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Mr. Chairm.:.-.n, 

I am very happy t0 take part, once a.z2,in, in the African Con-

ference. I should like to teJce this opportunity first to wish the 

:neeting on behalf of IDJCTAD ever;;r success and second to inform those 

;?resent of a regional ;_;reject of considerable b1port:3,nce for Africa. 

No doubt many of :·ou know or h2_ve heard of the very useful institution 

which exists in Europe since 1953 and which is of great service to the 

people Hho take their cars abro0,d. I 3,;c1 of course re'ferring to the 

European Multinational Ca,rd which covers third. ::,arty li2,bili ty of 

motorists who drive in cou_-r1tries where il1Suro,nce c,gainst such risks is 

obligatory. This card, also called .ithe Green Card11
1 ,·1s,s introduced 

under the auspices of the United Nations Econor:1ic Commission for 

Europe which io based in Geneva, and it constitutes a proof of a third 

part:, liability insur:,,nce covering damc,ges susta,ined by others, c;:rnsed 

by the ,,10torists who, z,ccording to the laws of the given countr;:;-, are 

res:'.)onsi ble for the damages. The use of the Green CD,rd proved very 

satisfactoryi countries even outside Euro:oe, such as Morocco and 

Tu."lisia, recognised its merits and ;J,dvante.,ges e,nd joined the s;rste.m. 

In Africa, i11ternation2,l ro::,d tr<01:i:fic is bound to ii1crease in 

the near future, due to the increase in co''1mercial transecctions be-

tween the countries of the conth1ent c0.nd to touris;11. Sever.s,,l projects 

of interc:c.frican "totor,va:,s construction r:i,re nec,r completion. In view 

of the fact that third party motor insurance is used in most of the 

African ii.1surance :!1arkets on .::i, strictl3r natio1'Etl b2,sis, a policy issued 

ili one countr3,· is not vc1lid in another. This state of i.,ffo,irs obliges 

the motorist to take out et new insura..11ce cover e:.ch tiJJe he crosses 2, 

border .. This expensive and impractical procedure is not likely to 

stimul;;:.te 0,11 increi::.se in road t.raffic between the Afric,::,,n countries. 

To improve the si tu:-,tion UNCTAD has drawn up 2. propos<c1,l for the 
) 

cree,tion of 2.n Afr;Lc;~:n insur0.:c1ce card which would be valid and accepted 
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in a,ll countries South of the Sc;,har,"',, be::1ring in ;~1ind. th2,t the Ara.b 

countries of 1forth Afric;.1 bwe evolvecl &met introduced their m-m 

s;rsten1. The gu2.rantees offered by this c:,c.rcl will be· ill conformil" 

with the h',ws of eRch country pertJ" to the AgTeemer~t. 

L1 order to Lnlement tbe :::iro ject, Ul'JCTAD had convened ;;~ Round

Tc~ble ~Jeeting in i'Tove:·:1ber 1976 7 which H2,s held in Yaouncle 1 3,nd in 

which p:1.rticipJ,ted govern,:1ent representc,tives a,nc'. insurers fro,-,~ the 

following countries Benin 7 Burundi, Cc1,aerolli1, Conro, Ivor::t Coa,st, 

Gabon, Ghane., U:;9er Vol k, 1 Ken::ya,, Lesotho, Liberia., M,.li, Niger, 

Nigeria., Ug&11cL, Centr.11-.Africa.n Er.1pire, Rlv,.:1nd2., Sene{pl 1 Sudd.n, Ten

zu,ni;:,,1 Cl1c1d, Togo, z,:i,irP i.t?!.d Za,;;ibia. 

1\.t tk,t meetinc the following problerrs were disc'.lssed :_ in 

detail : 

to decide on whether the AfricM 001.mtries l1a,cl E, real need of 

a regional "Jul tinational third ,2.rtz, r,1otor insurnnce sche~,1e; 

if so, to cLefine P,n ; 1Africa,n C:c.rcr1 sche:,1e ada:r,ted to the s;,ecific 

needs of Afric ... ,. ~end to conch tions whi ".'h yrev.:.il there; 

if need be, to e,clopt c1 pL:-.rL of ,J,ction which wou.ld lee,d, with 

the lec:~st po ssi 1:ile deli.\:/, to the estc,bli shx11ent of' 2.11 :if.friccm 

C,,rd11 sche:ne" 

