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INTRODUCTION

(i) The ei ghteenth executive session of the Trade and Devel opnment Board was
held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on 10 July 1998. The executive session
consi sted of two nmeetings - the 893rd and 894th plenary neetings of the Board.
The agenda of the eighteenth executive session is reproduced in annex | bel ow



1. TEXT ADOPTED BY THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD
AT ITS EIGHTEENTH EXECUTIVE SESSION

OUTCOME OF THE MID-TERM REVIEW Y

INTRODUCTION

1. The reform project enbodied in the Mdrand outcone was a turning point in
the history of UNCTAD. The Conference decreed the streamlining of the
i ntergovernnental machinery of the organization, of its work programe, and of
the structure of the secretariat. It also decided to inprove UNCTAD s working
net hods and - nost inportantly - to adopt a different approach to the work, one
based on di al ogue and consensus-buil ding and on practical objectives.

2. These goal s have in ef fect been the guiding force of the organization since
the Conference. A genuine effort - by both nmenber States and the secretariat -
has been nade to attain them and to a significant extent they have succeeded.
But this major reformeffort has, inevitably, encountered sonme difficulties, such
as skill m smatches, conpounded by the financial crisis of the United Nations.
In the context of the nmandates agreed upon at M drand and subsequently endorsed
by the General Assenbly, which are not to be reopened, the Md-term Review takes
stock of the road already travelled, including its obstacles and pitfalls;
considers what is yet to be done in the comng tw years to fulfil these
mandat es; and nmakes reconmendati ons on how to strengthen inplenmentation

3. The decisive test in the period up to the next Conference will be how wel |
UNCTAD matches its description as the focal point within the United Nations
systemfor the integrated treatnent of devel opnent and interrelated i ssues in the
areas of trade, finance, technology, investment and sustainable devel opnment.
UNCTAD is also the focal point for LDCs for the United Nations system and
another test will be how effectively it delivers assistance to those countries.
The key will be "integration": of programe elenments (for exanple, FD shoul d
be seen not in isolation but as a way of building supply networks of SMEs,
strengthening the enterprise sector in recipient countries, bringing innovation,
i mprovi ng export conpetitiveness, etc); anong UNCTAD s Divisions and Branches
in coping with cross-sectoral issues and between the secretariat and nenber
States; and anong relevant economic multilateral institutions and regional
comm ssions in terns of the common or conplenentary points in their work
programes and in the inplementation of integrated country progranmes.

4. Capacity-building is the expression that better defines this approach -
capacity to inplenent the appropriate policies at the country level but also the
capacity to formulate and apply negotiating positions on trade, investnment and
the other central issues that shape the globalization process and which wll
consequently affect the external econom c environnent for devel opnment.

STOCKTAKING

Y For the action by the Board and statements made on the Md-term
Revi ew, see chapter Il bel ow.



5. UNCTAD' s work since Mdrand - both in the secretariat and at the
i ntergovernnental |evel - has basically proceeded along the |lines mandated by the
Conference. Intergovernnental consensus-building, policy research and anal ysis,

and technical cooperation have on the whole addressed the goal of assisting
devel opi ng countries and economies in transition to pronote their devel opnent and
participate nore effectively in the world econony under conditions conducive to
t heir devel oprent .

6. Val uabl e anal ysis for policy-making has in particul ar been provided by work
on i nterdependence and gl obal economnic issues; on devel opnment chal |l enges facing
LDCs and African countries; on foreign direct investnent issues; on a positive
agenda for developing countries in trade negotiations and the opportunities
available in trade in services; on comodity diversification and ri sk nmanagenent;
and on electronic commerce. |In this connection, the inportance and useful ness
of the flagship reports, nanely the Trade and Development Report, the World
Investment Report and t he Least Developed Countries Report, have been recogni zed.

7. Applied work has been particularly valuable in the fields of debt
managenent; investnent pronotion; capacity-building for entrepreneurship;
accession to WOQO capacity-building in the trade field; compbdity risk
managenent ; noderni zation of customs, cargo tracking and trade facilitation

transport and transit arrangenents; and the setting-up of integrated country
programes for LDCs. Intensive work has been undertaken as far as accounting and
reporting standards, and conpetition law and policy are concerned. The
functioning of the Intergovernnmental Working G oup of Experts on Internationa

St andards of Accounting and Reporting and the Intergovernmental G oup of Experts
on Competition Law and Policy is to be revi ewed.

8. Dat abases in the field of trade in goods and services (Trade Anal ysis and
Information System (TRAINS) and Measures Affecting Service Trade (MAST)) have
been further devel oped and refined as anal ytical tools.

9. Inthe field of institutional reform the Board adopted guidelines on the
efficiency and functioning of the UNCTAD intergovernnental mnachinery which
inter alia stress the inportance of integrating the outcones of expert meetings
into the policy work of the Conmi ssions.

10. Wirk has taken place within the framework of a participatory approach that
enphasi zed the need for UNCTAD to incorporate civil society into its work; to
liaise closely with other international organizations; and to integrate research
and policy analysis and technical cooperation work.

11. However, several organi zational factors have been identified in connection
with which further efforts are necessary to strengthen the role and i npact of the
organi zation. G ven the growi ng gap between the | evel of requirenments and the
| evel of resources available and their quality (skills and expertise of staff),
there is a need for nore flexible allocation of resources and a better matching
between skills and priority areas. The problem is exacerbated by systenic
rigidities and in particular the slow pace at which vacancies are filled.



12. The |inkages between anal ytical and technical cooperation activities have
not been fully devel oped. Cross-sectoral issues have not benefited from
sufficiently integrated treatnment within the intergovernnmental machinery, nor
have they been dealt with as effectively as possible within the secretariat, and
this situation has particularly affected the treatnment of LDC-related issues.
The inpact of the activities and work of UNCTAD needs to be better measured.

13. The recruitnent difficulties faced by UNCTAD in the last two years have
especially affected the Ofice of the Special Coordinator for Least Devel oped,
Landl ocked and |sland Devel opi ng Countries. The Ofice has suffered fromthe
del ay in appointing a Special Coordinator and in filling the other vacant posts,
and this has negatively affected the direction of UNCTAD S work on LDCs. High-
qual ity appointnments need to be made as a matter of urgency.

14. The Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations has endorsed the agreenent
reached regarding the division of |abour between UNCTAD and the Departnment of
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) on strengthening United Nations work in
macr oecononi ¢ anal ysi s. UNCTAD s present capacity to carry out analysis of
i nternational macroeconom c issues, particularly the inpact of globalization and
i beralization on trade and devel opnent, may therefore not be fully adequate in
this new context.

15. Wil e UNCTAD s work on Africa has increased in recent years and the Board's
di scussi ons of both substantive issues affecting Africa and UNCTAD activities in
the context of the United Nations New Agenda for the Devel opment of Africa in the
1990s (UN- NADAF) and the United Nations Systemw de Special Initiative on Africa
have generally proved satisfactory, further inprovenents could still be made

Support in ternms of analytical inputs and hunman resources is still not
sufficient, and internal coordination could be inproved.

16. In work on globalization and devel opnent strategies, there is scope for
i mproving the balance in the activities undertaken, since not all regions have
been fully covered fromyear to year, and dissem nation of analytical outputs
needs to be inproved; not enough has been done on how devel opi ng countries could
pace and sequence liberalization. Funding of activities on debt nanagement has
not been secure enough, and activities relating to assistance to the Pal estini an
peopl e now need to aimat having a direct beneficial economc inmpact. In work
on investnent, technology and enterprise devel opment, priorities and targets
could be defined nore clearly. In work on trade, there has not been a clear
enough di vi si on of | abour between subprogrames in respect of el ectronic comerce
and conmerci al diplomacy. In work on services infrastructure for devel opnent and
trade efficiency, there is a need for greater enphasis on creating a better
under st andi ng of the econonic inpact of electronic commerce and its emerging
gl obal framework. In work on |east devel oped, |andlocked and island devel opi ng
countries, not enough emphasis has been placed on the follow up to the High-Ievel
Meeting on Integrated Initiatives for Least Developed Countries' Trade
Devel opnent, and participation of LDCs in UNCTAD neeti ngs has been inadequate.



RECOMMENDAT IONS
General

17. The unique contribution of UNCTAD has to be nade through its anal ytica
function and by l|inking research and action, analysis and policies. UNCTAD s
progranmes should be evaluated with this linkage in nind. Li nks shoul d be
reflected both in the consensus-building process in the intergovernnental
machinery and in UNCTAD s operational activities and through enhanced
partnerships with civil society. Feedback from nenber States through adequate
nmoni toring of inplementation will be indi spensable.

18. The partnerships for devel opnent envisaged by the Mdrand Declaration
shoul d be the hal |l mark of UNCTAD. These will require further changes in the way
busi ness is conducted. UNCTAD should strengthen its links with civil society,
in particular the private sector, and international organizations. Links with
the private sector should be ainmed at tapping its innovative capacity, engagi ng
in joint activities and supplenenting funding, and in this connection clear
gui del i nes should be adopted for private-sector funding. Li nks with other
i nternational organizations, including regional conm ssions, which represent an
equal |y val uabl e source of ideas, should be ained at increasing synergies and
avoi ding duplication. Constructive ideas nust be devel oped about how to inprove
t he di ssem nation of policy advice, including through nodern el ectronic means,
to nmake sure it reaches the end-users in a user-friendly form (best practices,
handbooks, nodel |aws and/or contracts).

