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Chairperson, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Sweden aligns itself with the EU statement. 

Allow me to begin by expressing my sincere gratitude to our host country, 
Switzerland, for their excellent organization of the sixteenth session of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 

Let me also warmly congratulate Secretary-General Rebeca Grynspan and 
commend her leadership in steering UNCTAD through a time of profound 
global transformation. Sweden values UNCTAD’s role as a thought leader 
and catalyst for inclusive and sustainable development. 

UNCTAD has an important role in supporting developing countries’ 
integration into the global economy, an ambition which rhymes well with 
Sweden’s international development cooperation strategy. We encourage 
UNCTAD to continue fostering enabling environments for private sector 
development, particularly in support of small and medium-sized enterprises, 
women-led businesses, and digital entrepreneurs in developing countries. A 
key pillar of development is to allow entrepreneurship, innovation, and 
private investment to help drive inclusive growth.  

One of the clearest expressions of Sweden’s commitment to this is our 
strong support for Aid for Trade initiatives. These efforts help developing 



2 (3)

 

countries build trade capacity and enhance their ability to benefit from global 
markets.  

In this context, we are particularly proud to be a core donor of UNCTAD’s 
E-commerce and Digital Economy Programme, which plays a vital role in 
helping countries harness the potential of digital technologies for inclusive 
development. The digital transformation creates immense opportunities for 
growth, job creation and sustainable development around the world. But 
rapid development also presents challenges. For developing countries to 
address these requires policy responses and actions in many areas which are 
well reflected in UNCTAD’s program activities. 

We acknowledge the continued need for Aid for Trade to support 
developing countries, in particular the least developed countries (LDCs), to 
take advantage of the opportunities brought about by trade liberalization. 
That is why Sweden is one of the largest Aid for Trade supporters, donating 
an estimated 490 million dollars only in 2024. 

We have also established the Open Trade Gate Sweden, which is a facility 
that is dedicated to assisting exporters in developing countries with trade and 
market access.  

Trade is a powerful engine for economic growth, poverty reduction, and 
sustainable development. A core foundation to ensure that trade fosters 
development is a stable and transparent global trade architecture. Hence, 
Sweden is a firm supporter of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the 
rules-based multilateral trading system.  

In this regard, we look forward to the upcoming 14th WTO Ministerial 
Conference (MC14) as an important opportunity to advance meaningful 
outcomes for developing countries, particularly in areas such as investment 
facilitation and digital trade. We encourage UNCTAD to work closely with 
the WTO and other relevant organizations to promote coherence and 
impact across the global trade and development agenda. 

For trade to deliver on its full potential, it must also be underpinned by 
predictable, transparent, and understandable domestic legal frameworks. 
Such frameworks are essential to attract investment, foster entrepreneurship, 
and enable businesses—not least small and medium-sized enterprises—to 
participate meaningfully in global value chains. WTO’s plurilateral initiative, 
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the Investment Facilitation for Development Agreement, supported by 127 
of its member states, and related technical assistance, can help in this regard.  

As we mark UN’s 80th anniversary, we see a unique opportunity to embark 
on a reform process to further strengthen the UN to make it fit for purpose. 
UNCTAD has a unique and strategic role to play in the UN80 reform 
agenda, to contribute to make the UN system more agile, effective, cost-
efficient, coherent, and responsive to today’s global challenges. We 
encourage UNCTAD to be ambitious and proactive in its reform efforts in 
which UNCTAD plays a key role in shaping global discourse on trade and 
sustainable development for all – where trade can be a force for nature: 
protecting biodiversity, creating jobs, and diversifying economies. 

Let me conclude by saying that Sweden is a committed supporter of 
multilateralism, the UN-system as a whole and to UNCTAD as a platform to 
promote trade as a tool for inclusive and sustainable development. Sweden 
stands ready to work with all partners to ensure that UNCTAD continues to 
deliver meaningful results for developing countries.  

Thank you. 

 

Geneva, 22 October 2025 

 
 
 


	U16_Statement_template_
	Sweden



