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Statement by the His Excellency, Sumbue Antas
At the Sixteenth Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD 16)
Theme: “Shaping the Future: Driving Economic Transformation for
Equitable, Inclusive and Sustainable Development”

Mr. President,
Madam Secretary-General,
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

Vanuatu is honoured to address this Sixteenth Session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development. Vanuatu aligns itself with the statements

delivered by the Group of 77 and China.

We thank UNCTAD for convening this important session under a theme that goes
to the heart of today’s global challenges — how to shape a future that serves both

people and planet through equity, inclusivity, and sustainability

Mr. President,
The theme of this Conference is not abstract for us — it is a reflection of our daily
reality. For small island developing states, the quest for an equitable, inclusive,

and sustainable future is not a policy debate; it is a matter of survival.



At a time when inequalities are deepening and the planet’s limits are being tested,
the world must move beyond rhetoric to reshape the global economic order so

that no nation’s progress comes at the expense of another’s survival.

Mr. President,

Allow me first to acknowledge UNCTAD’s continued partnership and support to
Vanuatu. During our journey toward graduation from the Least Developed
Countries category, UNCTAD’s technical assistance was pivotal in helping us
design trade and economic policies that sustain our integration into regional and

international markets.

Through our cooperation, UNCTAD has also strengthened our digital economy.
In 2022, with its support, we launched the Automated System for Relief
Consignments (ASYREC), enabling our National Disaster Management Office
to coordinate humanitarian assistance more effectively during climate-related

disasters.

In e-commerce, UNCTAD helped Vanuatu Post automate customs clearance for
small parcels, enhancing trade efficiency and supporting inclusive participation
of small businesses in the digital marketplace.

These partnerships demonstrate what equitable and inclusive cooperation can

achieve in practice.

Mr. President,

On 17 December 2024, a 7.3 magnitude earthquake devastated our capital, Port
Vila. While our people remain resilient, recovery has been painfully slow —
constrained by limited resources and persistent structural vulnerabilities. For
nations like Vanuatu, the question of how the global economic landscape can

better serve people and planet is existential.



We are among those least responsible for global emissions, yet we suffer most
from their effects. The storms that destroy our homes, the seas that threaten our
lands, and the debts that burden our economies —these are the costs of a system

that has valued profit over people and growth over justice.

At the same time, the international trade and financial systems continue to
marginalize the small and the vulnerable. We face barriers to market access,
limited productive capacities, and high exposure to external shocks. For equity,
inclusivity, and sustainability, these systemic injustices must be addressed. A

global economy built only for the powerful cannot deliver a sustainable future for

all.

Mr. President,
To shape a fair and sustainable future, we must reform the global economic
architecture itself.

o First, financial access must reflect vulnerability, not GDP. The
Multidimensional Vulnerability Index must move from promise to
implementation — now, not in another decade.

o Second, we must end the debt cycle that forces vulnerable nations to
rebuild after every disaster with borrowed money at unaffordable rates.

o Third, global trade must be fair as well as free, enabling developing
countries to build productive capacities, add value to their exports, and
integrate sustainably into supply chains.

« Finally, climate action must be recognised as an economic imperative.
Every trade and investment decision should align with our collective
responsibility to protect the planet.

This is how we drive transformation that is truly equitable, inclusive, and

sustainable.



Mr. President,
Vanuatu contributes almost nothing to global emissions, yet we face the gravest

climate impacts.

Our Pacific Leaders, in 2018, declared climate change the single greatest threat
to the livelihood, security, and wellbeing of our peoples.
We welcome its growing recognition as a global security issue, but for us, the

challenge remains real and immediate.

If we are to shape a sustainable future, global commitments must translate into
practical support: accessible climate finance, technology transfer, and predictable
loss-and-damage mechanisms. Only then can the most vulnerable nations build

true resilience.

Mr. President,
Vanuatu has taken bold steps to shape its own destiny —from graduating from
the LDC category, to advancing international environmental and legal initiatives,

and to leading efforts to recognise ecocide as an international crime within the

IUCN framework.

For us, economic transformation is not about catching up to others. It is about
building a future that is fair, inclusive, and sustainable —a future where no
nation’s development is held hostage by geography or vulnerability, and where
progress is measured not only by GDP, but by the wellbeing of our people and

the health of our environment.

UNCTAD’s role remains central in realising that vision. As the principal UN

body dealing with trade, investment, and development, UNCTAD must continue



to champion the needs of the most vulnerable and ensure that no one — and no

country — is left behind.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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