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UN CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT TO CONVENE  
IN GENEVA AMID MAJOR TRADE SHIFTS 

 
Critical time for world trade, with leaders meeting from 20–23 October 

 
Geneva, 24 October 2025 - The sixteenth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD16) will be hosted by the Government of Switzerland from 20 to 23 October 2025 
at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 

Held every four years at the level of heads of state and government, ministers, and global thought leaders, 
UNCTAD conferences refine the organization’s mandate in response to new developments in the 
global economy. 

UNCTAD16 comes at a time of unprecedented challenges: rising debt, climate pressures, widening 
inequalities and deep uncertainty in global trade. The conference will provide a platform for countries to 
move from talk to action - finding common ground and building solutions that make the global economy 
work for everyone, especially those struggling the most. 

With the theme “Shaping the future: Driving economic transformation for equitable, inclusive and 
sustainable development”, UNCTAD16 will convene heads of state and government, ministers of trade 
and economy, Nobel laureates, leaders of international organizations, civil society representatives and 
renowned experts. 

As UN Trade and Development’s Secretary-General Rebeca Grynspan has underlined, development is 
not a luxury but a necessity. With its 195 member states, UNCTAD offers the strongest convening power 
among trade organizations - a strength especially vital in today’s fractured global economy. 

Accreditation and practical information 

• Dates: 20–23 October 2025 
• Venue: Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland 
• Conference website: unctad.org/unctad16 
• Media accreditation: click here 

------------------------------- 

About UN Trade and Development:  

UNCTAD is dedicated to promoting inclusive and sustainable development through trade and investment. With a 

diverse membership, it empowers countries to harness trade for prosperity. 

------------------------------- 

Contacts us: Marcelo Risi, +41 76 691 18 74, marcelo.risi@un.org , Catherine Huissoud, +41 79 502 43 11, catherine.huissoud@un.org or 

unctadpress@un.org, https://unctad.org/media-centre; Join us! Register here. 

https://unctad.org/unctad16
https://unctad.org/unctad16
https://unctad.org/unctad16/register
mailto:marcelo.risi@un.org
mailto:catherine.huissoud@un.org
mailto:unctadpress@un.org
https://unctad.org/media-centre
https://unctad.org/registerjournalist

