; the francophone Africa chapter piloted a self-paced course on access to finance 

(July 2024), complemented by two live sessions (September and October 2024) that helped 

entrepreneurs explore funding options and receive personalized guidance. A 10-day 

workshop titled “Empowering women entrepreneurs from the global South in e-commerce 

and digital businesses” was organized in collaboration with the Ministry of Commerce of 

China and the Academy for International Business Officials (November 2024); 

11 entrepreneurs from five countries20 took part in leadership talks, peer exchanges and site 

visits to leading digital enterprises, and participated in the seventh China International 

Import Expo, expanding their networks and gaining insights into the digital economy in 

China. The e-trade for women initiative launched a joint study with ESCP [École 

Supérieure de Commerce de Paris] Business School and the University of Pretoria (South 

Africa), aimed at uncovering the key experiences, challenges and success factors shaping 

the journey of women entrepreneurs in the digital economy, with a regional focus on 

Africa; the results were published in Breaking Down Barriers for Women Digital 

Entrepreneurs: Insights from Africa. 

36. UNCTAD collaboration with Okayama University, Japan. Under this 

programme, joint research and training courses are offered to young women scientists from 

developing countries. In the reporting period, researchers from Botswana and South Africa 

benefited from the programmes. 

 D. Integration into the global economy 

37. In the reporting period, UNCTAD implemented a series of activities aimed at 

supporting participation by countries in Africa in the global economy. 

38. World Investment Report 2024: Investment Facilitation and Digital Government. 

UNCTAD, in the report, analysed foreign direct investment flows to Africa, noting 

a 3 per cent decline in 2023, to $53 billion, and that the estimated value of international 

project finance deals in African countries had declined by 50 per cent, to $64 billion, 

following a 20 per cent drop in 2022. However, Africa attracted an increasing share of 

global greenfield megaprojects, six of which were valued at above $5 billion; the leading 

project was a green hydrogen project in Mauritania, expected to generate $34 billion in 

investment. Africa received over $10 billion in project finance for wind and solar electricity 

production, with the largest projects in Egypt, South Africa and Zimbabwe. Value chains 

for electric vehicles also prompted foreign investment; the largest deals announced included 

the establishment of a $6.4 billion electric-vehicle battery manufacturing facility in 

Morocco. The main economies investing in Africa, by foreign direct investment stock, are 

  

 20 Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Uganda. 
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the Kingdom of the Netherlands, France, the United States, the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland and China. UNCTAD issued a study on foreign direct 

investment trends in global emerging markets, with an emphasis on Africa, examining the 

challenges and opportunities associated with attracting foreign direct investment to the 

continent and recommending policies to address them. Consultations were held with key 

stakeholders (October 2024) and an updated version of the study was launched as a 

contribution to the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development (June–

July 2025). Following a request from the COMESA secretariat, UNCTAD is preparing an 

analysis of investment trends in the region, to support efforts to foster a robust investment 

environment and regional integration. In the reporting period, UNCTAD provided technical 

assistance to Angola, to improve the collection of foreign direct investment statistics and 

raise awareness of internationally accepted standards and guidelines on data compilation. 

39. Investment policy reviews. In the reporting period, in Africa, UNCTAD issued two 

investment policy reviews covering seven countries and conducted capacity-building 

activities and follow-up on previous reports in 14 countries. The review of Tunisia was 

presented at a national workshop in 2024 and issued in January 2025. The regional review 

of the Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa was launched at a national 

stakeholder meeting (July 2024) and will be issued in 2025. UNCTAD issued follow-up 

reports on the implementation of the reviews of the Gambia (July 2024) and Sierra Leone 

(December 2024) and provided comments on the draft national investment strategy in 

Sierra Leone. UNCTAD implemented capacity-building activities to support the 

implementation of investment policy reforms. Following the investment policy review of 

WAEMU, UNCTAD delivered a capacity-building workshop in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, on 

investment promotion and facilitation (May 2024) and a capacity-building workshop in 

Casablanca, Morocco, on policy formulation and investor targeting (November 2024). 

As a follow-up to the review of Mauritania, investment promotion agency representatives 

participated in a regional workshop on investment promotion and facilitation policies in 

Casablanca (November 2024). UNCTAD continued to engage with the United Nations 

country team to follow-up on the review of Cabo Verde, bringing the number of beneficiary 

countries in Africa in the reporting period to 21. 

40. International investment agreements. UNCTAD conducted a briefing for the 

Group of 77 and China, to enhance understanding of international investment agreements 

and investor-State dispute settlement, focused on the increasing impact of the latter in 

relation to government measures addressing climate change (October 2024). At the annual 

conference of the African Society of International Law, UNCTAD discussed the role of 

international investment agreements in facilitating investment for climate action and the 

energy transition (November 2024). In 2025, UNCTAD will provide training in Nigeria on 

such agreements and will review the bilateral investment treaty network of the United 

Republic of Tanzania and provide inputs for developing a model international investment 

agreement. 