The representntives of countries :?·','.rtioi::_:i,,,tine in the :neetine 

were uns,ni,Jous in recognisi11g· th, t, i12 view o:'.: the :.,~apid increase in 

the internatio112,l roc..d traf::ic in cm_'ntries South of the Se,h:~:ra,, ,:,..nd 

b;r this tr,.:,,ffic, the est::,blish<Jent of ,,,, regiom::.l syste1,1 of 21c Afric,m 

C,,,.rd. would meet the urcent need in that domeino 

s;:rstem should .3.'ssurne, it w2.s decided th2,t : 
w 

As to the form the 

guc.rantees offered by the A:.:"ricr.,~1 card should be c:it le,:.:.st 

equivalent to those required in the countries which the 2otorist·· 

intends to visit i 
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the ::notorist I s third. jX,,rty 1L:,"1Jili t:;0 ,Jill be deteL1ined 

;;,ccordi:1,e to the L,ws ,rev:::,ili1,.r· i::: the c01..1.:rtry '·There tl::e 

&ccident took pl~ce; 

.1, l" .. tion:·.l Bure.:iu1 consi stL:c of insurers li :- 1.,nsed loce,llz/ to 

:provide the third ;;Lcrt::- li J::iilit:, notor i:nsur,:".nce cover, ,rill 

be set Uj) hi e;;:cb cou.:.'ltr_y belonginc to this s: 0 stem1 •'w.'lcl it 

Fill 7::ie responsible :C'or iesui:1,c; tl1e /~fric. m C c.rds to the n-·ti ves 1 

2,s uell .,,s :-:::·or h2l1dii11,g· o:f cl.::-L1s coverecl b:;•· the co,rds issued 

by the 11:>.tionc-:l J3u.reim: i:a other co1..mtries i 

the Africc,n Govern;1ents uill pleclge the,:~sclves to give ::.:or;n,:,,l 

recog11ition a,nd ci,cce;,t cLS v .. ,,lid ..:t.:ric"!.E C,_·,rds issued b:,•· the 

Hation. .. 0,l Burec,m:: in o·l;her countries belo,.1gL1g to tb_e s.:,Tstem1 

if necess,-,,r:0 moclif;y-int: their ·r..c0,tionc,l L:,·IS a,p:?liccc,,ble to the 

thi:tcl :'Jo,rt:· •·:1otor insurc..nce cover, 

The Raund-T,;:,1)le lfoeting e;.1cled with tlic :.clo:1tion of the following 

resolution: 

'1The pe..rtici:1ants L'l the Round-Tc1.'ble meetinc; on the est::,,blish1ent of 

a, ::ml tir,_; tionc•,l thircl ,x;rt3' 'T!otor insur:,,;_1,.,e in .h.fric"-·t representing 

the Governnei1ts of : :Se::~in 1 J3urundi 1 Ct,:-:1erow1 1 Centr,:".l Afric::11 Re

public, ,Chi,c7-1 Congo, Gc3..lion 7 Gl,_,,1,.a, Ivor:r Co:c.st, Ken-:":-,,, Leootho, Li"beric. 7 

1/(,:-:.li, Niger, I'"iferi.:;; 1 R:·r:-,nck, 1 Senep:-i'tl 7 Suc_,c,n 1 Tc¼7.Z2..L'.1.,1,, Togo, Ug211d£. 1 

Upper Vol to,, Zc.,ire c::,nd Z,::;l1bi:t; 

Having co:;1sidered the i11ter1v;'.tio1" ,l l'Oi:td traf:fic ;,rcible;ns in l\.fric2 2J.1d 

tl1e co:nsequeno3s emf,.L•tinf; fr,n the:n ir... tbe fielcl of third ::)e.rty :'.'l.otor 

insur 0,;:I c e ; 

1. HEC0M!:.IE1:IDED' t:'..'trtt steJS be ts:·,ken with :;:, vi.e1,r to estc>,blishing 

soon ,,s possible o, vi2,l)le Africa .. n inter-cou.1.7.tr:c third lXccr"t~· ,Jot or 

··, 

2. ENTRUSTED tl1e U!JCr.£11\D secret2,ri~~.t ~-_ri tl1 tl7.e ~reyDxt1tion - possi bl2r 

vd.th the hel:::i of o, consul ttmt o:Z" ;:. dr,c'ft to be circulded for 

co:"Jm.ents to c1ll Govern:l1e:1ts concerned. 
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3. !1.PPOII\lT o.n .G.1)1os Cor:rr:iittee co"r9risi11g the represent.dives 2,11d 

the Ca.:,1eroun 7 G,-_bon 1 Ghc,,1v:, Ivor;7 Coast, Ken:.-,•~, Sud?,:n 7 T.:'11.Z.J,ni ,,'.-i1d 

Zarnbio, 7 to reviei-1, on the "basis of the co·'.o:-:1e11,Gs received, <"iad. to 

fin~>,lize :he te::t of the dr:tft Co:.1vention. 

