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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honor for the Republic of Moldova to take part in the sixteenth session of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development.
We commend UNCTAD for its continued leadership in advancing a fair, inclusive, and
forward-looking global economic agenda—one that puts sustainable development,
resilience, and equity at its core.

Allow me also to express our sincere appreciation to the Government of
Switzerland for their warm hospitality and for hosting this important conference.

Today’s world faces overlapping crises that test the resilience of every nation.
Throughout its history, Moldova has faced enduring challenges — scarce natural
resources, a high dependence on external energy, and waves of emigration that have
shaped our society and economy. These long-standing realities have been further
deepened by Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, which has disrupted trade routes,
strained energy supplies, and amplified regional instability.

Yet, our response has been one of determination and reform. We have diversified
energy sources, expanded trade partnerships, and accelerated structural reforms
aimed at strengthening competitiveness and reducing vulnerabilities.

These actions are not only economic measures—they are steps toward a more
resilient and future-ready Moldova, aligned with the European Union and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Our progress in these areas is closely tied to our European integration aspirations
and the achievements made since obtaining EU candidate status. We remain firmly
committed to advancing the reforms required for EU accession—deepening institutional
resilience, enhancing competitiveness, and aligning with European standards and values.



This strategic orientation defines Moldova’s modernization path, reinforcing
our role as a reliable partner that contributes to regional stability, connectivity, and
sustainable development.

Backed by the EU Growth Plan, Moldova is entering a new cycle of reforms
and investments. Our progress is recognized internationally: Fitch Ratings reaffirmed
Moldova’s B+ rating with a stable outlook, confirming our economic resilience. Moldova
ranks 30th in the Sustainable Development Report, 74th in the Global Innovation
Index, and 7th globally in the Gender Gap Index—reflecting our commitment to a
modern, inclusive, and forward-looking society.

Women’s leadership and youth entrepreneurship are central to our development
model. We see gender equality and innovation not as aspirations, but as drivers of
competitiveness and long-term sustainability.

In line with one of this year’s UNCTAD topic of advancing digital inclusion,
Moldova strongly believes that technology and innovation are key enablers of inclusive
growth and sustainable development. For small and developing economies like ours,
digital transformation is not a luxury—it is a necessity for connecting markets,
empowering people, and ensuring that no one is left behind in the global digital economy.

Digitalization is a  cornerstone  of  Moldova’s  modernization.
Over 65% of government-to-business services and 55% of government-to-citizen
services are already online—improving transparency, accessibility, and efficiency.

The ICT sector now contributes over 8.3% to GDP serving as both a growth
engine and an enabler of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)—notably
innovation, infrastructure, and strong institutions.

Trade remains a key pillar of our sustainable development strategy.
Over the past decade, Moldova has doubled its exports to the European Union, now
representing 67% of total trade. This is a witness to our success in implementing trade
facilitation measures, harmonizing standards, and improving customs procedures in line
with WTO and EU frameworks.

We are diversifying our export base by promoting high-value sectors—IT
services, renewable energy, light manufacturing, and sustainable agriculture.
Our government provides targeted support for SMEs and start-ups, and other fiscal
incentives are encouraging domestic investment and innovation.

Trade facilitation reforms—supported by UNCTAD’s technical assistance and
digital trade programs—have been instrumental in simplifying customs processes,
increasing transparency, and integrating Moldova into global value chains.

We are working to ensure that economic growth is inclusive, tackling regional
disparities and ensuring that every citizen—urban or rural, young or elderly—benefits
from modernization.

This is the essence of our National Development Strategy “European Moldova
20307, which integrates all Sustainable Development Goals into our policy framework.



Excellencies,
The challenges facing small, landlocked, and developing economies like ours cannot be
overcome in isolation.

That is why we deeply value the role of UNCTAD and the United Nations system
in providing policy advice, capacity building, and analytical tools to strengthen national
competitiveness and resilience, bridging the gap between policy design and
implementation.

Through this cooperation, we are better equipped to integrate into regional and
global economic systems, attract sustainable investment, and advance the SDGs.

We strongly reaffirm our commitment to multilateralism and to a rules-based
international trading system that ensures fairness, transparency, and inclusivity.

Mr. President,

As we look toward the future, Moldova stands ready to work hand in hand with
UNCTAD and all partners to shape a global economy that is more equitable, inclusive,
and sustainable.

Thank you.
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