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Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates. Greetings from my home of Nauru. 

As a Small Island Developing State and proud member of the Pacific Islands 

Forum, the Republic of Nauru brings to this Assembly a perspective forged by 

real-world constraints and aspirations — an economy limited in size, constrained 

by geographic isolation, and directly vulnerable to global threats such as climate 

change and external economic shocks. Yet we are also a nation of resilience, hope 

and ambition. In our context, transformation is urgent, inclusive growth is 

essential, and sustainability is not optional. 

Our national journey underscores the fact that economic transformation for SIDS 

is not simply about growth, but about hope, inclusion and resilience. Ours is an 

intersecting challenge of transformation and vulnerability, and so building on our 

National Sustainable Development Strategy, we have charted a path that places 

our people, our land and our ocean at the centre of development. We are 

advancing renewable energy, investing in human capital, revitalising our fisheries 

and agriculture, and strengthening our infrastructure. These measures are critical 

to ensuring that every citizen of Nauru — regardless of gender or background — 

can participate in, and benefit from, development. 

But we must emphasise that if transformation is to be meaningful, it must be 

equitable and sustainable. For Nauru, “equity” means ensuring that no one is left 

behind — women, youth, the elderly and the disabled. “Sustainable” means 

safeguarding the natural environment upon which we wholly depend, recognising 

that our fragile ecosystem and narrow economic base are intrinsically linked. 

Recently, at the 54th Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting, the region 

reaffirmed our shared ambition to act now for an integrated Blue Pacific 

Continent. Our regional solidarity emphasised resources and economic 

development, people-centred development, and the twin threats posed by climate 

change and external economic pressures. For Nauru, this matters deeply: while 

we act nationally, we do so in solidarity with our Pacific neighbours, because as 

stated by UN Secretary General Guterres at UNGA80 last month, ´when the 

Pacific wins, we all win´. 



In this regard, UNCTAD’s mandate to shape trade, investment, development and 

global economic policy is of particular relevance to SIDS. The imperatives of 

trade-policy coherence, inclusive investment, capacity development and 

concessional financing echo loudly for our region. Nauru therefore calls for 

global frameworks that genuinely reflect the realities of small island economies 

and the Blue Pacific vision, including the key priorities of access to concessional 

finance and debt-resilience, fair trade and investment frameworks, capacity 

development and technical assistance. We ask UNCTAD, therefore, to continue 

championing trade regimes that recognise the structural disadvantages of SIDS, 

the need for capacity building, and the importance of meaningful market access 

for our goods and services. To maximise the benefits of transformation, Pacific 

Island states require sustained support: to implement policies, to strengthen 

institutions, to harness digital connectivity and value chains, and to integrate into 

the global economy on our own terms. 

Colleagues, climate change remains an existential threat to our people’s 

livelihoods and security. It is imperative that trade and development policies, 

investment flows and infrastructure planning take full account of climate risk, 

nature-based solutions, and the sustainable management of our oceans and marine 

resources.  Our development vision is not only about GDP. It is about health and 

education, about social services, gender equality, youth opportunity, and a future 

in which all citizens share the prosperity of a transformed economy.  

The Republic of Nauru stands ready to work collaboratively with UNCTAD, our 

Pacific Forum colleagues and all Member States to forge a global economic 

architecture that is equitable, inclusive and sustainable. We recognise the 

indispensable role of partnerships — but we also insist that such partnerships 

respect sovereignty, enable ownership of our development paths, and empower 

small island states. 

We reaffirm our commitment to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

and the SAMOA Pathway, and we align ourselves with the Pacific vision of the 

2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent — a vision grounded in unity, 

resilience and prosperity for all Pacific peoples.  

Transformation is not and should not be the exclusive privilege of large states or 

advanced economies. It is the becoming increasingly the urgent imperative of 

those whose future literally depends on every policy choice made here today and 

in other fora a like this. For the Pacific, the future is now, and it needs to be shaped 

together — equitably, inclusively, and sustainably. 

Mwa tubwa and thank you. 
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