41. Trade facilitation. UNCTAD continued to provide technical assistance and 

capacity-building on trade facilitation reforms in the context of the Agreement on Trade 

Facilitation of the World Trade Organization and regional or subregional commitments, 

with a focus on support to national trade facilitation committees. UNCTAD has developed 

tools to assist in trade facilitation and provided support to 42 countries in the region, 

training around 500 participants (50 per cent women); 25 countries in Africa benefited from 

the empowerment programme for national trade facilitation committees and e-learning, 

which builds capacities to implement trade facilitation reforms in a coordinated manner. 

The UNCTAD database on national trade facilitation committees, which enables countries 

to explore and compare committee profiles across regions, includes 48 countries in Africa; 

15 countries in Africa use the UNCTAD trade facilitation reform tracker, a web-based 

project management and monitoring tool to support committees in their roles as 

coordinators of trade facilitation initiatives; and 10 countries in Africa use UNCTAD trade 

information portals, which are centralized online repositories for all relevant information on 

import, export and transit procedures. Countries in Africa benefited from training for transit 

coordinators through an online workshop (June 2025). Under a United Nations 

Development Account project, UNCTAD, with other United Nations entities, will help 

build capacity in Rwanda to measure, calculate and implement climate-smart trade 
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facilitation reforms. Finally, 29 African countries contributed to the discussions at the third 

global forum for national trade facilitation committees, held during the Global Supply 

Chain Forum in Barbados in 2024. 

42. Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA). ASYCUDA is used in 

39 countries in Africa. In 2024, the programme implemented technical assistance projects 

to upgrade, maintain or enhance installed systems in countries. In Eritrea, with funding 

from the United Nations Development Programme, UNCTAD initiated an upgrade to 

ASYCUDA World. In Guinea-Bissau, with funding from the African Development Bank, 

ASYCUDA World migration and an ASYCUDA-based single window will be 

implemented. Nine countries21 signed agreements for upgrades to ASYCUDA World. 22 

The single-window system is operational in six countries;23 in 2024, in Zimbabwe, two 

additional government agencies joined and, in 2025, in Burundi, a project for single-

window enhancement will be signed, with funding from Trade Mark Africa. UNCTAD 

continued to provide training to customs officials. In Eswatini, 63 customs officials (43 per 

cent women) participated in ASYCUDA World technical and functional courses and in 

Malawi, 760 staff from the Revenue Authority were trained (44 per cent women). The use 

of ASYCUDA generates benefits in terms of reduced customs clearance times and 

increased revenue. In 2024, in the Gambia, customs revenue increased by 32 per cent 

compared with in 2023 and by 62 per cent compared with in 2022 (launch year of 

ASYCUDA in the Gambia). In Malawi, customs revenue increased by 42 per cent in 

financial year 2023/24 compared with in financial year 2022/23. In Mozambique, following 

the deployment of an e-system related to the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, developed under ASYCUDA, processing 

times for permits were reduced by 70 per cent. 

43. Statistics. UNCTAD continued to provide capacity-building and training on trade 

statistics. In 2024, UNCTAD, jointly with the United Nations Statistics Division and the 

World Trade Organization, trained 2,264 participants from 178 countries through the Train 

for Trade e-learning course on merchandise and services trade statistics. UNCTAD 

supported Benin and Senegal in using the UNCTAD Trade-in-Services Statistics 

Information System to collect data on services trade. Under a United Nations Development 

Account project on quantifying South–South cooperation for the Goals jointly conducted 

with other United Nations entities, UNCTAD participated in a national workshop in Nigeria 

(December 2024). 

44. Measuring illicit financial flows. Policies that curb tax and commercial illicit 

financial flows can enhance revenue collection, which can strengthen social sector spending 

and enhance sustainable development. Countries in Africa face growing debt service costs, 

and policies that curb such flows and enhance revenue collection can positively impact their 

fiscal positions. In 2024, as part of an Open Society Foundations-funded project on 

measuring illicit financial flows, UNCTAD trained officials in three countries 24 at two 

national workshops each on measuring such flows. UNCTAD developed a policy 

framework for countries in identifying and implementing policies that curb such flows, 

presented to the three beneficiary countries at an expert group meeting (February 2025).  

  

 21 Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eswatini, Gabon, Guinea, 

Madagascar, Niger, Sao Tome and Principe.  

 22 Project funding has been received from the following: respective Governments; United States Agency 

for International Development; African Development Bank; COMESA; Expertise France; and Trade 

Mark Africa. 

 23 Burundi, Comoros, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Uganda, Zimbabwe. 

 24 Ghana, Namibia, Zambia. 
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 III. Financial resources committed to Africa 

45. Of the total extrabudgetary project expenditure of UNCTAD in 2024, 26.4 per cent, 

amounting to $15,424,304 as at February 2025, was spent on projects in support of 

sustainable development in Africa. This represents a decrease of 2.4 per cent in absolute 

value compared with the total project expenditure in 2023 in Africa, at $16,508,871. The 

relative weight of project expenditure in Africa in total project expenditure has continued 

on a downward trend since 2019 and the share has continuously dropped, with the 

difference from 2019 (40.4 per cent) to 2024 (26.4 per cent) amounting to 14 percentage 

points. 

    


