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Excellencies, dear colleagues,

I would like to sincerely thank UNCTAD for inviting the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean (PAM) at this important meeting.

Today I bring the voices of 35 Parliaments from the Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf regions,
which are deeply committed to promoting peace, dialogue, and sustainable development
across our region.

The 16" Session of this Conference comes at a very timely moment, as we confront
unprecedented challenges - from disruptions to global trade to the triple planetary crisis
of climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution.

Sustainable and inclusive growth depends on boosting investment, entrepreneurship, and
trade diversification.

In addition, supporting green initiatives and services can create jobs and build resilient
economies.

This presents an opportunity, to which regional and international parliaments can
greatly contribute to by supporting legal and regulatory frameworks that foster enterprise,
attract investment, and ensure these resources reach the communities that need them most.

For this reason, in recent years PAM has intensified its work on key issues that are also
central to this Conference: trade and development, digital transformation, climate action,
and access to finance.

Nevertheless, persistent challenges continue to undermine progress.
In this context, the WTO difficulties in adapting and reforming to a rapidly changing

global economy and complex geopolitical landscape represent a major obstacle to
sustainable global trade.



That is why today UNCTAD’s work is vital in aligning trade, investment, and development
policies, mobilizing finance, and leveraging the digital economy to support sustainable
development.

On this, I am proud to recall that in 2024 PAM was granted Permanent Observer Status
by UNCTAD, marking a new chapter in our longstanding cooperation.

This cooperation would also be instrumental in supporting several key initiatives that PAM
is promoting since its very inception, such as the creation of a Euro-Mediterranean and
Gulf Free Trade Area.

PAM has adopted several Resolutions calling on Member Parliaments to gradually remove
trade barriers and tariffs — as a first step.

Building upon the example of the EU, this would represent the first step towards the
creation of a fully Integrated Economic Community in our regions.

This would boost North-South and South-South trade, reduce dependence on global
supply chains, and strengthen regional economic resilience.

However, this enhanced cooperation would need to entail a coherent energy transition
strategy as well.

That is why PAM supports the creation of a Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Energy
Community — which can also foster regional investment initiatives.

This linkage is becoming every year more evident at our Economic Parliamentary
Forum, which we organize every year in Marrakech, together with Morocco’s House of
Councilors.

The Third Marrakesh Economic Parliamentary Forum, held last May, reminded us just how
important parliamentary diplomacy is in shaping fair and sustainable economic governance
for trade, as parliamentarians can turn global trade and investment goals into real national
reforms.

The Forum also highlighted that parliamentary action is essential to build more inclusive
trade systems, reform global finance, and promote women’s economic empowerment as a
driver of sustainable growth.

Ahead of the Fourth Edition of the Marrakech Forum, to be held on 27-28 March 2026,
PAM looks forward to continuing its collaboration with UNCTAD, translating multilateral
strategies into concrete regional parliamentary actions.

Thank you.
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