-':. RE:;:i.UEST the ill'TCTAD secretario.,t to convene 7 in due c6~:.rse Qlld in 

coll.s,bor::,,tio:1 wi tb the Eco:c1ornic Co~rnissio;1 for tfrio,:,, :'ll Afric-:--n 

Con:'erence of Pleni;:iote;.1tL:'.Xies who ;,Jill sig,n the Convm1tion este,blishine 

E., regional inter-countr:r third T,k;,rt:T ,!lotor insur.:,nce scheme. :i 

I e.m · h.-: 1,9::_,:" to infor::.1 ~rou th:tt . ,:::ter .:· .. little over o:ne 7,··e2,r I s ~10rx, 

in Hhioh were involved : ;c,;_1 e:cpert in inter:;r,tion,:o,l tr.:',f?ic l;_,,~1 

finct~1ced by SID.}. (S,-redish Inter:r:o,tion,:,,l Develo:'.'.).:::~ent Lrre;.10:-), :-.1embers 

o:z' the "'& J1.oc Comr;1i-ttee set U;J ,'•.t the Ye,ou.::.-:;.de •:i.eetin.c, the legcl service 

of UNCTitD ;:,ncl st,<~f in ·:1:0 Di vision, the fi112,l te::t o:: tbe proposed con

ventioi1 establisl'.!.L1g t11e ,_11._frican C.'.'.Xcl ,tc,s se:1t to the interested Govern

ments for their ~:ii'ktl decision as reg\;,rds tl0.e sig11,;:.ture of tb.e 

soou es fe~sible. 

will be i;.1.terested to !mow the basic ·,,rovisioics o:,: tl':is Co11ve;-.:.tion 7 

which 3·ou (is insurers ··o:::,era,ting i;.1 the reeio11 where tl1e s_:0 ste;:n of 

the _li.:frican C,:,rd uill be 2,T,>pliec: i·rill be c.::.lled upon to ,1d11ere to 

in the 11e~l-I' future. 

Structure .. of the s~•stff:.l : 

Agreeme;.1t sho.11 hc:we, ,::s its leg;,1 7 teobnic-::,1 ,::-,,:1d. :~il1ai1oial b-isis, ;,:,c 

gt:k7-.rE1,12tees which ore c;,fforc:'ced to :::iotorists :9roceecling c..broe.d "bz 0 toldnc 

out .s,;.1 insurc-,11ce 11olicy on il1e usu._,l tor::.m uith an -insi::.:ter :.,utl10rized 

to o,erate this t:•-;?e of business in the cou;.rl;r,· T.:hich is the ;1oi11t o::' 

de,.:;,xture for the journe:·. 
·\ 

The inter-lfric.cm i;.1sur£.s.:.-:,,ce c,:-..rd shr.:,11 'JC issned b~ 0 
.:, lTc1.tion,·,l 

Burea,u estC'..blished in e2.ch cou::::'.tr3,· :p.:,.rty to the £,gree:1e:nt. 

shall be issued. to ,:1otorists through the Lrnurers wit:, wl1or:1 the:--· l,.J::>.ve 
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t-c,ken out a third :::i,0rt:, lic.lJilit;,~ inslU'2,,'loe :r>Olic:r vt,licl. when cl1"ivinc 

both in their ot-m cou;:2tr:r 2..nd in other countries po,rties to the sche•::10. 

E,w: It,.tion,::,l Eureau sh,,11 ::::ettle 7 on belw,lf ( :: its senber 

L1surers, cl8.ias c:.risinr:::,;- fro;;i ,Iocide~1ts ce,used .. :bro.-:.d b::· holders of the 

carcl.s it h:,,s issued, ,'J.nd sl,.,:,,11 ::~lso lw .. nd.le cl:-d::1s c1,risil1{! fro::, c,ccidents 

02.used il1. its cou;;ytr~; .. b~-- holC::.ers of oo,rc:s issued b3· the IT.c,tionc .. l Buree,u:: 

of other count1~ies ;X'lrties to the scho::1e. 

settle::1e21t of clai;Js ~.1clcr covc1" of ,.'. joint cle1Josi t I tl-:.e i11t er-..:"..fricm1 

co:.rd co:us:titl.l.tiug ,)roof of this denosi t. 

