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INDICATIVE PLAN OF UNCTAD’S TECHNICAL COOPERATION FOR 2001

Note by the UNCTAD secretariat

1. UNCTAD X, in paragraph 164(vi) of its "Plan of Action" (TD/386), requested the secretariat to
submit to member States an “annual indicative plan of technical cooperation programmes”.

2.  Following this request, the present document includes information on:

(i) Ongoing projects which are expected to continue in 2001;

         (ii) Projects proposed by the secretariat with a view to implementing the mandate of
UNCTAD X, as well as mandates given to UNCTAD by the General Assembly;

(iii) Projects proposed as a result of specific requests received from beneficiaries.

For most projects under (ii) and (iii), financial support still needs to be identified.

3. The plan is intended to implement the Technical Cooperation Strategy of UNCTAD adopted by 
the Board at its fifteenth executive session in June 1997.  It is also intended to:

(a) Inform delegations, cooperating organizations and other interested parties of the operational
activities that have been approved for the year 2001 and  those which the secretariat is proposing for
2001;
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(b) Facilitate discussions with potential donors on the mobilization of the necessary
extrabudgetary resources to implement the plan.   Barring exceptional cases, all the secretariat’s requests
to potential donors for funding will be from among proposals contained in this plan; and

(c) Serve as the secretariat's monitoring tool.

4. The information contained herein is broken down as follows: (a) title of the project; (b) expected
duration; (c) status; and (d) when available, approximate total budget in US dollars.

5. Inclusion of new proposals (see paragraph 2(ii) and 2(iii) above) is based on one or more of the
following considerations:

(i) An explicit request received by the secretariat from a developing country or a country in
transition;

(ii) A request for assistance mandated by the General Assembly, by the Conference, the Trade
and Development Board or a Commission;

(iii) Consistency with the  implementation of the UNCTAD X Plan of Action as reflected in the
work programme set out in the programme narrative for the UNCTAD programme budget
for 2000-2001 (TD/B/47/3).

     
6. Only the projects considered a priority have been included in this version of the plan.  Moreover,
in response to the Bangkok Plan of Action and, in particular, its paragraph 166, projects included in the
plan place particular emphasis on capacity-building.  In this regard, please see paragraphs 10 to 16 below.

7. The Trade Point Programme includes requests for technical cooperation received from
Governments.  Bearing in mind the decision adopted by  the Working Party at its thirty-fourth session in
September 1999 on the follow-up to the evaluation of the Trade Point Programme (TD/B/49/9), the
secretariat has decided to bring project proposals in this area to the attention of member States.  Activities
envisaged under these proposals are consistent with the need to help developing countries and countries
in transition as per paragraphs 156 to 158 of the UNCTAD X Plan of Action, as well as paragraphs 26
and 27 of General Assembly resolution 54/198 of 22 December 1999.

8. Implementation of most of the proposals in the plan is contingent upon the mobilization of additional
resources.  Moreover, as it is expected that new requests will be made and that existing proposals may
be modified, constant adjustments to the plan will be required.  
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Special focus on capacity building

9. The individual and collective ability of people in a country to sustain themselves and make
progress depends critically on the quality, performance and legitimacy of their institutions and
organizations on all levels of society.  With this in view, the General Assembly, in its resolution 53/192
reaffirmed that “capacity building and its sustainability should be explicitly articulated as a goal of
technical assistance provided by the operational activities of the UN system at the country level, with
the aim of strengthening national capacities in the fields of, inter alia, policy and programme
formulation, development management, planning, implementation, coordination, monitoring and review”.
ECOSOC, in its resolution 1999/5, stressed that “the UN system should adopt flexible responses to
specific capacity building needs as articulated by recipient countries in accordance with their national
development plans and priorities”.  

10. As defined by the ACC Guidance Note on Capacity Building, sustainable capacity building
encompasses the building of organizational and technical abilities, behaviours, relationships, and values
that enable individuals, groups and organizations to enhance their performance effectively to achieve
their development objectives over time.  It includes strengthening both the processes, systems and rules
that shape collective and individual behaviour and performance in all development endeavours, as well
as people’s ability and willingness to play new developmental roles and to adapt to new demands and
situations.  

11. Effective capacity building programmes at the country and regional level depend on: 

- National ownership and commitment in the form of priority setting, skills and resources;  
 
  - Its consideration as one of the principal and explicit goals of any development

programme and project, rather than a component or a by-product of such
programmes/projects; 

- Its pursuance on the basis of a holistic approach and a shared understanding
of its definition; 

- Coherence between policy analysis, technical cooperation and the intergovernmental
machinery; and  

- Enhanced partnership. 

12. In the past few years, increased focus on capacity building has been given to technical
cooperation services provided by UNCTAD. Moreover, enhancement of capacity building has been a
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major concern of UNCTAD’s member States. Consequently the Plan of Action of UNCTAD X gives
emphasis to capacity building in all areas of UNCTAD’s work. 

13. In its section on technical cooperation, the Plan of Action of UNCTAD X recommended that
priority should be given to those activities which enhance the capacity of beneficiary countries; the
activities should have as their ultimate objectives raising the standards of living of people in developing
countries through strengthening of capacity building for, inter alia, trade, investment and development;
technical cooperation should focus on capacity building to assist developing countries integrate into the
global economy (paragraph 164); and UNCTAD’s existing capacity building programme should be
strengthened (paragraph 166). 