19. VWil e recogni zing the need to adjust priorities in the Iight of changes in
the world econony, the scope and contents of the work programme of the
secretariat should be conmensurate with approved mnandates, taking resource
constraints into account.

20. Work on cross-sectoral issues nust be better integrated into the work of
the intergovernnmental machinery, and the Board should in particular ensure that
the cross-sectoral issues referred to in paragraph 106 of "A Partnership for
Growm h and Devel opnment” are integrated into the work of the Conm ssions.

21. UNCTAD s anal ytical and technical cooperation activities should be better
coordi nated, and the secretariat should put in place appropriate mechanisnms for
this purpose. The strategy for the coherence of regular budget and

ext rabudgetary progranmes that seeks to strengthen these |inkages should be
further pursued and should be |inked to the outcones of expert neetings, the
Conmi ssions, the Wirking Party and the Trade and Devel opnent Board.

22. UNCTAD s managenent shoul d depl oy every effort to proceed speedily with
recrui tnment and appointments so as to reduce the current excessive vacancy rate.
It should al so seek to reduce costs within the framework of systemw de efforts
to inmprove efficiency. Staff training should be stepped up with a view to
addressing skill msmatches and creating a flexible workforce able to adjust to
changi ng requi renents.

23. Taking into account current discussions in the United Nations system on
resul t s- based budgeti ng and performance i ndicators, the UNCTAD secretariat shoul d
integrate further in its work the use of perfornmance indicators. |n accordance
with comonly accepted national and international criteria, these indicators



shoul d be rel evant, sinple and nmeasurabl e, and due account shoul d be taken of the
difficulties involved in measuring the inmpact of analytical work.

24. Focusing on results rather than inputs, the secretariat should exam ne and
propose to the Board ideas for suitabl e feedback nmechani snms to neasure the inpact
of UNCTAD s activities. These proposals should be nade available to the Board
as soon as possible, and the Wrking Party should be involved at a | ater stage.

25. Cost recovery should be examined for certain technical cooperation
progranmes invol ving updating, maintenance and continuing servicing, account
bei ng taken of the situation of LDCs and | owincone countries.

Specific

26. As UNCTAD is the focal point within the United Nations system for
assistance to the | east devel oped, |andl ocked and island devel opi ng countries,
the work of the Office of the Special Coordinator should be strengthened. This
could be achieved in part by filling current vacant posts as a matter of
urgency. It is inportant that the Ofice coordinate the sectoral work, nonitor
the inplenmentation of the Paris Programme of Action and initiate the preparatory
process for the Third United Nations Conference on LDCs in close consultation and
coll aboration with the rel evant agencies and institutions and civil society. LDC
i ssues should be fully integrated into the work of the intergovernnental
machinery at all levels. The lack of effective participation of LDCs in UNCTAD
nmeeti ngs shoul d be addressed by the Board.

27. In view of its great inportance to |east developed countries, it is
essential that decision 445 (EX-16) of the Trade and Devel opnent Board on the
followup to the High-level Meeting on Integrated Initiatives for LDCs' Trade
Devel opnent be inplemented in full. Omership of beneficiary countries should
be assured. LDCs should be assisted in preparations for, and followup to
country-specific round tables. Cooperation, coordination and coherence of all
t he cooperating agencies' efforts remain the hallmark for achieving success.

28. G eater enphasis shoul d be pl aced on cooperation with other agencies in the
i mpl enentation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable
Devel opment of Small |Island Devel oping States. Wik relating to devel opnent

probl ens specific to | andl ocked and transit countries shoul d be strengthened and
proceed in consultation with all parties concerned.

29. Cl ose cooperation and coordination nust play a prinordial role if the
UNCTADY WIQ' | TC Joint I ntegrated Technical Assistance Programre in Sel ected Least
Devel oped and Ot her African Countries, which, for the LDCs involved, represents
a concrete step in inplenenting the integrated framework stemmng fromthe H gh-
| evel Meeting, is to neet its objectives. The secretariat coordination and foca
poi nt nmechanismfor activities relating to Africa should be strengthened.

30. Wrk on globalization and devel opnent strategies should have broader
regi onal coverage, dissemination should be inproved and nore should be done on
t he pace and sequenci ng of donestic |liberalization policies.



31. I n debt managenent, nore work shoul d be done on the training of nationa
staff and on donestic debt managenent. Work on debt problens of indebted
countries, taking account of the results of debt negotiations in various foruns,
i ncludi ng private sector forums, should be pursued within UNCTAD s mandat e

32. UNCTAD shoul d anal yse the inpact of European econom ¢ and nonetary union
and the euro on devel opi ng countries, taking into account global analysis carried
out in the relevant international organizations. Wrk on portfolio investnent
m ght best be carried out under the programre on i nvest ment, and advantage shoul d
be taken to the greatest possible extent of work being done by regional
devel opnent banks and United Nations regional institutions.

33. In the progranme on assistance to the Palestinian people, interagency
coordi nation should be inproved and a greater field presence should be
consi der ed.

34. UNCTAD s work in identifying and anal ysing the inplications for devel opnent
of issues relevant to a possible nultilateral framework for investnment addresses
a prominent issue on the international agenda. UNCTAD should continue this
tinmely work, which should be primarily analytical and include consideration of

devel opnent-friendly elements. It should al so pursue work to assist devel oping
countries to strengthen their capacity to pronote their trade and devel opnent
t hrough foreign investnent. Further research should be undertaken into the

factors which play a part in private sector firnms' choices of investnent
| ocations. UNCTAD should continue its analysis on the current devel opnent of
transnati onal corporations and hel p devel opi ng countries to inprove the genera
understanding of issues related to transnational corporations and their
contribution to devel opnment, as well as on policies allow ng devel opi ng countries
to benefit from TNC operations. More attention should be paid to pronoting
i nvest ment anong devel opi ng countries. The integrated approach to i nvestment and
technol ogy through the science, technol ogy and innovation policy (STIP) reviews
and i nvestnent policy reviews (IPRs) should be further pursued. Country-specific
approaches to supporting national institutions and capacity-building should be
preferred. Action should be taken to pronote the continued expansion of the
EMPRETEC progranmme, endeavouring to pronote a regional bal ance.

35. In work on trade, further enphasis should be placed on capacity-building.
Secretariat efforts to assist devel oping countries and econonmies in transition
to participate effectively in international trade negotiations and in accedi ng
to WO shoul d continue, including through the elaboration of a positive agenda,
on whi ch nenber States should be kept informed, and should receive appropriate
funding fromregul ar budget and extrabudgetary sources. Analytical work on the
i mpact of trade preferences on the trade and devel opment of devel opi ng countries
should be strengthened, with special reference to identifying policy solutions
in response to the decline in preferential nargins and maxi m zing the utilization
of preference schenmes. |In particular, it should identify ways to inprove narket
access for developing country exports, including in new areas. The
i npl ement ati on of the special and differential provisions in favour of devel opi ng
countries provided by the Uruguay Round Agreements shoul d be anal ysed, bearing
in mind the work being done in this area by WO Training in conmmrercial
di pl omacy must be so designed as to ensure that UNCTAD s role is directed towards
strengthening the analytical capacity of developing country officials in
i nternational negotiations. Wrk on conmercial diplomcy courses should have a
clear strategy and be sufficiently funded, and it should be developed in
conjunction with the Training Developnent in the field of Foreign Trade



( TRAI NFORTRADE) programre. The role of different subprogrammes in respect of
commercial diplomacy and electronic conmerce should be clarified. As a
contribution to the discussion on issues on the international trade agenda

UNCTAD shoul d continue to pursue its activities in the fields of conpetition |aw
and policy; trade, environnent and devel opment; and services, including the use
of the MAST database. G ven the continuing dependence of a number of devel oping
countries on primary commodities, work on diversification and risk nmanagenent
shoul d be strengthened.

36. The sustainability of the Trade Point programre and Trade Points shoul d be
enhanced, particularly in respect of training, operability and interoperability,
as may be recogni zed at the forthcom ng eval uati on of the programme. The concept
of support services for the Automated System for Custons Data (ASYCUDA) shoul d
be devel oped, and neasures to ensure its overall sustainability, as well as that
of all other trade facilitation programes, should be explored. The future
activities of TRAI NFORTRADE shoul d be spelt out nore clearly, taking into account
the recommendati ons adopted by the Wirking Party on the Mediumterm Plan and the
Programre Budget followi ng the evaluation of the programre and | essons |earnt
from the regional pilot projects. The Lyon Partners for Devel opment neeting
should be integrated into the work of UNCTAD through followup to private-

sector/ UNCTAD activities launched at the neeting. The analysis of globa
el ectronic commerce in terns of its inpact on devel opnent should be an area of
focus. In cooperation with relevant organizations, in particular WIQ |TU, W PO

and UNCI TRAL, assistance should be provided to devel oping countries to prepare
for possible multilateral discussions on electronic conmerce.

37. The secretariat should produce an annual report on UNCTAD s activities in
order to achieve greater transparency, to provide nenber States with a
compr ehensi ve overview and to pernit a better assessnment of UNCTAD s work and
achi evenents. The Secretary-General may wish to take into account any views
conveyed by nenmber States as to the basic content of the report.

38. Expanded use of all aspects of information technology in UNCTAD s work
shoul d be sought. To that end, each Division should develop a plan to integrate
i nformati on technology fully into its work.

