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Ms. Rebecca Grynspan, Secretary General of UNCTAD, 

Excellences, 

Distinguished delegates, 

I wish to commence my remarks by expressing our deepest gratitude to 

UNCTAD and the Government of Switzerland for convening and graciously 

hosting this important conference, held under a theme that resonates deeply 

with our national aspirations. 

The Kingdom of Lesotho fully aligns itself with the statements delivered on 

behalf of the G77 and China, the African Group, the LDCs and LLDCs.  

Lesotho reaffirms its unwavering commitment to multilateralism as the 

foundation of global cooperation. We believe that inclusive, rules-based 

international engagement is essential to address shared challenges, from 

climate change and inequality to trade imbalances and digital divide. We 

commend UNCTAD’s role in fostering consensus and amplifying the voices 

of Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Landlocked Developing Countries 

(LLDCs). 

Mr. President 

We welcome the timely adoption of the Seville Declaration at the Fourth 

International Conference on Financing for Development (FFD4), which calls 

for a renewed global compact to finance sustainable development. Lesotho 

also endorses the Awaza Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing 

Countries (LLDCs) 2024-2034, which provides a strategic framework to 

overcome geographic constraints through infrastructure, connectivity, and 

regional integration. 

These frameworks are vital for enhancing trade as a tool for development, 

and we urge UNCTAD to continue supporting their implementation through 

policy guidance and technical assistance. 
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Trade facilitation remains a cornerstone for unlocking our export potential, 

reducing transaction costs, and integrating more deeply into regional and 

global value chains, thereby shaping the future of our country. Lesotho has 

made significant progress in implementing the WTO Trade Facilitation 

Agreement (TFA). However, many of its provisions remain under Category 

C, requiring targeted technical assistance and capacity-building. We call 

upon UNCTAD and development partners to support our efforts to meet 

definitive implementation deadlines and to strengthen our trade logistics and 

customs modernization. 

As UNCTAD marks six decades of commitment to advancing trade and 

development, Lesotho pays tribute to its enduring contribution. From 

pioneering trade analysis to supporting customs modernization through 

initiatives such as ASYCUDA, UNCTAD has been a trusted partner in our 

development journey. We applaud the Global Leaders Forum’s call to chart 

a new development course in a changing world and urge UNCTAD to remain 

bold, responsive, inclusive and innovative. 

Mr. President 

We cannot talk about shaping the future leaving behind the youth whose 

future seems to be blurry. Lesotho has recently declared youth 

unemployment a state of disaster. With over 40% of our youth unemployed, 

we face a crisis that threatens social cohesion and long-term development. 

To this end, we are in the final stage of producing a response strategy that 

we urge UNCTAD and other development partners to support the 

programmes that we envisage to accelerate youth empowerment and 

creation of decent jobs for our young people. 

Finally, Mr. President 

In Lesotho, we are committed to diversifying our economy through digital 

innovation aimed at driving e-commerce and digital trade. However, there 

remains a pressing need for increased investment in digital infrastructure. 

We are also implementing programs to strengthen regional integration, 
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particularly by leveraging the African Continental Free Trade Agreement 

(AfCFTA) and other regional frameworks to increase our productive 

capacities and diversify our markets.   

Additionally, it is worth mentioning that Lesotho being richly endowed with 

renewable energy potential that can transform our economy and strengthen 

regional energy security through investments in hydropower, wind, and solar, 

the Head of State of the Kingdom of Lesotho, His Majesty King Letsie III, has 

launched the “Just Energy Transition Initiative”, a forward-looking model 

to attract investment aligned with our climate and energy goals.  

We therefore invite UNCTAD and all development partners, financial 

institutions, as well as the private sector, to walk this journey with us, 

providing the tools, knowledge, and solidarity needed to shape a future that 

is truly equitable and sustainable. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 
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