The leg,?,,1 1 r,,cl:.1inistr:.~tive e.:nd fil'>o,nci~l 01Jerctio:n_ of t!1e sc}Je:.'t,C 

established b~:" this AgTee::1ent sh.J,11 'be co-ord.L1c.tecl ,:,nd Sll')ervisecl b~" 

a Council of Burea.U'' of Hhich C!,11 the IJ.·.tion,-::.1 Th.ITe,~u:: of the signo,tor~~ 

countries must be ne;-abers. 

The c.",I'd sh2.ll be of a s·frictl;y m:i:for,1 t~::rn. It sht>,11 include 

the :10.me :c.nd ;:,dclress of tte 1Jati011cc-,l Blll'o:>.u r-rl1ich h.,,.s issued i "q 

~x;rticuL,1•s of the i11sU1"er il1suri:1g the :.i10tor vehicle; icler,.ti2ica:tion 

of the vehicle 1;,ncl o:C' the polic3°holcl.er 1 its il1.divid.u;:::,l seris,l :;:1u,.--riber 

ond period of v.~1lidi t;:--; :_, list of C01.U'.'.tries il'l which it is Vc,licl; 

2,,nd the 112,,me 2.ncl ,::,,clclress 7 in e.:-,ch o= those countries, o:::' tlo.e Hation,~l 

Ilureo,u uhich the yolic:rholder ::-;ms·_ notL~y iz,_ tl'.'.e evb:.t of .21 ,·,,ccid.e11t. 

cover the tl:.ircl pD,rt:·· lL::,bili t:- incurred b~.:- tl1e holder- of the c:.::.rd in 

e.ccorcl"J~'l.CEl i·ri th the lrn-rs of e2.ch :,:mmlJer •olmtr:~ ,rhiol;_ he visits. Du.ring 

the l)eriod of its v\ licli t77 the i11ter-.."~fricc.i1 c,-,rc!. sllc,11 c::msti tute 

proo:: of il1stu".::mce 1 "itlde0)e:aclentl:0 of the i::.mm~cmee polio:· on the 7,:x,,,sis 

of which it is issued .• 

ry:c,..rty linbili tz• of its holder is involved, ent,":.il t:1.e settlc;:1ent of the 

claL1 b~, the r-r:,tion:,l Eure.'.J.u N:'.-1.ich ho,s issued it. 
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The Nc:,tion,"--1 Ilure;:,u estc:,1)lishec'. ir-'- ec,ch of the c::,u:..:..tries 

si1P1,:.tories to the AgreeJ1e:nt sho.11 lie ..... 11 estn.blisl:.:1:1e1J.t which ha.s 

Its st~tus shall be 

defined 1::~_ - the leg.;;l provisions L'. to1~ce L:1 the c01L tr~• for t>is 

cc,tegor~,. of est,.,blislnent. 

:cs it shc.11 be issuing the inter-:~fricd1 insure.nee c,:'crds ,:,,nd hand

ling cl,.:.b1S emc.n.::,ting fro:n inter-Afric:0:.:.1. CEt.rds issued. by E.,.tioi1a.l 

Bureau~= in otb.er cotu1tries. 

The Council of the Bure"\~: sh,11 be -.n. interE,:.,tion.,1 

institution. It sh,;11 consist of one re1resent.~.tive .1,r.Ld one 2•.lter-

nc.te represent2,tive of er:c~1 lJe.tion,::l Bure~:.u. Tl,e Council sh.,11 

choose its Clltdr;e1c:,,;.1 ,:u1d Vice-Che,irJcl.Yl :'.'ro•J ·'.:.'11011[' its nem1)ers, .·nd 

sh::,11 create its secret},ri,;,.t. Tb.0 Council o/: BureD,u:r. sb.8.11 ho..ve -~1 

gener.·,l fm1ction of oricnt.•.tion 1 co-ordin,:,,tion ,_,,nd supervision over 

the nbole of the inter-Afric2,;.J. insurc·,nce c_c-.rd scb.eo::'1e estr.blished b~•· 

the Av-ee~_wnt. The Cou..'lcil of Bu.ro,:•x!_,·: shc:-.11 be co:·.:.;::ietent to receive 