894t h pl enary neeting
10 July 1998




1. MID-TERM REVIEW

(Agenda item 2)

1. The President recalled that the Mdrand Decl aration stated that "to build
on the political commitment of member States to the process initiated at this
Conference and ensure its implementation, the President of UNCTAD 11X should
consider convening a special high-level review meeting two years prior to
UNCTAD X". In addition, General Assenbly resolution 52/182 of Decenber 1997

in paragraph 2, stated that the CGeneral Assenbly "also reaffirms its political
will and responsibility with respect to implementing the agreed commitments
reached at the ninth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, held at Midrand, South Africa, in particular the document entitled
"A Partnership for Growth and Development™, and, in this regard, welcomes the
convening of a special high-level Mid-term Review meeting in 1998, which will
contribute to the preparations for the tenth session of the Conference, to be
held in Thailand in 2000". At the sixteenth executive session of the Board, the
M d-term Revi ew process had been | aunched, and the Vice-President of the Board,
Anbassador Benj el | oun-Toui mi of Morocco, had been nandated to conduct the fornal
and informal work of the review

2. The representative of Morocco, speaking in his capacity as Vice-President
of the Board and Chairman of the Md-term Review process, said that a total of
ni ne i nformal meetings had been held prior to the beginning of the formal process
on 24 June 1998. The review had been aided by docunentation from the
secretariat, and the process had been characterized by full transparency and
frank and constructive discussions on all relevant issues of substance. The
formal preparatory process had then followed, and in accordance with the new
gui delines on the functioning of the intergovernnental nachinery, summaries of
the informal discussions on each subprograme and the cross-cutting issues had
been nade available to delegations. The formal preparatory process had been
concl uded with the unani nous approval of the Chairman’s draft (TD/ B/ EX(18)/L.2
and Corr.1), and that outcone represented the consensus of delegations
participating in the exercise.

Action by the Board

3. At its 893rd plenary neeting, on 10 July 1998, the Board approved and
adopted the outcone of the Md-term Review (see chapter | above). In so doing,
it requested nenber States, the UNCTAD secretariat and rel evant organizations to
fully inplenment the recommendations therein, and it requested the Secretary-
General of UNCTAD to proceed inmediately with the inplenentation of these
reconmendati ons, to provide regular progress reports at the nmonthly consultations
and to transmt the outcome to the High-level Md-term Review Meeting at the
forty-fifth session of the Trade and Devel opment Board.

Statements

4. The representative of Japan said that the outcome of the Md-term Review
was generally acceptable to his delegation. When inmplenmenting the
recommendations contained in the outcone, the secretariat mnmust ensure nmaxi num
transparency by consulting nmenber States well in advance. Gven the limted
resources available to both the secretariat and nenber States, certain priorities
shoul d be established for the inplenentation of the recommendations. Particul ar



i nportance should be attached to the followup to the High-level Meeting on
Integrated Initiatives for LDCs' Trade Devel opment, identifying ways of inproving
mar ket access for developing country exports, especially LDC exports, and
assi sting developing countries' capacity-building, particularly in terns of
acceding to the WIO. Secretariat efforts in that area should be strengthened
not nmerely continued. Finally, it was stressed in the outcone of the Md-term
Review (para. 34) that UNCTAD s work on investment and in particular on a
possible multilateral framework should be primarily analytical, and that was
i ndeed where UNCTAD s advantage | ay.

5. The representative of India said that the outcome of the Md-term Review,
t hough not a negotiated docunent, had been given consensual endorsement; it
shoul d be seen as a catalyst for the inplenmentation of the Mdrand nmandate, and
it could not replace anything in that nandate. Mre tinme and resources had been
spent in the Md-termRevi ew on deciding howto i nprove UNCTAD s work than on the
work itself. For exanple, there had been little in the way of policy dial ogue
at a time when tumultuous events affecting trade and devel opnent were taking
pl ace all over the world. Normal work should therefore resunme, and nmuch renai ned
to be done. Hi s delegation therefore endorsed the outcone of the Md-term Revi ew
in order to nove on as quickly as possible.

6. The representative of Switzerland said that nmuch nore had been achi eved by
the Md-term Review than many had thought possible. H's country's aim in
participating in the Md-term Revi ew had not been to cast doubt on the refornmns
deci ded on at Mdrand but to contribute to their full inplenentation. It had
emerged clearly fromthe Md-term Review that the secretariat would not have the
necessary resources, including the skills, to inplement the Mdrand nandates in

full, and sone priorities would therefore have to be set. The efforts of the
Secretary-General of UNCTAD in tackling the operational problens of the
secretariat were to be encouraged. |In proposing the idea of an annual report,

his country had sought to contribute to the transparency and coherence of
UNCTAD s work. Finally, the outcome of the Md-term Review should contribute to
t he preparations for UNCTAD X.

7. The representative of Canada endorsed the outcome of the M d-term Review
Capaci ty-buil ding should be at the forefront of UNCTAD s objectives, and in that
connection, where the M d-term Revi ew out cone stated that the uni que contribution
of UNCTAD had to be made through its analytical function and by |inking research
and action, analysis and policies (para. 17), it neant that analysis should
support capacity building and technical cooperation. The guidelines on the
efficiency and functioning of the intergovernmental machinery adopted by the
Board at its sixteenth executive session represented a real achievenent, and his
country | ooked forward to their conplete inplenentation

8. In order to maxim ze the use of UNCTAD s resources, priorities should be
set, and the enphasis placed on | east devel oped, |andl ocked and i sl and devel opi ng
countries in the outcone of the Md-term Review (para. 26) was welcone.
Mai nstream ng LDCs' interests throughout UNCTAD s work should be a priority. To
that end, the followup to the High-level Meeting on LDCs was inportant, and the
procedures defined in the Integrated Framework for Trade-related Technical
Assi stance should be fully enshrined in UNCTAD s progranmes.

9. The representative of the Russian Federation said his del egati on agreed
that UNCTAD activities had taken place within the framework of the decisions
taken at M drand and had been directed towards hel pi ng devel opi ng countries and




econom es in transition integrate into the world econonmy. UNCTAD s work in the
next two years would be evaluated on the basis of the extent to which it
succeeded in its role as focal point within the United Nations system for the
integrated treatnent of developrment and interrelated issues in the areas of
trade, finance, technol ogy, investnment and sustai nabl e devel opment.

10. H s del egation basically agreed with the anal ysis contained in the outcone
of the Md-termReview. It supported UNCTAD s practical work in such areas as
i nvest ment pronotion, entreprise devel opnent, trade in services, accession to the
WO conpetition | aw and policy, and accounting and reporting standards. It also
appreciated UNCTAD s three flagship publications. At the same tine, nore had to
be done to involve the private sector and civil society in UNCTAD s work, to
i mprove coordination with other international organizations and to enhance the
I i nks between anal yti cal work and techni cal cooperation. The gap between denands
and avail able resources was a matter for concern

11. H s delegation fully endorsed the reconmendati ons concerni ng coverage of
all regions in wrk on globalization and liberalization, the involvenment of civi
society in specific projects, analysis of a possible nultilateral franmework for
i nvestment, the use of perfornmance indicators, growing reliance on a results-
based approach, and the inportance of consulting all concerned in work relating
to landl ocked and transit countries. It also supported the proposal to produce
an annual report, provided the latter did not nmerely duplicate the Secretary-
Ceneral 's report to the Board.

12. The representative of Uganda said that the overall framework for assisting
I andl ocked countries should be strengthened, and it was hoped that the inportance
of the I andl ocked programre woul d not be di m nished, despite the downgradi ng of
the relevant post in the programme budget. Hi s delegation also attached great
i nportance to work on LDCs and woul d have |iked stronger | anguage in the Md-term
Revi ew outcone (para. 27). It was hoped that the |anguage agreed on woul d not
detract from work on LDCs. It was disappointing to see that a Special

Coordi nator for Least Devel oped, Landl ocked and I|sl and Devel opi ng Countries had
still not been appointed two years after Mdrand, and it was hard to believe that
it had not been possible to fill the post; the question of gender sensitivity
shoul d not be allowed to block the process, and the secretariat should inform
del egati ons of what was being done to renmedy the situation. UNCTAD had a speci a

role to play in the followup to the Hi gh-level Meeting on LDCs. It should dea

adequately with the new issues to be negotiated in the nultilateral trading
system and it should serve as a think tank for devel opi ng countri es.

13. The spokesperson for the Asian Group and China (Bangl adesh) said that his
G oup wel conmed the outconme of the Md-term Review, which reflected the comm t ment
of all groups. It agreed with the reconmendati ons enbodied in the outcome and

assumed that all parties would nmake their best efforts to assist in their
i mpl ementation. The priority accorded to LDCs was wel cone, and the critica
i mportance of UNCTAD activities relating to LDCs was to be underlined. The delay
in recruiting the Special Coordinator was a nmatter of concern



14. The spokesperson for the African Group (Mauritius) said that, now that the
M d-term Review had conme to a successful conclusion, a great deal of work
remai ned to be done, and it would be inmportant to see that work proceed in a
tinmely and positive way. H's Group had high expectations in respect of capacity
building and the renoval of supply-side constraints, and it agreed on the
i mportance of inproving market access, the followup to the High-level Meeting
on LDCs, and work on | andl ocked and i sl and devel opi ng countries. 1t must be said
that the African G oup had been disappointed in a nunber of areas, but it stil
hoped for a brighter future for Africa and for the translation of the work
progranme into concrete action

15. The representative of Ethiopia said that the Md-termRevi ew had cul m nat ed
in a text with concrete, action-oriented and forward-|ooking reconendati ons.
Hi s del egati on hoped that those recommendati ons woul d be inplenented fully and
expeditiously, in parallel with the mandates contained in "A Partnership for
Gowth and Devel opnent”, as supplenented by subsequent GCeneral Assenbly
resol utions. Hi s delegation was encouraged to note a high | evel of convergence
on issues related to LDCs, particularly regarding the lack of integration of
these issues into the policy and anal ytical work of UNCTAD. As the focal point
for LDC-rel ated programres and activities in the United Nations system UNCTAD
should give utnpst priority to translating the recomendati ons on LDCs into
concrete actions as urgently as possible. The LDCs' devel opnent partners shoul d
also step up their efforts to support the inplenmentation of programmes initiated
in these countries by UNCTAD.

