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Statement by  

H.E. Mr. Abdulla Abdullatif Abdulla 

At the 16th Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

Geneva, 20-23 October, 2025 

President of the Sixteenth Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 

Secretary-General of UNCTAD Ms. Rebeca Grynspan, 

Distinguished dignitaries, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am honored to represent the Kingdom of Bahrain at the 16th Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development.  

I am also greatly honored to convey the greetings of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and of His Royal 

Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,  the Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Bahrain, as well as the 

Government and the people of the Kingdom of Bahrain, to H.E. Federal Chancillor Guy Parmelin, the Government, and 

the people of Switzerland, and to commend their long-standing commitment to UNCTAD as hosts of this important 

Conference. 

Mister President, 

The Kingdom of Bahrain attaches great importance to the work of UNCTAD and to its vital role in promoting 

sustainable, inclusive, and equitable economic growth. The theme of this year’s session — “Shaping the future: 

Driving economic transformation for equitable, inclusive and sustainable development” — aptly captures our shared 

ambition to harness trade and investment as engines of progress and prosperity for all. 

Bahrain reaffirms its unwavering commitment to open markets, constructive international cooperation, and a 

predictable, rules-based trading system. Guided by our national economic vision, the Kingdom continues to 

implement forward-looking policies aimed at diversification, competitiveness, and private-sector empowerment, with 

a particular focus on maintaining an enabling environment for trade and investment. 
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Our regulatory frameworks have been strengthened to encourage foreign direct investment, facilitate partnerships 

with the private sector, and foster entrepreneurship and innovation. These efforts are supported by sustained 

investment in human capital, infrastructure, and technology, ensuring that growth remains inclusive and future-

oriented. 

Bahrain also continues to advance its digital transformation agenda, investing in connectivity, innovation, and 

technology-driven industries. These initiatives reflect the Kingdom’s determination to build a knowledge-based 

economy that contributes actively to the digital transition, in line with UNCTAD’s work on digital trade and 

development. 

Mister President, 

The Kingdom of Bahrain values UNCTAD’s unique role as a forum for policy dialogue, research, and capacity-building. 

We particularly welcome its continued support to developing economies, small states, and vulnerable countries in 

strengthening their integration into the global economy. 

Bahrain remains ready to work closely with all Member States and with UNCTAD to advance practical cooperation in 

areas such as investment promotion, trade facilitation, digital economy, and technical assistance. We believe that 

strengthening such partnerships is essential to achieving balanced, inclusive, and sustainable global growth. 

Mister President, 

The Kingdom of Bahrain looks forward to the success of this Conference and to outcomes that will help shape a fairer 

and more resilient global economy. We are confident that under this able leadership, UNCTAD16 will reaffirm the 

value of multilateralism and deliver tangible results that benefit all nations. 

Before concluding, allow me once again to express our appreciation to you, Mister President, and to the Government 

and people of Switzerland for their generous hospitality and continued dedication to this important institution. 

Thank you, Mister President. 
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