,c..:,.1d coi1sider J,'::rplic:.tions b~;T co1mtries Hishinc to becono ;::i~:.rties to 

this Agree:rient. It sh.·.11 propose the ;_1,cce7tence or retus,,0.-1 of tl1.e 

,::,9:11ic2,tions, on uhich the fin.",l c'Lecision sh,J.11 rest sc.lel:· with the 

Govern:~1e11ts cf the O.)untries sic-.a:-•.tories to the Lcree::i.ent. The 

s,:::,:ue ;:,rocedure sh2,ll be ~~ollo,-rnd in reg,::,rd to the exclusion of .,,, 

The Council of Bure,::;u:;: sh,,11 on its own il1itic;tive, or on the 

ini tL,ti ve of 2,11:~ Gover1ue;.1t si@1:,~to:,';:• tc the Ii.gre<;::Jent, consider i';,nd, 

if it dee'.:1s it c~dvisable, propDse clnnges i:n the L:-,1-1s or regul2,tions 

of countries which signed the .. :.greement i;,,Hh ,::; view to i2prcving the 

functioning of ·IJ,he int"er-Afric::.11 insur,··.nce c.J,rcl sclle,::ie, or to 

h::,.rnoni zing the ;3rste;:1S of cot1pens-:c.tion for d.0.=1,,ges occo,sioned b:1,' read 

tr:.ffic ,1,ccidents, or to i:c1::;,roving accident prevention. 
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L.ccessio:1 

The Goverr .. ::1e;.1ts c? L~ric_:i1 countries ,:,,re t:.~e 1Jrizwi:').'.l p-·rtici-

Durinr,; 1:,:~ i:'.i tL·,l 'Jeriod. to b0 s:,ocified7 other Gove;rn'J.e~1ts o:::' Lfric-:,1: 

countries ::12_7 7 if' tr.e:- so ,dsh7 join the s:-stes:.1 tn.rourJ.1. :\ :r..otice 

signD.tories. The ;;,coession i·rill t.::,ke 1 LcC3 .. \fter the sic;.1:.'.ture of 

oe;;it,:nce or r,:,,tific:.,tion1 .~.s well e.s o:f c·. letter o:::' orec"'..i t. The 

letter ,;f cred.i t, re:,::ireser;.ti21c c. sU!:1 o:Z' JUS :· 200 7 000 sh-,.11 'Je ., 

CU·"r.:;""tee cf the solvcnc:, o:f t):')e Zfatio;.1.:'.l Bu.re::,u concerned 2,;.1c. r,:, 

De:1l::r.cL::tio:1 : 

giving notice to tte De:;,csi ta.r:" 1-Jho will ir_,_for;:1 L.'med.ie:telt the Cou.,.'lcil 

The L,tter ;;1::,;'c invite the Gcver:-L1e::.:t to fur11ish it with . ,, 

~- de:,osi t or ::, lv:rJc: cu.s.r?.:ntee 7 securi t:·- 1-rhich is c021siclere0. b;'.·- tl'.'.e 

Cou..."'1.cil to be su:::'ficieI:t to cover tlrn Co'~1nlete cliscl::_:_J.rge of c,ll the 

o bliga tior..s o? its N-- tionc,l Bm·e,1u. 

The C01mcil o:'.: Bure.'.,11:": sl:v,.11 :i.:.0tif;- of the clem . .u:10L,tim:-. ,,11 the 

r,T;,,tim1: .. 1 Bure.::.u:: sign .... tories to the Lgree:::ent. 

;_,f ,2:,d:.:1issi0n of neH ;~w,;;.bers. 

~~s you lvwe he.::,rd 7 the Co11ve1r:~io11 lle.s , .. ,11 the r.,.ecess~r:· ix:.gred.ients 

to rende1· it ftmctionr,.l i:d ef:.:'icie::t. 

sovereic.1t:· of ef.>,ch cou;::,tr:· :,.s /.:i• ,~,s cc~:::ie:w,:.'.tion :: or c'L:~:c1,·,e:es rGsul t1:1e; 

out o:: :,iot0r ;:,ccidents is concerned, it Litroc:uces ".J,,n-/lfric:n ro-e. 

' s.~.:::et:r 1 vihicl1. :.:;eets .·_-..n urg·e1rc need on tli2,t coLti:1eEt. 