16. The representative of Thailand said that the second report of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations on reform had recognized the core
conpetencies of UNCTAD in nacro-econonmic policy analysis in the context of
i nt erdependence and in support of the interrelated issues of trade and
devel opnent, and the Secretary-General of the United Nations had endorsed the
agreenent reached between UNCTAD and DESA on strengthening United Nations work
i n macro-econom ¢ anal ysis. However, paragraph 14 of the M d-term Revi ew out cone
rai sed a concern that UNCTAD s present capacity "may not be fully adequate" to
carry out the analytical work transferred from DESA. It was the understanding
of his delegation that ways and nmeans woul d be undertaken to strengthen UNCTAD s
capacity in conducting its analytical work on international nacro-econonic
i ssues.

17. H s del egation al so attached i nportance to UNCTAD s work on accounting and
reporting, as well as on conpetition |aw and policy. The analysis provided by
UNCTAD in these areas of work had so far proven to be beneficial and val uable.
UNCTAD was therefore encouraged to continue its intensive work on these two
i ssues.

18. The spokesperson for Latin America and the Caribbean (Uruguay) said that
the outcone of the Md-term Review was bal anced, and his Goup would do its best
to inplenment the recomendati ons. The Md-term Revi ew had proved useful and had
produced good guidelines for UNCTAD s work, but it had taken too |ong and had
been a source of frustration, particularly when previous decisions had been
called into question. Useful |essons could be drawn for future such exercises.
He noted that a nunber of wunfair criticism had been voiced against the
secretariat, particularly interms of its inpartiality and transparency. Support
for and trust in the secretariat were essential ingredients if nmenber States
wanted it to performits duties efficiently.




19. Some countries had tried to reorient UNCTAD s work in such a way as to have
it concentrate exclusively on LDCs. H's Goup had al ways supported work on LDCs,
but a certain bal ance nust be naintai ned; UNCTAD nust pronote devel opment for al
devel opi ng countries, and work on LDCs should not be to the detrinment of work
i nvol vi ng ot her devel opi ng countries.

20. UNCTAD s capacity for gl obal analysis nmust be maintained, and its technica
assi stance capacity vis-a-vis all countries nust be increased. |In particular

t he EMPRETEC programme shoul d be expanded. His G oup would continue to try to
nmake UNCTAD a useful instrunent for all Governnents in achieving a nore equitable
gl obal econony.

21. The representative of Austria, speaking on behalf of the European Union
said that, with the successful conclusion of the Md-termReview, resources could
now be freed for less introspective work. The Md-term Review had been

difficult, since the objectives and net hods had been vague at the outset, but the
out come anticipated what |lay ahead in the comng tw years, and the European
Union wanted to see the recommendations put into effect inmmediately. There was
little risk that UNCTAD woul d devote too great a share of its resources to LDC
related activities, and the followup to the High-level Meeting on LDCs should
figure promnently in UNCTAD s future work. He was confident that adequate staff
resources could be found to carry out the work.

22. The | east devel oped countries, investnent issues, the upcom ng negoti ations
in WO, and trade efficiency were the areas that the European Union wanted to
concentrate on in the period | eading up to UNCTAD X. The European Union renai ned
confident that the question of UNCTAD s priorities and the agenda for the com ng
period could be settled in a manner satisfactory to all

23. The representative of the United States said that the nost inportant
concl usion of the Md-term Revi ew was the enphasis placed on the fact that the
uni que contribution of UNCTAD had to be nade through its analytical function and
by I'inking research and action, analysis and policies. This goal had not yet

been achieved by the secretariat. Her del egation had stressed the needs of
African countries and LDCs, because it felt that those needs had not yet been
adequat el y addressed. The nost inportant task in the next two years would

consist in getting the right staff in place, and her del egation | ooked forward
to the Secretary-General's report on staff natters at the coming consultations.

24. The representative of the Republic of Korea said that his delegation
attached particular inportance to institutional reformand the restructuring of
the secretariat in further of the mandate established at Mdrand. It was hoped

that the recommendati on concerning the publication of an annual report would
encourage the secretariat to work in a nore transparent and consi stent manner.

25. The representative of Turkey said that her del egation endorsed the outcomne
of the Md-term Review Timely and transparent inplenentation would be

important. Setting priorities would be easier if delegations were kept better
informed, and it would be inportant to set concrete targets for inplementation
Her del egation supported work on LDCs, and that work should be better integrated
into UNCTAD s work in general and programe eval uation



26. The representative of China said that the Md-term Review had been a
success. It had produced positive and objective conclusions and a nunber of
feasible ideas for UNCTAD s future work. |t had been agreed that work on LDCs
and | andl ocked countries should be a priority for UNCTAD. China also attached
great inportance to cooperation with those countries at the bilateral |evel
Enphasi s had been placed on capacity building for effective participation in
mul tilateral trade negotiations, and this would hel p pronote cooperation between
UNCTAD and WIO.  UNCTAD nust al so play a greater role in nmacroeconomnm c anal ysis.
The M d-term Revi ew i ndi cated what remained to be done, and his CGovernnent woul d
join with others in achieving the goals set at UNCTAD | X

27. The representative of Jamaica said that one of the main objectives of the
M d-term Review had been to contribute to preparations for UNCTAD X, and the
exerci se could therefore be seen as setting the basis for decisions at UNCTAD X
that would allow all countries to raise living standards through internationa
trade. Wile it was inportant to focus on sone categories of countries, it would
be shortsighted to neglect systemc issues. ACC had just issued a statement on
poverty, and although UNCTAD should be a focal point for poverty alleviation
t hr ough devel opnent, the outcome of the Md-termReviewwas silent on the matter
it must not be forgotten that the progress achieved with nuch difficulty in
recent years could easily be jeopardized by disruptions in the internationa
system It would be an ongoing challenge to review i npl enentati on of nandat es;
wor|l d econoni ¢ exchanges were not tied to the Mdrand nandates, and economc
actors were noving on.

28. The central goals of UNCTAD nust include capacity building in devel oping
countries and assisting countries in preparing for international trade
negotiations. Wth regard to the latter, tineliness would be inportant, since
in the past there had been too nany delays. Hi s delegation understood the term
"civil society" to refer to NGOs, and the latter nmust be fully involved in
UNCTAD s work, since they were inportant actors in devel opment. Linkages with
ot her international organizations nust al so be given enphasis, especially in the
fields of telecommunications and intellectual property. The greater use of
feedback nmechanisnms would be nore than tinmely, and the establishnment of
evaluation criteria would be hel pful. Finally, it would be inportant not to
concentrate all attention on UNCTAD X but to |look nore at the dramatic changes
taki ng place at the current tine.

29. The spokesperson for the least developed countries (Bangl adesh) said that
UNCTAD was noving in the right direction as far as focus on the LDCs was
concerned, and statenments made in support of such focus were welcone. @G ving
LDCs priority would be essential if LDCs were to escape their plight of
under devel opment and regress.

30. The representative of Senegal said that the Md-term Review had proved a
useful exercise in that it had made it possible to eval uate what had been done
and see what renmined to be done. The outcome could not reflect all concerns,
but it was bal anced.

31. The Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD said that the Md-term Review
out comre was hi ghly successful. The reviewitself had been transparent and frank

and criticismhad been substantive and constructive. The secretariat found it
gratifying that nenber States recogni zed the efforts nade to streanmine and to
i mpl erent nandates, and it was encouraged to see that nenber States basically
felt that UNCTAD was on the right track. It had taken careful note of where




deficiencies had been identified and where renedial action was required,
especially in terns of skill matches. |In that connection, the Secretary-CGenera
of UNCTAD woul d be making a statenment to the next consultations on the progress
achieved in refornmng the secretariat, and he would on that occasion provide
detailed informati on on staff assignments, vacancies, training, etc., in aspirit
of conpl ete transparency, to which he was fully conmitted. It nust be noted that
in some matters, for exanple recruitnment, nenmber States would be kept inforned
and woul d have an opportunity to give their views, but decision-making would
remain the prerogative of the Secretary-General. Finally, the outcome of the
M d-term Revi ew woul d be inplemented forthwith, and the Secretary-General would
report regularly to nenber States.

32. The representative of the United States said that her delegation was
prepared to help in any way it could to speed up the process of filling
vacanci es.

33. The representative of Morocco, speaking in his capacity as Chairman of the

M d-term Revi ew process, said that UNCTAD nust now pass the test of rel evance.
The M d-term Revi ew had been a frank process which had shown that UNCTAD had very
good programmes but also had to address nany problens. It was inportant to
remenber that nothing was witten in stone. Economic realities were changing,
and UNCTAD nust al so change. The secretariat had been criticized, but it had
participated in the review process in good faith. Menber States nust al so make
an effort to be less entrenched in their positions and to bear the broader
picture in nmnd so that progress could be made. They nust al so show greater
discipline interns of allowing the secretariat to work freely and transparently.
Finally, he was encouraged by the secretariat's conmitnent to i nplenent the Md-
t erm Revi ew r ecommendat i ons, and he | ooked forward to regul ar reports on progress
made.



