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STATEMENT DELIVERED BY HON. ELIZABETH OFOSU-ADJARE (MP), 

MINISTER FOR TRADE, AGRIBUSINESS AND INDUSTRY OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF GHANA ON MONDAY, 20TH OCTOBER, 2025 DURING THE GENERAL 

DEBATE AT THE SIXTEENTH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCTAD XVI) 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND | 20-23 OCTOBER 2025 

• Chairperson, Her Excellency Rebeca Grynspan, the Secretary-

General of the UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

• Excellencies,

• Distinguished Delegates,

• The media

• Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of His Excellency John Dramani Mahama, President of the 

Republic of Ghana, I convey our profound appreciation to the Secretary-

General and to the Government of people of Switzerland for the excellent 

arrangements for this sixteenth session of UNCTAD. We also commend H.E. 

Ambassador Paul Bekkers, President of the Trade and Development Board, 

for his stewardship of our work. It is an honour to address this Opening on 

the theme: “Shaping the Future: Driving Economic Transformation for 

Equitable, Inclusive and Sustainable Development.” 

2. We meet at a moment of overlapping shocks: geopolitical tensions,

climate emergencies, rising debt vulnerabilities, technology divides, and a

worrying erosion of trust in multilateralism. These pressures tempt nations

to turn inward. The overlapping nature of today’s challenges makes one

truth inescapable: there is no sustainable path outside cooperation. Ghana
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therefore reaffirms unwavering commitment to multilateralism, 

international law and the UN Charter, and to practical solidarity that 

delivers results for people and planet. 

Madam Chair, 

3. This Conference should build on our shared commitments, including

the 2030 Agenda, the Pact for the Future, the Global Digital Compact, the

Sevilla Commitment, the UN Right to Development, the Doha Programme

of Action for LDCs, the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs, and the

Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS. Together, they form a mandate for

action: to rebalance opportunities, reduce risk, and place equity at the

heart of transformation.

4. In this regard, Ghana underscores UNCTAD’s unique role as the UN

system’s focal point for the integrated treatment of trade and development

and their interfaces with finance, technology, and investment. We value

UNCTAD’s rigorous analysis and hands-on support—including Ghana’s

National E-Commerce Strategy, which is helping us harness digital trade for

structural change. We encourage UNCTAD to deepen its work on productive

capacities, investment facilitation for development, services and digital

economy regulation, and debt/sovereign risk analytics.

Madam Chair, Excellencies, 

5. Trade remains a vital engine of inclusive growth and the eradication

of poverty. Ghana therefore supports a rules-based, open, transparent,

predictable, inclusive, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral

trading system with the World Trade Organization (WTO) at its core. We

reiterate the need for WTO reform delivering for development: fair and

timely accession; policy space for industrialization; preservation of special

and differential treatment as a non-renounceable right; and, critically, the
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restoration of a fully functioning, binding, two-tier dispute settlement 

system.  

6. We encourage that trade-related measures be designed and

implemented in a manner that avoids market fragmentation and preserves

the development policy space of all countries. While climate ambition

should be high, actions should remain transparent, science-based and

supportive of sustainable development, so as to avoid disguised restrictions

on trade.

7. On investment, trends remain uneven and below what is needed for

the SDGs. Ghana therefore echoes the G77 and China in calling for

transformative global action to crowd in long-term, affordable finance for

productive sectors; accelerate technology transfer on favourable terms;

scale skills, connectivity and digital public infrastructure; and de-risk green

industrialization across developing regions.

8. Regional integration must be central to this agenda. The African

Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), headquartered in Accra, is building

larger, rules-based markets to upgrade participation in regional and global

value chains. Ghana is working with UNCTAD and the AfCFTA Secretariat on

an online platform to report, monitor and resolve cross-border trade

challenges, particularly non-tariff measures, to keep corridors open and

predictable. Such regional efforts must complement, not substitute,

effective multilateral rules.

9. Financing remains the chokepoint. Ghana therefore reiterate the call

for urgent reform of the international financial architecture to make it

fairer, more inclusive and development-responsive: faster and more

predictable debt restructuring; expanded concessional windows and

counter-cyclical liquidity; greater use of guarantees; and instruments that
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mobilize private capital at scale for sustainable infrastructure, climate, 

and MSME upgrading. 

Excellencies, 

10. Ghana is convinced that the future of equitable development lies in

harnessing technology, The next productivity frontier will be shaped by

technology, digitalization and artificial intelligence. But a digital

transformation that excludes most of humanity will deepen divides. Ghana

urges action to ensure affordable, reliable connectivity, interoperable

digital public infrastructure, and ethical, inclusive access to AI. We support

global cooperation to enable open standards, safeguard data rights, build

trusted cross-border digital trade, and expand access to environmentally

sound technologies to power a just energy transition and resilient supply

chains.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

11. Our efforts, as a country, reflect these global aspirations. The Ghana

Framework for Industrial Revitalization, Support and Transformation

(Ghana FIRST) Framework, the 24-Hour Economy Policy and the

Accelerated Export Development Strategy, we being pursued to build

productive capacity at home, strengthen standards and competition, and

protect the consumer while enabling innovation and investment, raise

utilization in industry, logistics and essential services through safe multi-

shift operations, reliable utilities, and skills for higher throughput and

faster turnaround; and o diversify exports in agribusiness and light

manufacturing, deepen regional and global market access, and strengthen

quality infrastructure and trade facilitation.

12. Our focus is clear: rapid industrialization, export diversification and

private-sector competitiveness, anchored in inclusion and sustainability.

Concretely, we are prioritizing:



Activity 7 @15:00 on Monday, October, 2025 

Page 5 of 5 

• Youth skills development and entrepreneurship, to unleash the

creativity and potential of our young people;

• Support for women-owned enterprises and vulnerable groups, to

ensure that inclusivity is at the heart of growth; and

• The green and digital transformation of MSMEs, to make them

competitive in both domestic and global markets.

13. We are investing in digital infrastructure, innovation hubs, and smart

partnerships that link technology with real opportunities, empowering

farmers and agribusinesses, enhancing healthcare delivery, improving trade

logistics, and transforming transportation systems.

14. As we look to the future, Ghana reaffirms its commitment to work

with all Member States and partners to ensure that trade, technology, and

investment become true engines of equitable, inclusive, and sustainable

development.

I thank you for your kind attention. 
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