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Distinguished guest 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

I begin by expressing my gratitude to UNCTAD for convening this timely and significant 

gathering. Amidst the world's complex challenges, our presence here today is indispensable for 

forging consensus and advancing inclusive, sustainable development.  

We should utilize these platforms to reaffirm the indispensability of the multilateral system and 

act with determination and vigor to address the present global challenges. 

For Namibia, and indeed for many developing nations, industrialisation remains a core priority. 

It is recognised as the engine that drives structural transformation, fuels economic 

diversification, and ensures sustainable development. 

External forces severely limit the ability to execute industrial development strategies. 

Specifically, global trade and investment rules, compounded by the conditionalities on 

international finance, constrain the policy space required to deploy effective country-specific 

industrial policies. 

Namibia advocates for strengthening policy space, enabling countries to use vital tools, 

including targeted subsidies, strategic trade policies, and foreign investment regulation, to meet 

their national priorities. As there is no universal blueprint for industrialisation, countries must 

retain the autonomy to learn, adopt, innovate based on their own development agendas. 

Excellencies 

Illicit financial flows (IFFs) pose a significant threat to sustainable development, economic 

stability, and governance worldwide.  

These illegal movements of money across borders, often linked to tax evasion, corruption, 

money laundering, and the financing of criminal activities, deprive governments of critical 



resources needed for public services and infrastructure. According to various global estimates, 

developing countries lose hundreds of billions of dollars annually through IFFs, undermining 

governance, weakening institutions, and exacerbating inequality. 

 

Addressing IFFs requires international cooperation, greater transparency in financial systems, 

stronger enforcement of anti-money laundering regulations, and the capacity-building of local 

institutions and greater accountability from both public and private sector actors.  

 

It is essential that governments, multilateral institutions, and the private sector unite to create 

a system capable of detecting, preventing, and ultimately eliminating illicit financial flows. 

This action must be fully aligned with the broader agenda of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), particularly those focusing on good governance (SDG 16) and global 

collaboration (SDG 17). 

 

Excellencies 

 

For developing countries, the digital revolution holds immense potential to accelerate inclusive 

and sustainable progress. Digital technologies, when made accessible, affordable, and fully 

utilised, are powerful tools for innovation, better public services, and economic empowerment. 

Ultimately, digital inclusion is indispensable for equitable development.  

 

In the 21st century, closing the digital divide isn't just about access; it's a vital pathway to 

essential services like education and healthcare, as well as to broader economic opportunities. 

 

The digital divide remains a significant barrier; millions are excluded, and the benefits of digital 

transformation are neither automatic nor evenly distributed. Developing nations must confront 

challenges such as poor infrastructure, low digital literacy, regulatory gaps, and unequal access. 

To avoid deepening existing inequalities, digital development must be a strategic priority. This 

requires comprehensive action, including investing in connectivity, strengthening digital skills, 

supporting local innovation, and enforcing inclusive policies that ensure data protection and 

cybersecurity. 

 

We urgently call on governments, the private sector, and international partners to prioritise 

strategic investments in digital infrastructure and inclusive technologies. A truly connected 



world is one where every person, regardless of their background, is empowered to leverage 

digital tools to improve their lives, contribute to their communities, and actively shape their 

future. 
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Technology transfer plays a vital role in enabling developing countries to accelerate economic 

growth, enhance productivity, address climate challenges, and achieve sustainable 

development. Equitable access to advanced technologies across various sectors, including 

health, agriculture, energy, and digital innovation, is essential for closing development gaps 

and building resilient, knowledge-based economies. 

 

Despite its importance, many developing countries continue to face significant barriers to 

effective technology transfer.  

 

These obstacles include restrictive intellectual property regimes, limited local capacity to 

absorb and adapt new technologies, and insufficient international cooperation. These 

challenges ultimately perpetuate technological dependency and prevent developing nations 

from fully participating in the global innovation ecosystem. 

 

We call for strengthened global commitments to fair, transparent, and needs based technology 

transfers that are responsive to local priorities. This includes fostering public-private 

partnerships, building institutional and human capacity, facilitating knowledge exchange, and 

removing legal and financial obstacles that limit access to critical technologies. 
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Adequate, predictable, and sustainable financing is essential for developing countries to 

achieve inclusive economic growth, eradicate poverty, and meet the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). However, many developing nations continue to face significant financing gaps 

due to limited domestic resources, heavy debt burdens, and unequal access to global capital 

markets. 

 



Financing for development must therefore adopt a comprehensive strategy that goes beyond 

aid. In addition, ensure that ODA is structured to complement, not replace, domestic and 

private financing efforts. This strategy must include strengthening domestic resource 

mobilisation, enhancing debt sustainability, boosting international cooperation, leveraging 

private sector investment, and ensuring transparent and equitable global financial systems.  

 

To maximise its impact, financing for development must prioritise national development goals, 

it should be transparent and predictable and be void of extreme restrictive conditions. Crucially, 

it must also support strategic, transformative investments, including green industrialisation and 

building resilience against climate shocks. 
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Namibia, places great importance on the implementation of the AfCFTA, through which it 

seeks to diversify its economy, strengthen industrial capacity, and access broader markets.  

 

Strengthening trade under the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is essential to 

unlocking Africa’s full economic potential. The AFCFTA is a crucial agreement in achieving 

the Africa Agenda 2063 in regional integration.  

 

By removing trade barriers, harmonizing regulations, and enhancing infrastructure, the 

AfCFTA provides a transformative platform for African countries to increase intra-African 

trade, promote industrialization, and create sustainable employment opportunities. This is 

particularly important for developing economies, where regional cooperation is essential for 

enhancing competitiveness, attracting investment, and achieving inclusive and stable economic 

growth. 

 

It remains, therefore, imperative that Member States commit to the full implementation of the 

agreement, invest in trade facilitation, and support inclusive participation. A strong, united 

African trade bloc will not only deepen regional integration but will also elevate Africa's 

position in the global economy and ensure inclusive participation.  
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The adoption of the Pact for the Future in September 2024 was a significant achievement 

toward Sustainable development. It reaffirmed our collective aspiration to build a more 

sustainable world. The annexes: the Global Digital Compact and the Declaration on Future 

Generations, must now become tools of implementation, not mere declarations.  

 

These commitments must empower our countries, close the historical development gaps, and 

deliver real outcomes for the peoples of the Global South. The future we seek cannot be delayed 

or denied. 

 

Namibia reaffirms its commitment to the Pact by strengthening inclusive, accountable 

institutions; accelerating our climate action and environmental stewardship; promoting job‑rich 

and diversified economic growth; harnessing digital innovation to leave no one behind; and 

deepening partnerships domestic and international to mobilise sustainable finance and drive 

the transformative change needed for a more equitable and sustainable global economy.  

 

We remain convinced that the Pact for the Future offers a crucial opportunity for developing 

countries to reshape their development paths toward sustainability, fairness, and resilience. It 

renews global commitment to multilateralism, prioritizing issues important to the Global South 

such as poverty elimination, climate justice, food security, digital access, and fair financial 

opportunities which are at the core of international cooperation.  

 

Finally, Namibia firmly reaffirms her support to multilateralism and to collaborating with all 

partners to advance a fairer, more inclusive, and sustainable global agenda. 

 

 

I thank you. 
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