I11.  UNCTAD"S CONTRIBUTION TO THE UN-NADAF:
UNCTAD"S ACTIVITIES IN FAVOUR OF AFRICA
(AGREED CONCLUSIONS 443 (XLIV))

(Agenda item 3)

34. For its consideration of this item the Board had before it the foll ow ng
docunent ati on:

"UNCTAD s contribution to the inplenentation of the United Nations New
Agenda for Africa in the 1990s: Activities undertaken by UNCTAD in favour
of Africa - Report by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD' (TD/ B/ EX(18)/2).

35. The representative of the UNCTAD secretariat said that a distinction had
to be drawn between the substantive analysis that the secretariat carried out for
the Board' s annual consideration of its itemon Africa at its regular session and
the survey of activities currently before the executive session of the Board.
A considerable amount of work had been carried out on policy research and
anal ysi s using regul ar budget and extrabudgetary resources, and part Il of the
1998 Trade and Development Report woul d be devoted to Africa. Wrk, funded by
Japan, had al so been done on the | essons of the East Asian financial crisis for
Africa, and that work would culnminate in a conference to be held in Mauritius.
Some of the work relating to Africa depended on extrabudgetary resources, and
such resources were not al ways avail abl e.

36. The spokesperson for the African Group (Muritius) said that the
secretariat's report gave a factual statement of the results obtained, together
with frank explanations of factors inhibiting success. The nmain problens

i ncl uded hurman resources constraints and i nsufficient funding. This had al ways
been the bane of the various initiatives |launched by the international community
to address the devel opnent chal |l enges facing Africa.

37. At the forty-fourth session of the Board, the Secretary-General of UNCTAD
had said that the differences between African LDCs and those from ot her regions
justified the need for separate treatnment of the two groups of countries. He had
also said that it would not be reasonable to assume that market forces alone
coul d rebuild the necessary physical and social infrastructure in Africa, and he
had concluded that the "flying geese" devel opnent paradi gmwas not an option for
nost of Africa. However, the report before the Board gave rise to m sgivings and
queri es, since once again programmes had not been fulfilled as planned, and this
i nevitably caused concern about the prospects of success in the broader context
of country progranmes which were thensel ves contingent upon subprogramres |ike
UN- NADAF.

38. In the pursuit of sustained econonmic growth and sustai nabl e devel opnent,
African countries had undertaken policy reforns and adopt ed vari ous macroecononi c
pol i cy neasures, and whatever grow h and devel opment had been achieved had to a
| arge extent been the result of those neasures, together with the efforts
depl oyed at home in ternms of human and institution capacity building. At the
sane time, countries were still nowhere near neeting their expectations. They
had t hought that the UN NADAF programre woul d act as a catal yst, but the report
before the Board gave a nmeasure of the difficulties and shortcom ngs encountered
in its inplenentation. Mich nmore needed to be done for the expeditious
i mpl ementation of decisions taken at the High-Level Meting on Integrated
Initiatives for LDCs' Trade Devel opnent, as well as in connection with progranmes



i ke ASYCUDA, Trade Poi nts, TRAI NVAR, CAPAS, etc. For newissues |like electronic
conmerce, the euro, wonmen in devel opnent and micro finance, work had not yet
start ed.

39. The main problemlay in the protracted vacancies in critical posts, coupled
with reliance on stop-gap nmeasures to cope with the requirenments of Africa, and
this resulted in mismatches between planning and inplementation and between
budget forecasts and actual resources. Large nunbers of recommendations had
enmerged from expert meetings, consultants' reports and advisers' briefs, but in
nost cases, where neasures and steps had been taken, inplenentation had been
either too late or too limted. The question therefore arose as to whether the
nmandat es set at UNCTAD | X could be fully inplenmented before UNCTAD X.  UN NADAF
was of high inportance because of its propensity to produce denonstration and
multiplier effects in the | arger context of African economes, but if it renained
uni mpl enented, it could only act as another brake on Africa's growh and
devel opnent monentum  This nmust not be allowed to happen

40. As liberalization, globalization and i ntegrati on deepened, there was a need
to review the programe's nethodol ogy and critical path, so as to make it nore
effective. The devel opnent paradi gm had changed in Africa. A virtuous circle
of growth and sustainable devel opnment mnust be attained, and the UN NADAF
programe had a significant role to play in that regard

41. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania said that his country
was a beneficiary of the UNCTAD) WIQ' | TC Joint Integrated Technical Assistance
Programme for Least Devel oped and Other African Countries. |t thanked donors,
and hoped that nore funds woul d be nmade available. One of the stated objectives
of the programme was to strengthen export supply possibilities, taking into
account the new market opportunities created by the Uruguay Round, but the
resources avail able would not be commensurate with that goal, and it night be
wi se for the programme to be nore focused. It was perhaps too soon to concl ude
that the progranmme was "bearing fruit", and it was hoped that resources woul d be
spent on nmeasures that would have a real inmpact on the ground, not on travel and
admi ni stration.

42. Wth regard to the followup to the High-level Meeting on LDCs' Trade
Devel opnent, the international community was one famly, and every famly nust
take care of its weakest nmenbers. It was hoped that no del egati ons woul d have
doubts in that regard, and of course nmuch woul d depend on the efforts of the LDCs
t hensel ves. Once country round tables had been held, nore funds shoul d be nmade
avai |l abl e. The inter-agency cooperation in the followup to the High-Ievel
Meeting was appreci ated, but it was hoped that the LDCs t hensel ves would be fully
i nvol ved. Concerning new issues and the nmultilateral trading system UNCTAD s
commtnment in this connection was appreciated, since LDCs relied on UNCTAD s
experti se. UNCTAD s support in the context of preparations for the WO
M ni sterial Meeting had been very useful, and it was hoped that sinilar support
woul d be provided in connection with the post-Long negotiati ons with the European
Union. Finally, debt had reached crisis proportions for many LDCs, and it was
hoped that the HHIPC initiative would play its full role. UNCTAD should play a
nore proactive role in naking the case of the heavily indebted countries to the
Bretton Wods institutions.

43. The representative of Ethiopia said that, while the secretariat's report
was clear and interesting, it would have been nore valuable had there been
sufficient policy analysis init with regard to results attai ned and chal | enges



faced in the inplenentation of UN NADAF. The latter was a major collective
comm tment and shared responsibility of the international community. African
CGovernments had exerted their utnpst efforts to put macroecononic fundanental s
right. They had pursued w de-ranging econonic adjustnment programres and
political reforms with vision and vigour. Those reform programes were yielding
positive econonmic growh, but the challenge remained of making the results
sust ai nabl e.

44, The support of the international community was vital in naking Africa's
soci o-econom ¢ recovery and growth sustainable and firm and the contributions
of institutions |ike UNCTAD remnai ned inval uabl e. The question was how such
contributions could be nmade concrete and noticeable. The share of Africa in
international trade continued to be insignificant, and investnent flows to the
regi on had stagnated. The bleak situation of African LDCs was a cause for
particular alarm and out of 41 countries identified by the Wrld Bank and the
I nternational Mpnetary Fund as heavily indebted poor countries, 33 were in
Africa. The debt crisis of Africa continued to severely depress its growh and
devel opnent prospects, and Africa's devel opnent partners were urged to nake extra
efforts to inplement the HPC initiative fully and expeditiously. The continued
decline of official devel opnent assistance (ODA) to Africa in 1995 to the | owest
recorded level in the 1990s was a matter of serious concern. It was only through
a viable partnership and joint efforts that the deplorable socio-econonic
conditions of Africa could be alleviated.

45, The representative of Sudan said that the secretariat’s report was usefu

but that it could have been nore anal ytical and informative. Wth regard to the
H gh-1evel Meeting on LDCs’ Trade Devel opnent, the followup had so far not mnet
expectations. UNCTAD was the focal point for LDCs in the United Nations system
and hence its primary role in the foll owup needed no further enphasis. Mre
i nformation should be provided in that regard. Concerning the integrated country

programres, little information was provided, and the fact that only four
countries had benefited so far was a matter for concern. More countries should
be covered. Hs own country was in fact covered by the programme and was

satisfied with the progress achieved so far in terns of inplenentation. The
Trade Point progranmme was of great significance and was very relevant to the
needs of the business community in Sudan. More efforts were needed to ensure
that Trade Points becane operational, since only five Trade Points were fully
operational in Africa. The secretariat should inform nmenber States of any
probl ems encountered in that connection

46. The representative of Tunisia said that, with regard to the UNCTAD) WQ' | TC
Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Programre for Least Devel oped and O her
African Countries, the secretariat’s report did not show clearly enough that the
efforts taken to date in eight countries represented only the first phase of the
progranmme, which should be extended to all African countries. Secondly, the
report did not sufficiently stress the slowness of inplementation of the
progranme. Three years after its launching, the progranmme covered only eight
countries, and inplenentation had actually begun in only one country. There was
therefore a clear gap between good intentions and inplenentation. The one
country where inplenentati on was goi ng ahead was her own, but programme start-up
had only been possi bl e because her authorities had opted for financing within the
framework of a UNDP country project, supplenented by the country’s own resources.
However, financing was assured only until the year 2000, when the probl em woul d
arise again. Her country therefore wel coned the creation of a trust fund for the



I nt egrated Progranmre, thanked donors who had al ready contri buted and appeal ed for
further contributions.