14. The Plan of Action also called for enhancement of technical cooperation activities, inter alia,
through exercise of a greater degree of central oversight and the submission to member States of an
annual indicative plan of technical cooperation programmes.  Enhanced internal coordination will also
facilitate coordination among donors for achieving coherence and complementarity of actions in support
of capacity building.  

15. It is  against the above background that the secretariat proposals in the annual indicative plan of
technical cooperation programmes for 2001 focuses on capacity building, as follows:

           Pages

A. Division on Globalization and Development Strategies   5-  6

B. Division on International Trade in Goods and Services, and   7-10
Commodities

C. Division on Investment, Technology and Enterprise Development 11-13

D. Division for Services Infrastructure for Development, and Trade 14-18
Efficiency

E. Office of the Special Coordinator for Least Developed, Landlocked       19
And Island Developing Countries

F. Other technical cooperation programmes 19-21
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16. The Plan also contains, in its part F, proposals for the implementation of paragraph 166 of the
UNCTAD X Plan of Action.  For more information on the matter, see TD/B/WP/133.      

17. Explanations of the country codes used for project numbering are to be found in the annex to
this document.
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Annex I

Country/territory/region codes

A

AFG Afghanistan ANT Antigua and Barbuda
ALB Albania ARG Argentina
ALG Algeria ARM Armenia
ANG Angola ARU Aruba
ANL Anguilla AZE Azerbaijan

B

BAH Bahrain BKF Burkina Faso
BAL Baltic States BOL Bolivia
BAR Barbados BOT Botswana
BDI Burundi BRA Brazil
BEN Benin BRU Brunei Darussalam
BER Bermuda BUL Bulgaria
BGD Bangladesh BVI British Virgin Islands
BHA Bahamas BYE Belarus
BHU Bhutan BZE Belize
BIH Bosnia and Herzegovina

C

CAF Central African Republic CMB Cambodia
CAM Central America (regional) CMR Cameroon
CAR Caribbean (regional) COI Comoros
CAY Cayman Islands COL Colombia
CHD Chad COS Costa Rica
CHI Chile CPR China
CIS Commonwealth of Independent CRO Croatia

States (regional)
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CKI Cook Islands CYP Cyprus
CUB Cuba CZE Czech Republic
CVI Cape Verde

D

DJI Djibouti DRK Democratic People's Republic 
DMI Dominica of Korea
DOM Dominican Republic

E

ECU Ecuador ERI Eritrea
EGY Egypt EST Estonia
ELS El Salvador ETH Ethiopia
EQG Equatorial Guinea

F

FIJ Fiji

G

GAB Gabon GRN Grenada
GAM Gambia GUA Guatemala
GBS Guinea-Bissau GUI Guinea
GEO Georgia GUY Guyana
GHA Ghana

H

HAI Haiti HUN Hungary
HON Honduras

I

IND India IRQ Iraq 
INS Indonesia IVC Côte d'Ivoire
IRA Iran (Islamic Republic of)
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J

JAM Jamaica JOR Jordan

K

KAZ Kazakhstan KUW Kuwait
KEN Kenya KYR Kyrgyzstan
KIR Kiribati 

L

LAO Lao People's Democratic Republic LIB Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
LAT Latvia LIR Liberia
LEB Lebanon LIT Lithuania
LES Lesotho

M

MAG Madagascar MOL Republic of Moldova 
MAL Malaysia MON Mongolia
MAR Mauritius MOR Morocco
MAT Malta MOT Montserrat
MAU Mauritania MOZ Mozambique
MCD The Former Yugoslav Republic MYA Myanmar

of Macedonia MLI Mali
MDV Maldives MLW Malawi
MEX Mexico

N

NAM Namibia NIC Nicaragua
NAN Netherlands Antilles NIR Nigeria
NEP Nepal NIU Niue
NER Niger

O

OMA Oman
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P

PAK Pakistan PHI Philippines
PAL Palestinian Authority PNG Papua New Guinea
PAN Panama POL Poland
PAR Paraguay PRC Congo
PER Peru PUE Puerto Rico

Q

QAT Qatar

R

RAF Africa (regional) ROK Republic of Korea
RAS Asia and the Pacific (regional) ROM Romania
RER Europe (regional) RUS Russian Federation
RLA Latin America and the Caribbean RWA Rwanda

(regional)

S

SAF South Africa STH Saint Helena
SAM Samoa STK Saint Kitts and Nevis
SAU Saudi Arabia STL Saint Lucia
SEN Senegal STV Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
SEY Seychelles STP Sao Tome and Principe 
SIL Sierra Leone SUD Sudan
SIN Singapore SUR Suriname
SLO Slovakia SVN Slovenia
SOI Solomon Islands SYR Syrian Arab Republic
SOM Somalia SWA Swaziland
SRL Sri Lanka

T

TAI Taiwan Province of China TOG Togo
TAJ Tajikistan TOK Tokelau
TCI Turks and Caicos Islands TON Tonga
THA Thailand TRI Trinidad and Tobago
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TUK Turkmenistan TUR Turkey
TUN Tunisia TUV Tuvalu 

U

UAE United Arab Emirates URT United Republic of Tanzania
UGA Uganda URU Uruguay
UKR Ukraine UZB Uzbekistan

V

VAN Vanuatu VIE Viet Nam
VEN Venezuela

Y

YEM Yemen YUG Yugoslavia

Z

ZAI Democratic Republic of the Congo ZIM Zimbabwe
ZAM Zambia


