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STATEMENT BY SAMOA  

 H.E. TOLEAFOA NELLA PEPE TAVITA LEVY 

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE INDEPENDENT STATE OF SAMOA TO THE UN AND 

OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS IN GENEVA 

 GENERAL DEBATE OF THE 16TH UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND 

DEVELOPMENT 

 GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 20 – 23 OCTOBER 2025 

ROOM III (8th SPEAKER)  

Theme: “Shaping the Future: Driving Economic Transformation for Equitable, Inclusive 

and Sustainable Development.” 

President of the 16th Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, H.E. Guy Parmelin; 

Secretary General of UNCTAD, Madame Rebeca Grynspan;  

Distinguished delegates;  
Ladies and gentlemen,  

Talofa lava and warm greetings from Samoa! 

On behalf of the Government of Samoa, I extend our warm appreciation to 

the Government of Switzerland and to UNCTAD for hosting and convening us 

this week for the 16th Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD16).   

It is an  honour to address this  conference  under a theme that resonates 

directly with us as a small island developing state – “Shaping the Future: 

Driving Economic Transformation for Equitable, Inclusive and Sustainable 

Development”.  

Samoa commends the Secretary-General’s report to this Conference, which 

recalls that four years ago, at the first hybrid UNCTAD session, members met 

amid the COVID-19 pandemic and the deepest global recession since the 

Second World War. The 2021 Bridgetown Covenant called for four vital 

transformations toward more diversified, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable 

economies; greater and more stable finance for development; and stronger 

multilateralism in a multipolar world. However, the report reminds us, 

progress has been uneven. Inequality persists, the SDGs are off track, and 

ongoing crises continue to test our resolve.  



  

 

  

UNCTAD16 is therefore both timely and essential, a call to accelerate these 

transformations in a world confronting global turbulence, uncertainty, climate 

change, environmental challenges, geopolitical tensions, growing conflict and 

rapid technological disruption.  

Mr. President,  

The Pacific island countries represent some of the smallest and most 

vulnerable economies in the world, facing profound global challenges. Our 

distance from major markets, high transport and logistics costs, import 

dependency, and growing exposure to the impacts of climate change continue 

to constrain our development. Yet our strength lies in our resilience, 

innovation, and leadership in advancing climate action. The Pacific ocean is 

our greatest asset that must be sustainably managed for the benefit of our 

present and future generations. It unites our islands in common purpose - it 

is our home, our key to a future of infinite promise, and abundance given us. 

Therefore we continue to call for urgent global action to implement SDG14. 

The Third UN Ocean Conference in Nice marked a pivotal moment in our global 

ocean journey, but much more needs to be done. 

The recent Financing for Development Conference in Sevilla was, regrettably, 

a missed opportunity. Since the Rio Conference in 1992, we have made 

countless pledges and commitments to the development agenda. But too 

often, we simply rebrand and recycle old ideas while failing to deliver tangible 

progress. Meanwhile multilateralism is under siege, and international financial 

commitments are being eroded. Overseas development assistance is being cut 

significantly and the global financing gap for the SDGs stands at over $4 

trillion. Yet when it comes to war, funding is never in short supply. We must 

also address and confront the deep systemic inequities embedded in our global 

economic and financial architecture. Yesterday’s solutions are no match for 

today’s crises. A modern, just and inclusive financial system must be created 

– one that recognizes us, understands us, and that works for us. .  

We need renewed and urgent commitment to close the financial, 

technological, and capacity gaps that hinder our progress.  

For Samoa, multilateralism is a practical necessity and not just an abstract. It 

is therefore essential that the multilateral system, with the United Nations and 

its Charter at its core, be revitalised to meet the challenges of our time. 

Multilateralism must serve as a unifying force, preventing fragmentation while 

advancing sustainable development and fostering an open, prosperous global 

economy. Only through genuine cooperation and mutual trust can we forge 

solutions that no nation can achieve alone. 



  

 

  

Samoa joined UNCTAD in 1976 to strengthen our ability to participate 

effectively in global trade, attract investment and support our sustainable 

development goals. We acknowledge the important role of UNCTAD in 

supporting our trade and development priorities, particularly through 

initiatives that have strengthened our institutional and technical capacity.  

The Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA) has modernised 

Samoa’s customs operations, improving efficiency, transparency, and revenue 

collection. In the digital sphere, the E-Commerce Readiness Assessment and 

subsequent National E-Commerce Strategy laid the foundation for our growing 

digital economy. As we now move toward developing a comprehensive 

National E-Commerce Policy, Samoa seeks continued technical assistance to 

close policy and legislative gaps and to strengthen digital infrastructure and 

capacity. 

Partnerships through the Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations Plus 

and the establishment of the Samoa Trade Information Portal have improved 

trade transparency and reduced transaction costs for businesses. Samoa 

values this collaboration and calls for ongoing support to further enhance trade 

facilitation and data-driven reforms. Likewise, continued engagement in the 

Train-for-Trade programme and data collection, storage and analysis of non-

tariff measures (NTMs) which remains essential for better planning, 

monitoring and reporting on sustainable development. These initiatives not 

only build skills and promote compliance but also provide evidence-based 

insights critical to expanding market access and supporting Samoa’s broader 

development ambitions. 

We welcome the launch of the UNCTAD Strategy to Support Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS) in 2024. This strategy recognises the multiple and 

systemic vulnerabilities of SIDS nations while focusing on building productive 

capacities, fostering structural transformation, and promoting economic 

resilience. It aligns closely with the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS 

(ABAS), the new 10-year plan of action adopted at the Fourth International 

Conference on SIDS earlier this year. Samoa sees UNCTAD’s analytical and 

policy expertise as central to achieving the vision of resilient prosperity set 

out in ABAS. 

We encourage UNCTAD to strengthen its efforts to facilitate the effective 

implementation of the ABAS and the priorities set out in the  SIDS Strategy. 

We call on our partners to contribute to the SIDS Trust Fund to enable the 

targeted work for SIDS to be implemented. Our challenges as small island 

developing states remain profound, from high connectivity costs and narrow 

resource bases, with climate change being the single greatest threat to the 



  

 

  

livelihoods, security, and well-being of our people. Yet our commitment to 

transformation is equally strong. 

For UNCTAD’s work to remain impactful, it must continue to be people-

centred, inclusive, and grounded in the lived realities of SIDS. Samoa’s 

experience demonstrates that targeted, context-specific technical 

cooperation, when aligned with national priorities, delivers lasting results. 

Samoa also reaffirms and fully endorses the AOSIS Declaration on the special 

circumstances of SIDS, adopted recently in New York. We call on all states, 

international organisations, and treaty bodies to recognise and reflect these 

special circumstances in the design, interpretation and implementation of 

multilateral agreements, particularly as we conclude the outcomes document 

for this conference and define UNCTAD’s mandate for the next four years.  

Mr. President, 

For Samoa, shaping the future means building an economy that is inclusive, 

resilient, and sustainable, one that creates real opportunities for our people 

and future generations. We therefore call on UNCTAD to remain responsive, 

results-oriented, and relevant in supporting the small island developing states 

like Samoa, particularly in advancing digital trade, diversifying our economies, 

and building resilience to global shocks. 

We look forward to ensuring that UNCTAD16 delivers an outcome that places 

inclusivity and sustainability at the heart of global economic transformation. 

Together, through genuine partnership and shared responsibility, we can 

make trade and development the driving force of equitable progress for all 

member states, shaping their future in a changing world.  

Thank you. 
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