47. The representati ve of Kenya said that the sl owness of inplenentation of the
UNCTAD) WQ' I TC Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Programe for Least
Devel oped and Other African Countries was di sappointing. After three years, only
one country out of eight had seen inplenentati on begin, and at that rate it would
take 150 years to cover all of Africa. Wth regard to the followup to the Hi gh-
| evel Meeting on LDCs’ Trade Devel opnent, nmore than eight nonths after the
Meeting, the adninistrative unit was still "being established". Cdarification
shoul d be provided as to the reasons for the delay. Simlar clarification was
needed in respect of the delay in the followup to the Expert Meeting on Vertica
Diversification in the Food Processing Sector in Devel oping Countries, which had
been hel d i n Septenber 1997. Further information would be useful on the progress
achieved in the Trade Point programme and with the HHPC initiative further to the
neeting in Berne in June 1998. Wth regard to investnent and enterprise
devel opnent, the Fes synposium had proved very useful, and nore synposia shoul d
be organi zed on increasingly conplex issues. His delegation |ooked forward to
receiving fact sheets on FDI

48. The representative of South Africa said that the secretariat had both the
scope and the political support to enhance its work on Africa, and work on behal f
of all developing countries need not be adversely affected by this. When
UNCTAD X nmet in the year 2000 and when the General Assenbly came to review the
work of the United Nations system for Africa at the end of the decade, UNCTAD
nmust be in a position to let its achievenments speak for thenselves. The African
Coordinator in the secretariat must therefore be provided with adequate support
and resources.

49, The secretariat’s report gave a good glinpse of the work being done by the
secretariat, though coverage of the achievenents of the various divisions could
be i nproved. The followup to the Hi gh-level Meeting on LDCs’ Trade Devel opnment
was taking place too slowy, and the gap between actual inplementation of
techni cal assistance and assuned new obligations was ever-w dening. What had
been done to follow up on the WO Si ngapore ninisterial decisions on trade and
i nvest ment was not clear either. Hi s del egation strongly supported the work
bei ng done on debt, TRAINVAR, new trade issues, investnment, and accounting and
reporting, and the Coordinated African Programme of Assistance on Services
(CAPAS) remmined a key programme for South Africa. Many of the neetings
organi zed by UNCTAD had been of value, and the increased support being provided
to Africa s regional organizations was wel cone.

50. The spokesperson for the Latin American and Caribbean Group (Uruguay) said
that his G oup supported the position of the African G oup, whose concerns wth
regard to the effective integration of African countries into the world econony
were quite legitimate. It welcomed the progress nmade in connection with debt
management, capacity building, the services sector, the followup to the High-
| evel Meeting for LDCs' Trade Devel opnent, subregional shipping networks and
Trade Points. It supported the work of UNCTAD in this connection, though it
noted that that work often benefited specific regions. The chall enges posed by
the new multilateral trade systemhad to be faced by all countries - devel opi ng
countries, the LDCs, economies in transition and the structurally weak and
vul nerabl e economes. H's Goup supported the initiatives taken and encour aged
UNCTAD to pursue its activities in favour of Africa.




51. The representati ve of Uganda said that some progress had been made with the
UNCTAD) WTQ' | TC Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Programme, but nore
resources were required, and he appealed to donors to contribute. It was to be

hoped that the Programme coul d be extended to other countries. Wth regard to
the followup to the H gh-1evel Meeting on LDCs' Trade Devel opment, his country
was organizing a round table, and it hoped its devel opnent partners would
participate actively. The enphasis should be on capacity building, not semnars
and travel. Concerning the vacancy rate in the UNCTAD secretariat, recruitnent
fell within the sphere of conpetence of the secretariat itself, but where failure
to act affected programe inplenentation, nmenber States had a duty to point this
out. The post of Special Coordinator for Least Devel oped, Landl ocked and Isl and
Devel opi ng Countries should be filled.

52. Wth respect to new issues, the role played by UNCTAD i n preparations for
the WIO M nisterial Meeting was appreciated, and it was hoped that UNCTAD woul d
provi de assistance in connection with forthcom ng negotiations. Hi s del egation
wel comed UNCTAD s work ai ned at hel pi ng African countries benefit fromFD fl ows,
as well as work on |l essons to be drawmn fromthe Asian financial crisis. Finally,
UNCTAD shoul d al so focus on regi onal cooperation projects.

53. The representative of Morocco said that the secretariat's report
represented a valuable contribution, though future reports should be nore
anal ytical and forward-1ooking. The fact that work had begun on the | essons to
be drawn fromthe Asian experience was wel cone. However, inplenentation of the
UNCTADY WIQ' | TC Joint I ntegrated Technical Assistance Programe was very slow, and
financing was not forthconing. The Programme should be evaluated as it
progressed. UNCTAD had an inportant role to play in the followup to the Hi gh-
| evel Meeting on LDCs' Trade Devel opnent, but the appointnment of a Special
Coordi nator and the strengthening of the human resources in his office would be
essential in that connection

54. Concerning Trade Points, an Africa-wide forum was essential to ensure
i nterconnectivity for the continent as a whole, and while regional forums were
useful, they should be seen as an internediate stage. UNCTAD s role in capacity
buil ding for African countries was particularly effective in the context of the
multilateral trade framework, and related activities should be included in the
UNCTAD WIQ' | TC Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Progranme. On investnent,
UNCTAD shoul d do nmore to hel p African countries in negotiations on investnment and
in strengthening their supply capacity. Finally, African countries should be
better represented at the senior and nmiddle | evels of the UNCTAD secretariat in
order to help inplementation of Africa-related activities.

55. The representative of Egypt said that his country appreciated UNCTAD s
efforts in respect of capacity-building, analysis and technical cooperation.
Recent years had seen greater understanding of African problens in the
secretariat, and the Board's review should hel p tackle the persisting weaknesses
in programre inmplementation. The secretariat's work on the | essons of the Asian
financial crisis was wel cone, as was work on the UNCTAD WIQ' | TC Joi nt I ntegrated
Techni cal Assistance Progranme. It was hoped that that progranme would be
extended to nore countries, and his del egati on attached particular inportance to
institution building and human resources devel oprent .

56. Egypt attached special inmportance to the needs of LDCs, and it | ooked
forward to an effective followup to the Hi gh-level Meting on LDCs' Trade
Devel opnent, though the pace of followup action nust be accel erated. Wth



regard to new i ssues, his delegation fully supported UNCTAD s cooperation wth
ot her trade organi zations and hoped UNCTAD woul d assist African countries in
preparing for trade negotiations. On debt, UNCTAD should carry out studies to
hi ghl i ght the mai n causes of the problem The continuing inmportance of ODA for
African countries mnust be enphasized, and new ways nust also be found of
encouraging FDI in Africa. The new approach to accounting systenms for SMEsS was
wel cone. Finally, the secretariat's human resources nust be enhanced with a view
to helping Africa realize its potential.

57. The representative of Austria, speaking on behalf of the European Union,
said that the secretariat's report presented a good picture of UNCTAD s
activities in connection with the inplenmentation of UN-NADAF, but it would have
been useful to know nore about the objectives pursued by the secretariat and what
concrete results had been achieved. It would also be interesting to have nore
i nformati on on the inpact of programmes financed by the regul ar budget and by
voluntary contributions. The EU underlined its firm commitnent to the
devel opnent of Africa, and this was reflected, for exanple, in its close
cooperation wi th SADC.

58. As noted during the Md-term Review, inprovenents could still be nade in
UNCTAD s work on Africa. Progranmes undertaken by UNCTAD nust take full account
of work in other international organizations. They should be based on a thorough
under standi ng of sectoral needs, priorities and capacities, should lead to
substantial inprovenent in the provision of devel opnent services, and should
continue to take into account recipient Governnents' ownership of their
devel opnent programmes. The EU appreciated UNCTAD s constructive role in
promoting trade facilitation and the streanlining of custons docunentation and
processing in Africa, and it encouraged UNCTAD to hel p African countries further

in tackling the admi nistrative and procedural causes of the still high transport
and transaction costs associated with internal and external trade in and with
Africa. |t supported UNCTAD s endeavours to pronpte the integration of African

econom es, especially LDCs, into the world tradi ng system

59. The followup to the H gh-1evel Meeting on Integrated Initiatives for LDCs'
Trade Devel opnent shoul d be based on a coordi nated and cooperative approach to
guarantee nmaxi mum efficiency. |In that connection, the EU wel coned the ad hoc
nmeeting on GSP, GSTP and new initiatives for LDCs convened by the Secretary-
General of UNCTAD, which provided an excellent opportunity precisely to foll ow
up on the Hi gh-1evel Meeting.

60. In discussions of Africa' s major problens, debt issues were inescapable.
The European Union was confident that, following the forthconming review the
annual neetings of the Wrld Bank and the | M- woul d agree to the extension of the
H PC programme for a further two years. Concerning the UNCTAD) WQ'| TC Joi nt
I ntegrated Technical Assistance Progranme, the EU would very nuch wel cone a
possi bl e future expansi on of the programre once the work already carried out had
been eval uat ed. It was confident that in the very near future the necessary
staff appointments would be nmade in order to inplenent the programe.

