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Statement of the Republic of Latvia

at the General Debate of the 16th United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD16)

Your Excellencies,
Dear Colleagues,

| would like to begin by thanking Switzerland and the Secretariat for their
outstanding work in organizing this conference and bringing together a wide
range of stakeholders.

Since the last Conference four years ago, the global landscape has rapidly
evolved, presenting both opportunities and challenges. In an era marked by
geopolitical instability, fragmentation, and growing pressure on democratic
values and international law, Latvia views multilateral cooperation as
essential for identifying and implementing shared solutions to both present
and emerging challenges.

We fully support the UN Secretary-General’s UN80 reform initiative and
urgently underscore the importance of ensuring that UNCTAD, together with
the broader multilateral framework, continues to adapt and evolve in
response to shifting global realities. It must deliver effective, forward-looking
solutions that address the complex demands of the 21st century. We
commend the efforts of Secretary-General Rebeca Grynspan to revitalize
UNCTAD and strengthen its role in advancing effective multilateralism.

Trade - a driver of development and integration - is under strain. Now is the
time to seize the shift toward new trade dynamics and opportunities that
come with it, while also mitigating emerging risks. Rising protectionism,
fragmented supply chains, and unequal access to global markets threaten to
widen existing gaps and undermine the potential of trade as a catalyst for
sustainable and inclusive growth. At UNCTAD 16, revitalizing trade as a force
to build resilience, equity, and transformation must be at the center of our
collective efforts.



Conflicts have taken a heavy toll on our ability to achieve SDGs, and it has
cost thousands of people’s lives and livelihoods. Wars such as Russia’s war
of aggression against Ukraine and the conflict in Middle East have severely
disrupted the global economy. When an aggressor openly defies the rules-
based international order, as Russia has done in Ukraine, it becomes our
collective duty to uphold the principles of international cooperation and
address blatant disregard for international law, effective multilateralism and
rules-based international order.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development remains the blueprint for
harnessing technology, advancing climate action, and promoting inclusive
economic growth. However, we are off the track to achieve SDGs, and much
of the progress already achieved is in danger due to geopolitical shifts and
accelerating impacts of technology and climate change of a scale not seen
before. We must actively use innovative approaches to strengthen UNCTAD’s
role in advancing the 2030 Agenda, ensuring its work delivers tangible results
for global development in this day and age.

In the world rapidly taken over by technological progress, Latvia reaffirms its
commitment to the global effort to ensure that digital technologies serve the
benefit of all humanity. Every society should have the opportunity to benefit
from technological progress. But we must also be equipped to address the
inherent risks related to technological progress. Closing digital divides,
upholding international law and human rights, and ensuring safety and
security in the digital space must remain priorities. We have to build
capacities and address gaps to make sure everyone can participate and fully
access the opportunities of the digital economy.

Artificial intelligence requires the most urgent and coordinated international
response. Al holds great promise: advancing human development, driving
economic growth, enabling scientific breakthroughs and innovation, but
without proper risk management and distribution of benefits, this can
become another factor that drives insecurity and inequality.



Technology and innovation play a transformative role in addressing climate
change. It continues to be a major global threat that is alarmingly overlooked
and affects our ability to achieve SDGs and build more resistant economies.
Climate change is a crisis that no state has the ability to solve on its own. We
must continue to work together to achieve significant progress in this area.

Ladies and gentlemen,

We cannot allow the challenges that we are facing now, to be used as
justification for abandoning our values and principles. We must center
human rights, gender equality, and the empowerment of women, girls,
and youth in our development efforts. As the global community, we have a
responsibility to empower and to ensure that all communities have their
voices heard and can fully participate in driving progress and economies
forward.

As a country that has undergone economic transition itself, Latvia strongly
supports UNCTAD’s mission to strengthen the capacity of the least
developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island
developing states. For example, in 2023 and 2024, Latvia implemented
education and entrepreneurship development projects for girls and women
in Zambia, and in 2025, we are supporting digital and STEM education for
women in Tanzania. Since 2023, Latvia has engaged in the development of
sustainable agriculture solutions in Rwanda. Additionally, since 2020, our
State Audit Office continues work on financial governance reform through
capacity building of the National Audit of Gambia. We will continue share our
knowledge and experience to bridge existing gaps.

To conclude, we firmly subscribe to the notion that shared prosperity can
become a universal reality if nations act in solidarity and cooperation to build
a more inclusive and sustainable world.

Thank you!
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