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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, dear colleagues, 

It is a great honor to address the Sixteenth UNCTAD Conference here in Geneva and 

to connect with leaders from across the world. 

Let me begin by expressing Lithuania’s sincere appreciation to Secretary-General 

Rebeca Grynspan for her unwavering commitment to ensuring that UNCTAD remains 

a vital platform for shaping inclusive and sustainable development. 

We meet at the intersection of multiple global crises — acts of aggression, armed 

conflicts, deepening inequalities, climate change, and emerging challenges such as 

artificial intelligence, technological disruption, and cybersecurity. 

There is no escaping the fact that peace and development are inseparably linked. 

Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine stands as a devastating reminder of how 

aggression can erase decades of progress. Its consequences extend far beyond 

Ukraine — undermining global poverty reduction efforts, reversing development 

progress across Europe and beyond and devastating the agriculture of one of the 

world’s leading food producers. 



 

Dear colleagues, 

Lithuania fully aligns with UNCTAD’s vision to shape the future. The theme of this 

conference — resonates deeply with Lithuania’s own journey. 

As a small and open economy, Lithuania knows that cooperation multiplies strength. 

We depend on international trade, open markets, and fair competition. We have always 

supported a rules-based multilateral trading system, because only through clear and 

predictable rules can global trade truly serve people and foster development. 

Lithuania’s experience demonstrates that true economic transformation is possible 

when openness, innovation, and inclusion go hand in hand. 

Over the past three decades, Lithuania has evolved into a competitive, knowledge-

driven society — built on strong institutions, digital governance, and investment in 

human capital.  

Lithuania’s GovTech Lab has become a regional model of how public institutions can 

partner with startups to deliver smarter, more inclusive digital services, while the 

country’s ambitious goal of 100% renewable electricity by 2030 shows how green 

growth can also strengthen energy independence.  

Lithuania’s ICT sector is active in 22 African countries, demonstrating the growing 

global reach of its digital expertise. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs continues to 

encourage deeper business engagement in development cooperation, aiming to 

foster inclusive growth and sustainable partnerships across the continent. 

Lithuania is actively strengthening its economic resilience and promoting new 

partnerships. Our journey proves that sustainable transformation requires not only 



sound reforms, but also trust, transparency, and a commitment to ensure that progress 

benefits all segments of society. 

 

Excellencies, 

At the same time, we believe that lasting progress cannot depend solely on external 

support — whether in the form of aid, financing, or technical assistance. 

True sustainability comes from the ability to adopt and adapt effective practices that 

have proven successful elsewhere. 

Developing countries can look beyond traditional assistance models — toward shared 

knowledge, institutional learning, and genuine peer-to-peer cooperation. 

UNCTAD has a unique role in facilitating this exchange — turning experience 

into capacity, and capacity into opportunity. 

Lithuania stands ready to share its own experience — showing how openness, digital 

innovation, and strong institutions can drive inclusive growth.  We remain committed 

to working with all partners across regions to build an economy that is green, digital, 

and fair — leaving no one behind. 

Thank you. 
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