61. The spokesperson for the Asian Group (Bangl adesh) said that his Goup
supported the position of the African G oup. At the same tine, making a
di stinction between Asian and African LDCs m ght not be beneficial to LDCs as a
whol e, though if the strategy worked, his Goup would be the first to appl aud.
His G oup wel coned the establishnent of the Cormmon Trust Fund, and appealed to
donors to contribute to it. Wth regard to the Hi gh-level Meting for LDCs’



Trade Devel opnent, his Goup shared the concern of others over the slow pace of
i mpl enmentation. On newissues, capacity building and the integration of the LDCs
into the nultilateral trading system were high priority areas, and any
contribution that UNCTAD could make in that connection would be wel cone. The
debt overhang and possible responses to it, including that of the Paris Cub and
the HHPC initiative, were matters of concern to all |east devel oped and | ow
i ncome countries, and not just to one group of countries. In that connection

the decline in ODA at a tine when an increase was needed was a matter of concern

and the attention of the devel opnent partners was drawn to the matter. Finally,
with regard to entrepreneurial networking, this approach shoul d be encouraged
t hrough UNCTAD activities, and Asia and Africa should work together, avoiding
di vi si ons.

62. The representative of China said that the secretariat's report was well
structured and informative. H s del egation agreed with the comments nade by
Mauritius on the report. The 1990s had seen a considerabl e change in the overal

trade and devel opnment environment, and it was essential to help African countries
i ncrease their capacity in the new context. UNCTAD s contribution to attaining
t hat goal deserved praise, and it was hoped that that contribution would conti nue
so that UN-NADAF could attain its goals as soon as possible. H s Governnent
attached extrene inportance to Africa. It had taken measures to enhance its
cooperation with Africa, and it would continue to support African devel opnment.

63. The representative of Senegal said that the secretariat's report was very
useful, though in future it should be designed to allow a critical evaluation of
activities. His delegation attached particular attention to Trade Points, but
despite the secretariat's efforts, Trade Points had been slowin entering a truly

active phase because of lack of funds. |In that connection, 10 nmillion ECUs had
been pl edged by t he European Uni on, and those funds were awaited with inpatience.
The secretariat should intensify its efforts to have the funds rel eased. In

July 1997, his country had organi zed a Trade Point forumfor French-speaking and
Port uguese-speaki ng Africa, and that could represent a first step towards an
Africa-w de forum

64. The representative of the United States said it was essential that UNCTAD
devel op the fundamental analytical framework for reviewing Africa' s trade and
i nvest nent prospects, and her del egation |ooked forward to the 1998 Trade and
Development Report in that connection. The secretariat's report had greatly
assi sted her delegation in determ ning UNCTAD s conmitnent to the inplenentation
of UN- NADAF, and her del egation would work closely with the secretariat to obtain
a better understanding of related UNCTAD activities. Over the next year, it
woul d request regular updates on support for Africa-related activities, the
representation of Africans throughout UNCTAD, and coordination wth other
organi zations. Focus on Africa and LDCs need not be a zero-sum gane, and UNCTAD
was in a position to devel op a positive agenda that woul d benefit all devel opi ng
countri es.

65. The representative of Cuba said that his country considered itself a
brother of Africa. African LDCs, |ike other poor regions of the world, needed
urgent hel p. The secretariat's analysis of work on UN-NADAF represented a
val uabl e tool for programe inplenentation, but it showed that good intentions
were not enough, and nore deternmined efforts were required. I nterna
shortcom ngs shoul d be addressed, and the basic causes of the existing situation
shoul d be analysed, not only in Africa but in poor countries throughout the
wor | d. Hi s del egation supported UNCTAD s efforts to seek solutions to the



econonmi ¢ problens of Africa. It also agreed that UNCTAD s assi stance nust be
nore bal anced.

66. The representative of Nigeria said that the UNCTAD WIQ' | TC Joi nt | nt egrat ed
Techni cal Assi stance Programre was wel come, but consideration should be given to
the establishnment of a nore permanent structure for inplenentation. The nunber
of beneficiary countries nmust be expanded, and donor countries were urged to
contri bute generously to the Cormon Trust Fund. Wth regard to the followup to
the Hi gh-level Meeting for LDCs' Trade Devel opnent, his del egati on was happy to
note that needs assessnment exercises had been conducted and that inter-agency
coordi nati on nechani sns had net. UNCTAD was urged to further strengthen its
coll aboration with other agencies to ensure the early launching of the
adm ni strative unit.

67. On new i ssues, devel oping countries |ooked forward to UNCTAD s support in
evol ving a proactive approach. The cooperation between UNCTAD, QAU and UNDP to
devel op an institutional negotiating nechanismto support African Governments in
future trade negotiations was encouraging. UNCTAD should also speed up its
regi on-wi de efforts to prepare African Governnents for the negotiations on trade
in services in the year 2000. The preparations for the new ECOMS ASYCUDA
project were to be commended, though his country had continued to bear the ful
costs of its participation. He therefore urged the secretariat to extend
financi al assistance to his country, as in the case of other beneficiaries.

68. At its forty-fourth regular session, the Board had provided fresh
orientations for UNCTAD s work on Africa. However, the secretariat had not yet
fully responded to those new orientations, particularly as they related to
devel opnent resources and ODA, where it had been given a specific mandate. The
secretariat should therefore actively explore ways and neans of increasing
resources for devel opnment in Africa, in particular by anal ysing how ODA coul d be
used as a catalyst to attract other types of flows.

69. Finally, the unsatisfactory coordination of UN-NADAF activities, the del ay
in the establishnent of a focal point for the programme and the
underrepresentation of Africa in the secretariat had not served Africa' s cause.
The post of the Special Coordinator for Least Devel oped, Landl ocked and |sland
Devel opi ng Countries should be filled rapidly.

70. The representative of Japan said that the secretariat's report should have
said nore about the tangible results of the activities undertaken, especially
with regard to capacity building. Indicators to nmeasure the inmpact of activities

on the devel opnent process, or nmechani sns to obtain feedback from menber States,
especi ally LDCs, should be devel oped. UNCTAD should make every effort to have
a visible inpact in Africa.

71. The representative of the UNCTAD secretariat said that the secretariat had
taken note of the comments and criticisns of nenber States. Wth regard to the
UNCTADy WIQ' | TC Joint I ntegrated Technical Assistance Programe, it was true that
the Progranme had taken sone tinme to get off the ground, one reason being |ack
of financing. Since the time of witing of the secretariat's report,
i npl ementation plans had been conpleted and local inplenentation bodies
identified for all eight countries currently involved. Funding was bei ng sought
to allow extension of the Programme to other countries, and it appeared that
donors woul d be nore inclined to finance extension to LDCs. An assessnment of the
Programme woul d be suggested to the two other agencies involved.




72. Wth regard to the followup to the Hi gh-level Meeting on LDCs' Trade
Devel opnent, a focal point had been established in I TC, 39 needs assessnments had
been reviewed by the inter-agency working group, and integrated responses had
been prepared for all 39 countries. To date, 14 countries had expressed interest
in preparing for donor neetings.

73. Concer ni ng new i ssues, briefing papers had been prepared and nmade avail abl e
to all developing countries, and further studies were planned within the
framework of the UNDP regional progranme for Africa. |In connection with TRIPs,

W PO and UNCTAD were preparing background studies to assist African countries in
preparations for the review of the TRIPs Agreement. Briefing sessions would al so
be organi zed for African countries. CAPAS II|l was well under way, with the md-
term review of nine national studies having been undertaken in My 1998. A
regional seminar to review the findings was schedul ed for autum 1998.

74. Wth respect to integrated country programes, four African countries had
been covered so far, but it would not be possible to cover all countries at once.
It was hoped that the nunmber of African countries covered would be increased
in 1999.

75. On Trade Points, although the European Union had initially announced a
contribution of 10 million ECUs for the establishment of Trade Points in the
ECOMS region, it appeared that the actual contribution would probably be nuch
| ess, possibly around 2 mllion ECUs. Funding problems were also affecting the
ASYCUDA programmre in the ECOMS region. Concerning DMFAS, the Berne neeting had
been a steering comittee neeting of four donor countries, which had reiterated
their commitment to support in capacity building for debt sustainability through
Debt Relief International, with which UNCTAD had established a close working
relationship through the DMFAS programe. Finally the secretariat had
consi derably enhanced its analytical work on Africa and would seek to inprove
further its reporting to executive sessions of the Board in line with the
gui dance provi ded by Governnents.

Action by the Board

76. The Board took note of the statenents made under agenda item 3



1v. REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD
ON HIS INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS ON: (a) GUIDELINES AND
MODALITIES FOR FUNDS FROM SAVINGS RESULTING FROM IMPROVED
OVERALL COST-EFFECTIVENESS FOR FINANCING OF EXPERTS;
(b) OPERATIONAL MODALITIES OF THE TRUST FUND TO ENSURE
PARTICIPATION OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES®" EXPERTS IN UNCTAD
MEETINGS

(Agenda item 5)

77. The President said that, further to the decisions taken by the Board at its
sevent eenth executive session, he had requested Anbassador Hi Il (Janmica), Vice-
President of the Board, to chair open-ended consultations, which had taken pl ace
on 3 July 1998. The Vice-President's report gave reason to believe that the
consul tations could cone to a successful conclusion. The Bureau recomended to
the Board that it extend the mandate for the consultations.

Action by the Board
78. The Board decided to extend the mandate of the President of the Board to

continue his consultations and to report on the two issues involved at a future
nont hly consultation of the President.



