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Distinguished ministers,
Esteemed colleagues,

Madame Chair,

I have the distinct honour of addressing this 16th Session of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development in my capacity as Chair of the Group of Small Island Developing States.

SIDS are home to over 65 million people, spread across more than 1,000 islands in the Caribbean,
the Pacific, and the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Our nations are diverse in geography, culture, and
economic structure. Yet, we are united by shared vulnerabilities and a common aspiration for

sustainable development, resilience, and prosperity.

Despite our small size and limited share in global GDP, just 0.4 percent, SIDS are deeply integrated
into the global economy. Our economies are largely driven by services, particularly tourism,
finance, and real estate. Tourism alone contributes an average of 30 percent to our GDP. However,
this dependence on external markets and global trade renders us acutely vulnerable to economic
shocks, climate change, and systemic disruptions.

It is well-documented that SIDS face persistent trade and development challenges. Many of these
are structural: geographic isolation, small economic scale, narrow export bases, and high exposure
to climate risks. These factors have constrained our productive capacities and limited our ability
to diversify and grow. These figures reflect our vulnerability, but they do not reflect our potential.

Beneath these statistics lies a complex and dynamic reality. SIDS possess unique assets—tich
marine resources, vibrant cultures, strategic locations, and emerging sectors such as the Blue
Economy and digital services. We have the potential to challenge outdated development narratives

and shape a new, more prosperous future.



Madame chair,

The SIDS Group commends UNCTAD for the development of its dedicated SIDS Strategy,
which seeks to address these vulnerabilities by unlocking our comparative advantages and
removing key constraints to development. The strategy rightly calls for a new development
model—one that blends sectoral and economy-wide actions to build resilience, foster structural
transformation, and enhance international economic engagement. This model must be bold. It

must be transformative. And it must be inclusive.

UNCTAD has long championed the cause of vulnerable economies. Its analytical work and policy
support have helped shape global thinking on structural transformation and inclusive growth. We
are grateful for this partnership and for the organization’s steadfast advocacy on behalf of SIDS.

However, in today’s turbulent global context—marked by economic uncertainty, climate crises,
and geopolitical tensions—UNCTAD must scale up its institutional focus on the most vulnerable.
This includes enhanced support to SIDS, backed by appropriate resources and tailored

interventions.

On Tuesday, during our Ministerial Meeting, the SIDS Group adopted a Declaration that outlines
our priorities and calls for concrete action. I wish to highlight three critical areas:

First, the essential role of productive capacities and structural transformation. To build resilience
and reduce vulnerability, SIDS Ministers called for forward-looking strategies that harness our
comparative advantages in sectors such as the Blue Economy, ICT, and services trade. We need
stronger investment in sustainable tourism, support for SMEs, and financing mechanisms to

address climate-related disasters.

Second, the need to recognize and integrate the unique vulnerabilities and special circumstances
of SIDS into multilateral frameworks. Our geographic isolation, economic scale, and climate
exposure must be explicitly considered in global agreements and support mechanisms. Only then
can we build resilience and reduce systemic risks.

Third, the importance of revitalizing partnerships. We call on UNCTAD to intensify its
collaboration with development institutions, the UN system, regional organizations, and the
private sector. These partnerships are essential to mobilize resources, share knowledge, and deliver
impact.



Distinguished ministers, dear colleagues,

Beyond policy and analysis, UNCTAD’s technical support has been invaluable. From
entrepreneurship development and commercial diplomacy to investment policy and debt
management, the organization has provided targeted assistance aligned with its SIDS Strategy.

We particularly welcome UNCTAD’s support in enhancing regional and multilateral integration,
and in developing industrial and trade policies tailored to our needs. These efforts are crucial for
achieving the targets of the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS) and the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. We also recognize the importance of building institutional and
human capacities. SIDS must develop the right mix of policies to foster higher value-added
production and more sophisticated economic structures. Therefore, we call for a dedicated
UNCTAD programme to support productive capacity building, including the establishment of
Centres of Excellence at national and regional levels

One of the most impactful tools has been the National Productive Capacities Gap Assessments.
These assessments help countries identify core development bottlenecks and chart pathways for
transformation. As called for in the ABAS, we urge UNCTAD to expand this work and support
SIDS in closing these gaps.

We are also encouraged by the work UNCTAD is undertaking in the context of its project,
“Stronger and Greener Productive Capacities for Just Transitions in Caribbean Small Island
Developing States (SIDS)”. The focus on enhancing data governance and management,
developing Holistic Productive Capacities Development Programmes, and conducting National
Productive Capacities Gap Assessments for four pilot countries: Antigua and Barbuda, the
Dominican Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, and Jamaica, will provide valuable lessons for other
SIDS in enhancing their productive capacities and making progress on structural transformation.
Looking ahead, scaling this support to SIDS in other regions would be critical, as outlined in the
Antigua and Barbuda Action Strategy.

Madame Chair,

Allow me to conclude by stating that for SIDS the road ahead is challenging, but it is also full of
opportunities. We can take this moment to visualize development for SIDS not as a story of
vulnerability, but as a story of resilience, creativity, and transformation. We look forward to
working together to ensure that SIDS are well-equipped to prosper in a rapidly changing global
economy.

Thank you.
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