V. REPORT OF THE JOINT ADVISORY GROUP ON THE INTERNATIONAL
TRADE CENTRE UNCTAD/WTO ON ITS THIRTY-FIRST SESSION

(Agenda item 6)

79. The representative of Morocco, speaking in his capacity as Chairnan of the
Joi nt Advisory Group on the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/ WO, introducing
the report of the Joint Advisory Goup on its thirty-first session
(1 T AQ XXXI')/171), said that the G oup had examined | TC s technical cooperation
activities in 1997 based on its annual report, the evaluation of the ITC
subprogranme "Product and market research, devel opnent and pronotion" and the | TC
strategy for product and market devel opment. The Group had al so exani ned the
wor k of the Consultative Comrmittee on the I TC G obal Trust Fund.

80. The Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD and the Deputy Director-Ceneral of
WO had commended | TC s Executive Director for the manner in which he had |ed
ITC s reform process, and they had also referred to the enhanced cooperation
anmongst the three organi zati ons. The Executive Director had announced that |TC
had virtually conpleted the refocusing exercise begun in 1994. He had
highlighted ITC initiatives to strengthen its capacity to address the trade-
rel ated needs of LDCs and had noted that |ITC was developing, refining and
applying at the country |evel generic technical assistance tools as the best
possi bl e way of achieving national capacity building and optim zing the return

on its limted resources. | TC collaboration with other organizations had
i ncreased.
81. He hinmsel f as Chairman had referred to the informal consultations which he

had convened in April 1998 on an appropriate supervisory nechanismfor | TC and
the inplementation of the recomendati ons of the Ofice for Internal Oversight
Services. On the supervisory nechanism a consensus had been reached for the
review to take place after the thirty-first session of JAG giving due regard to
t he outcone of the ongoing review of the technical cooperation programres of
| TC s parent organizations and the functioning of the existing supervisory
bodi es. The conclusions of the informal consultations would be reported to the
next JAG session in 1999.

82. The Group had unanimously expressed its appreciation to the Executive
Director and the secretariat for ITC s progress in defining and inplenenting a
new strategic orientation, pursuing its managenent reform intensifying
cooperation with other organizations and reporting clearly and conprehensively
onits activities. The G oup had wel coned t he new product and mar ket devel oprent
strategy, and it has al so expressed its appreciation for the contribution that
the G obal Trust Fund and its Consultative Conmittee had made to ITC s work
programe.

83. Finally, the Governnments of Belgium Canada, China, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, ltaly, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the
Uni ted Ki ngdom had announced confirmed or possible voluntary contributions to
| TC.

Action by the Board

84. The Board took note of the report of the Joint Advisory Goup on its
thirty-first session (ITC AG XXXI)/171)



85. The Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD expressed the total support of the
UNCTAD secretariat for ITC. Cooperation between UNCTAD and | TC had devel oped
rapidly and satisfactorily, especially in the context of the UNCTADY WIQ' | TC Joi nt
I ntegrated Technical Assistance Programme for Least Devel oped and Ot her African
Countries and the followup to the High-level Meeting for LDCs' Trade
Devel opnent. It was hoped that | TC would play an inportant role in the Partners
for Devel opnent neeting.




VI. INSTITUTIONAL, ORGANIZATIONAL, ADMINISTRATIVE
AND RELATED MATTERS

(Agenda item 4)

A. Opening of the session

86. The ei ghteenth executive session of the Trade and Devel opnment Board was
opened on 10 July 1998 by M. Goce Petreski (former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedoni a), President of the Board.

B. Bureau of the eighteenth executive session
87. There being no change in the elected officers of the Bureau since the
forty-fourth session, the Bureau of the Board at its ei ghteenth executive session

was as foll ows:

Presi dent: M. CGoce Petreski (former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedoni a)

Vice-Presidents: Ms. Anne Anderson (I'reland)

M. Mchael Ray Arietti (United States of Anerica)

M . Dhumahdass Bai choo (Mauritius)

M. Nacer Benj el |l oun- Toui mni (Mor occo)

Ms. Eveline Herfkens ( Net her | ands)

M. Anthony Hill (Jamai ca)

M. Glberto Saboia (Brazil)

M. Vasili Sidorov (Russi an Federati on)

M. Bjorn Skogno ( Nor way)

M. Bozorgnehr Ziaran (I'slanmi c Republic of Ilran)
Rapport eur: M. Sek Wannanet hee (Thai | and)

C. Adoption of the agenda
(Agenda item 1)

88. The Board adopted the provisional agenda for its eighteenth executive

session, as contained in docunent TD/B/EX(18)/1 and Corr.1. (For the agenda as
adopt ed, see annex I).

D. Designation of intergovernmental bodies for the purposes
of rule 76 of the rules of procedure of the Board

89. The Board decided that the African Export Inport Bank shoul d be designated
under rule 76 of the rules of procedure so that it could participate in the
del i berations of the Conference, the Board and its subsidiary organs.



E. Designation of non-governmental organizations for the purposes
of rule 77 of the rules of procedure of the Board

90. The Board decided that the Transnational Institute (TNI) should be given
consultative status and that it be classified in the general category.

91. The Board was also informed that, in conformity with the provisions of
Board decision 43 (VIl), sections Ill and IV, and after consultation with the
CGovernnent concerned (the Russian Federation), the Secretary-General had deci ded

to enter the Association of Financial and Industrial G oups of Russia in the
regi ster of national non-governmental organizations.

F. Designation of the President of the Bureau of the forty-fifth
session of the Trade and Development Board
92. M. Chak Mun See (Singapore) was nom nated for the post of President of the
Board at its forty-fifth session
G. Other business

(Agenda item 7)
93. The Board noted that the thirty-second session of the Wrking Party on the
Mediumterm Plan and the Programme Budget, originally scheduled for 7-
9 Septenber 1998, would now be held on 21-23 Septenber 1998.

H. Report of the Board on its eighteenth session
(Agenda item 8)

94, The Board authorized the Rapporteur to conplete the report on its
ei ghteenth session under the authority of the President.



ANNEXES

Annex 1

AGENDA FOR THE EIGHTEENTH EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE BOARD

Adoption of the agenda
Md-termrevi ew

UNCTAD s contribution to the UN-NADAF: UNCTAD s activities in favour of
Africa (agreed concl usions 443 (XLIV))

Institutional, organizational, admnistrative and related natters:

(a) Desi gnation of intergovernmental bodies for the purposes of rule 76
of the rules of procedure of the Board

(b) Desi gnation of non-governnental organizations for the purposes of
rule 77 of the rules of procedure of the Board

(c) Desi gnation of the President and Bureau of the forty-fifth session
of the Trade and Devel oprment Board

Report by the President of the Trade and Devel opment Board on his inforna
consul tati ons on:

(a) CGuidelines and nodalities for funds from savings resulting from
i mproved overall cost-effectiveness for financing of experts

(b) Qperational nodalities of the Trust Fund to enhance participation of
devel opi ng countries' experts in UNCTAD neeti ngs

Report of the Joint Advisory Goup on the International Trade Centre
UNCTAD/ WO on its thirty-first session

O her busi ness

Report of the Board on its eighteenth session



1. The following States nenbers of

represented at the session:

Al geri a
Australia
Austria
Bangl adesh
Bel ar us
Bel gi um
Bhut an
Bol i vi a
Brazi |

Bur undi
Canada
Chile

Chi na
Costa Rica
Cote d' lvoire
Croatia
Cuba

Czech Republic
Denmar k
Ecuador
Egypt

Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
France

Ger many
Guat emal a
Hai t

I ndi a

| ndonesi a
Iran (Islamc Republic of)
I raqg

I rel and

| srael
Italy
Jamai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kenya
Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal aysi a
Mal t a
Mauritani a

*/ For the list of participants,

34 -

see TD/ B/ EX(18) /I NF. 2.

Annex 11

ATTENDANCE */

UNCTAD, nenbers of

Mauritius
Mexi co

Mor occo
Myanmar
Nepa

Net her | ands
Ni car agua
Ni geri a

Nor way
Panama

Par aguay
Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Pol and
Por t ugal

Republic of Korea

Ronmani a

Russi an Feder ati on

Senegal
Si ngapor e

South Africa

Spai n

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sweden

Swi t zerl and
Thai | and

The Fornmer Yugosl av

t he

Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a

Trini dad and Tobago

Tuni si a
Tur key
Uganda
Ukr ai ne

Uni ted Ki ngdom of G eat
and Northern Irel and
Uni ted Republic of Tanzania

United States of Anerica

Ur uguay
Venezuel a
Yenen

Zi mbabwe

Boar d,

Britain

wer e



2. The following State menmber of UNCTAD, not nenber of the Board, was
represented as an observer at the session:

Holy See
3. The followi ng intergovernnental organizations were represented at the
sessi on:

Arab Labour Organi zation
Eur opean Communi ty
League of Arab States

4. The following specialized agencies and related organization were
represented at the session:

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
I nternational Labour Organisation

I nternational Mnetary Fund

United Nations Industrial Devel opment Organization
World Trade Organi zation

5. The International Trade Centre UNCTAD WIO was represented at the session.
6. The follow ng non-governnental organizations were represented at the
sessi on:

Ceneral Cat egory

I nternational Chanber of Conmerce

I nternational Confederation of Free Trade Unions
Wnen' s International League for Peace and Freedom
Third World Network

Worl d Federation of United Nations Associ ati ons



